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PREFACE. 



A CELEBRATED author thus writes : " Posterity 
is under no obligations to a man who is not a 
parent, who has never planted a tree, bmlt a 
house, nor written a book.'' Having fulfilled 
all these requisites to insure the remembrance 
of posterijiy, it remains to be seen whether the 
author's name shall escape oblivion. 

It may be that a few years will obliterate the 
name affixed to this Prefece from the memory 
of man. This thought is the cause of no con- 
cern. I shall have accomplished my purpose 
if I can in some degree be humbly instrumen- 
tal in serving my country and my generation, 
by promoting the well-being of my fellow- 
men, and advancing the declarative ^lory of 
Almighty God. 

This work was written while suffering in- 
tensely from maladies induced by the rigours 
of the Iron Furnace of Secession, whose seven- 
fold heat is reserved for the loyal citizens of 
1* (5) 
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the South. Let thk &ct be a palliation for 
whatever imperfections the reader may meet 
with in its perusal. 

There are many loyal men in the southern 
States, who to avoid martyrdom, conceal their 
opinions. They are to be pitied — ^not severely 
censured. All those southern ministers and 
professors of religion who were eminent for 
piety, opposed secession tUl the States passed 
the secession or(£nance. They then advocated 
reconstruction as long as it comported with 
their safety. They then, in the face of. danger 
and death, became quiescent — ^not acquiescent, 
by any means — and they now "bide their time," 
in prayerful trust that God will, in his own 
good time, subvert rebellion, and overthrow 
anarchy, by a restoration of the supremacy of 
constitutional law. By these, and their name 
is legion, my book will be warmly approved. 
My fellow-prisoners in the dungeon at Tupelo, 
who may have survived its horrors, and my 
fellow-suflferers in the Union cause throughout 
the SoutTi, will read in my narrative a tran- 
script of their own sufferings. The loyal citi- 
zens of the whole country will be interested in 
learning the views of one who has been con- 
versant with the rise and progress of secession, 
from its incipiency to its culmination in rebel- 
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PREFACE. 7 

lion and treason. It will also doubtless be of 
general interest to learn something of the 
workings of the "peculiar institution," and the 
various phases which it assumes in different 
sections of the slave States. 

Compelled to leave Dixie in haste, I had no 
time to collect materials for my work. I was 
therefore under the necessity of writing with- 
out those aids which would have secured greater 
•accuracy. I have done the best that I could 
under the circumstances ; and any errors that 
may have crept into my statements of fects, or 
reports of addresses, will be cheerfully rectified 
as soon as ascertained. 

That I might not compromise the safety of 
my Union Mends who rendered me assistance, 
and who are still within the rebel lines, I was 
compelled to omit their names, and for the 
same reason to describe rather indefinitely some 
localities, especially the portions of Ittawamba, 
Chickasaw, Pontotoc, Tippah, and Tishomingo 
cjunties, through which I travelled .while 
escaping to the Federal lines. This I hope to 
be able to correct in future editions. 

Narratives require a liberal use of the first 
personal pronoun, which I would have gladly 
avoided, had it been possible vrithout tedious 



y Google 



8 ' PajlFACE. 

circumlocution, as its frequent repetition has 
the appearance of egotism. 

I return sincere thanks to my fellow-prisoner^ 
who imperilled their own lives to save mine, 
and also to those Mississippi Unionists who so 
generously aided a panting fiigitive on his way 
from chains and death to life and liberty/ My 
thanks are also due to Eev. William P. Breed, 
for assistance in preparing my work for the 
press. 

I am also under obligations to Eev. Francis 

J, Collier, of Philadelphia; to Eev. A. D. 

. Smith, D. D., and Eev. J. E. W. Sloane, of 

New York, and to Eev. F. B. Wheeler, of 

Poughkeepsie, New York. 

May the Triune God bless our country, and 
preserve its integrity I 

JOHN HILL AUGHEY^ 
FuAUAmx 1, 1868. 
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SLAVERY AND SECESSION. 



CHAPTER I. 

SECESSION. 

Speech of Colonel I>rane. — Sabmisnon Denounced. — ^Nortb- 
em Aggression. — No more Slaye States. — Northern wfiM.— 
Tuikees* Serrants.— Yankee inferiority.— Breckinridge, 
or immediate, complete, and eternal S^[mration. — A Da/ 
of Bcjoicing. — Abraham Lincoln President elect. — ^A 
Union Speech.— A Sonthemer's Beasons for opposing 
8ece88ion.*-«Addre88 bj a Badioal Secessionist — Cnning 
and Bittemessik-A Prayer. — Sermon against Secession.-^ 
List of Grieyances.— Causes which led to Secession. 

At the breaking out of the present rebellion, I 
was engaged in the work of an Evangelist in 
the counties of Choctaw and Attala in Central 
Mississippi My congregations were large, and 
my duties onerous. Being constantly employed 
in ministerial labours, I had no time to inter- 
meddle with politics, leaving all such questions 
2 [13] 
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14 THE IRON FURNACE; OR 

to statesmen, giving the complex issues of the 
day only snffieieut attention to enable me to 
vote intelligently. Thus was I engaged when 
the great political campaign oi 1860 com- 
menced — a campaign conducted with greater 
virulence and asperity than any I have ever 
witnessed. During my casual detention at a 
store, Colonel Drane arrived, according to 
appointment, to address the people of Choctaw. 
He was a member of one of my congregation^, 
and as he had been long a leading statesman in 
Mississippi, having for many years presided 
over the State Senate, I expected to hear a 
speech of marked ability, unfolding the true 
issues before the people, with all the dignity, 
suavity, and earnestness of a gentleman and 
patriot; but I found his whole speech to be a 
tirade of abuse against the North, commingled 
with the bold avowal of treasonable sentiments. 
The Colonel thus addressed the people: 

My Fellow-Citizens — ^I appear before yon 
to urge anew resistance against the encroach- 
ments and aggressions of the Yankees. If the 
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Black Republicans carry their ticket, and Old 
Abe is elected, our right to carry our slaves 
into the territories will be denied us; and who 
dare say that he would be a base, craven submis- 
sionist, when our God-giyen and constitutional 
right to carry slavery into the common domain 
is wickedly taken from the South. The Yan- 
kees cheated us out of Kansas by their infernal 
Emigrant Aid Societies. They cheated us out 
of California, which our blood-treasure pur- 
chased, for the South sent ten men to one that 
was sent by the North to the Mexican war, and 
thus we have no foothold on the Pacific coast; 
and even now we pay five dollars for the sup- 
port of the general Government where the 
North pays one. We help to pay bounties to 
the Yankee fishermen in New England; indeed 
toe are always paying, paying, paying, and yet 
the North is always crying. Give, give, give. 
The South has made the North rich, and what 
thanks do we receive? Our rights are tram- 
pled on, our slaves are spirited by thousands 
over their underground railroad to Canada, our 
citizens are insulted while travelling in the 
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North, and their servants are tampered with, 
and by Mae representations, and often by mob 
vicdence^ forced from them. Douglas, knowing 
the power of the Emigrant Aid Societies^ pro- 
poses squatter sovereignty, with the positive 
certainty that the scum of Europe and the 
mudsills of Yankeedom can be shipped in in 
numbers sufficient to control the destiny of the 
embryo State. Since tiie admission of Texas 
in 1845, there has not been a sin^e foot of 
slave territory secured to the Souti, while the 
North has added to their list the ext^isive 
States of Califomia, Minnesota, and Oregon, 
and E!ansas is as good as theirs; while, if LiU'* 
eoln is elected, the WUmot proviso will be 
extended over all the common territories, 
debarring the South for ever from h^ right to 
share the public domain. 

The hypocrites of the North tell us that 
slaveholding is sinftd. Well, suppose it is. 
Upon us and our children let the guilt of this 
sin rest; we are willing to bear it, and it is 
none of their business. We are a more moral 
people than they ara Who originated Mor- 
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X monism^ Millerism, Spirit-rappings, Abolitioa- 
ism, Free-loveism, and all the other abominable 
isms which curse the world? The reply is, the 
North. Their puritanical fanaticism and hypo- 
crisy is patent to all. Talk to us of the sin of 
slavery, when the only difference between us is 
that bur slaves are black and theirs white. 
They treat their white slaves, the Irish and 
Dutch, in a cruel manner, giving them during 
health just enough to purchase coarse clothing, 
and when they become sick, they are turned 
off to starve, as they do by hundreds every 
year. A female servant in the North must 
have a testimonial of good character before 
she will be employed; those with whom she 
is labouring will not give her this so long 
as they desire her services; she therefore can- 
not leave them, whatever may be her treat- 
ment, so that she is as much compelled to 
remain witii her employer as the slave with 
his master. 

Their servants hate them ; our's love us. My 
niggers would fight for me and my iEamily. 
They have been treated well, and they know it. 
2* 
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* 

And T don't treat mj slayes any better than my 
neighbour& K ever there comes a war between 
the North tmd the Soath^ let na do as Abraham 
did — arm our trained servants^ and go forth 
with them to the battle. They hate the Yan- 
kees as intensely as we do, and nothing could 
please our slaves better than to fight them. 
Ah, the perfidious Yankees 1 I cordially hate 
a Yankee. We hare all suffered much at their 
hands; they will not keep fiiith with us. Have 
they complied with the provisions di the Fugi- 
tive Slave Law? The thousands and tens of 
thousands of slav^ aided in* their escape to 
Canada, is a suffici^nt answer. We fiave losU 
millions, and are losing millions ev^y year, by 
the operations of the underground railroad. 
How deep the perfidy of a people, thus to vio- 
late every article of compromise we have made 
with them I The Yankees are an inferior race, 
descended from the old Puritan stock, who 
enacted the Blue Laws. They are desirous of 
compelling us to submit to laws more iniqui- 
tous thsm ever were the Blue Laws. I have 
travelled in the North, and have seen ike depth 
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c^xrf their depravity: Now, my fellow-citizens, 
■^ what shall we do to resist Northern aggresrion? 
"Why simply this: if Lincohi or Douglas tup© 
elected, (as to the Bell-Eyerett ticket, it stands 
no sort of chance,) let ns secede. This remedy 
wiU be eflfectuaL I am in &vouir of no more 
compromises. Let ns have Breckinridge, or 
iiiunediate, complete, and eternal separation. 

The speaker th^x retired amid the cheers ot 
his audience. 

Soon after this there- came a day of rgoic- 
mg to many in Mississippi. The booming of 
oannon, tiie joyous greeting, the soul-stirring 
music, indicated that no ordinary intelligence 
had been received. The lightnings had brought 
the tidings that Abraham Lincoln was Fresi^ 
dent elect of the United States, and the South 
vas wild with excit^nent. Those who had 
been long desirous of a pretext for secession^ 
now boldly advocated their sraitiments, asdf 
joyftdly hailed the election of Mr. Lincoln as 
affording that pretext The conservative men: 
were filled with gioouL TImj regarded tho 
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eleetion of Mr. Lincoln, by the minority of the 
p^ple of the United States, in a constitutional 
wajp, aa affording no cause for secession. 
Secession they regarded as fraught with all the 
evils <rf Pandora's box, and that war, famine, 
pestilence, and moral and physical desolation 
would follow in its train. A call was made by 
Governor Pettus for a convention to assemble 
early in January, at Jackson, to determine what 
course Mississippi should pursue, whether her 
policy should be submission or secession. 

Candidates, Union and Secession, were nomi- 
ijated for the convention in every county. The 
erpeeches of two, whom I heard, will serve as a 
specimen c^ the arguments used pro and cxm. 
Captain Love, of Choctaw, thus addressed the 
people. 

. My FBLLOW-OinzENa — ^I appear bdFore you 
to advocate the Union — ^the Union of the States 
under whose favoring auspices we have long 
prospered. No nation so great, so proi^erous, 
so happy, or so much . respedied by earth s 
thousand kingdoms, as the Great Eepublic, hj 
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which name the United States is known &6m 
the rivers to the ends of the earth« Our flag, 
the star-i^angled banner, is respected on every 
sea, and affords protection to the citizens of 
every State, whether amid the pyramids of 
Egypt, the jungles of Asia, or the mighty 
cities of Europe. Our Republican Constitution, 
framed by the wisdom of our Revolutionary 
fSskthers, is as free from imperfection as any 
document drawn up by uninspired men, God 
pleaded over the coundls of that oonv^ition; 
which framed our glorious Constitution. They 
asked wisdom from on higli^ and their pray^ra 
were answered. Free speech, a free press, and 
freedom to worship Gbd as our ocmscience dic- 
tates, under our own vine and fig-tree, none 
daring to molest or make us afraid, aro 
some of the blessings which our Constitutio^ 
guarantees; and these prerogatives, which we 
enjoy, are features which bless and distin- 
guish us from the other nations of the earth* 
Freedom of speech is unknown amongst them; 
among them a censorship of the press and a 
national church are established. 
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Our country, by its physical features, seems 
fitted for but one nation. What ceasel^s trou- 
ble would be caused by having the source of 
our rivers in one country and die mouth in 
another. There are no natural boundaries to 
divide us into separate nations. We are all 
descended from the same common parentage, 
we all speak the same langus^e, and we have 
really no conflicting interests, the statements of 
our opponents to the contrary notwithstanding. 
. Our opp<ment8 advocate s^arate State seces- 
sion. Would not Mississippi cut a sorry figure 
among the nations of the earth? With no 
harbour, she would be dependent on a foreign 
nation for an outlet. Custom-house duties 
would be ruinous, and the republic of Missis- 
sippi would find herself compelled to return to 
the Union. Mississippi, you remember, repu- 
diated a large foreign debt some years ago; if 
she became an independent nation^ her credi- 
tors would influence their government to 
demand payment, which could not be reftised 
by the weak, defenceless, navyless, armyless, 
moneyless, repudiating republic of MississippL 
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To pay this debt, with the aocumidated inter- 
est, would ruin the new republic, and bank- 
ruptcy woxdd stare us in the fiuje. ^ 

It is true, Abraham Lincoln is elected 
Present of the United States. My plmi is to 
wait till Mr. Lincoln does something unconsti- 
tutionaL Then let the South unanimously seek 
redress in a constitutional manner. The con- 
servatives of the North will join us. If no 
redress is made, let us present oxir ultimatum* 
If this, too, is rejected, I for one will not advo- 
cate submission; and by the cooperation of all 
the slave States, we will, in the event of the 
perpetration of wrong, and a refdsal to redress 
our grievances, be much abler to secure our 
rights, or to defend them at the cannon's 
mouth and tiie point of the bay<met. The 
Supreme Court favours the South. In the 
Dred Scott case, the Supreme Court decided 
that the negro was not a citizen, and that the 
slave was a chattel, as we regard him. The 
majority of Congress on joint bidlot is still with 
the South. Although we have something to 
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fear from the views <rf the President elect and 
the Chicago platform, 1^ us wjtit till some 
overt act, trespassing upon our rights, is com- 
mitted, and all redress denied; th^ and not 
till ihen, will I advocate extreme measures. 

Let our opponents remember that secessicm 
and civil war are synonymous. Who ever heard 
of a government breaking to pieces without an 
arduous eknggle for its preservation? I admit 
the right of revolution; when a people's rights 
cannot otherwise be maintained, but deny the 
right of secessicm. We are told that it is a 
reserved right The constitution declares that 
all rights not specified in it are reserved to the 
people of the respective States; but who ever 
heard of the right of total destruction of the 
govemm«3Lt being a reserved right in any con- 
stitution? The fallacy is evident at a glance. 
Nine millions of people can afford to wait for 
some overt act. Let us not follow the precipi- 
tate course which the ultra politicians indicate. 
Let W. L. Yancey urge his treasonable policy 
of firing the Southern heart and precipitating a 
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rerolutiott; hxit let tis follow no such wicked 
advioe. Let us follow the things which make 
for peace. 

We are often UAA tfiat the North will 
not return fi^tive slaves. Will secession 
remedy this grievance? Will secession give 
"US any mew slave territory? No treo govern- 
ment ever makes a treaty for the rendition o£ 
ftigitive slaves — ^thus recognising the rights of 
the citizens of a foreign nation to a Bpedea of 
property which it denies to its own citizens. 
Even little Mexico will not do it. Mexico and 
Canada return no fugitives. In the event of 
secession, the United States would return no 
fi^tiveSy and-^our peculiar institution would, 
along our vast border, become very insecure; 
"we wouH hold our slaves by a very slight 
tenure* Instead of extending the great South- 
em iilstitufcicm, it would be contracting daily. 
Our slaves would be held to service at their 
own option, throughout the whole border, and 
our gulf States would soon become border 
States; and the great insecurity of this species 
<rf property would work, before twenty years, 
8 
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the e2;ti]ictiou <^ slaverji loul, i& oonseqnenee, 
the ruin of the SoxiA* Are we prepared, for 
guch a result? Are we prepared for civil war? 
Are we prepared ifer all the eyila attendant 
upon a fttttricidal oontest — Ibr Moodsbed, 
fiunine, and politieal and moral desolation? 
I reply, we are not; therefore let ns look 
before we leap, and avoiding the hereey of 
seoeflalon — 

«« Blither beur the nis we hare, 
Than flj to dtheri that we knew not of.** 

A secession speaker was introduced, and 
thus addressed the people : 

LaIUES and GENTliBlCSK---FBLIiOWClTIZXK8 

— I am a secessionist out and out; ^oted for 
^efif Davis for Governor in 1850^ when the 
same issue was before the people; and I have 
always felt a grudge against the Jree ikde of 
Tishomingo for giving £L S. Foote, the Union 
candidate, a minority so great as to eleot him,^ 
and thus retain the State in this accursed 
Union ten years longer. Who would be a 
oraven-hearted, cowardly, viUanoua aubmis^ 
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tmomxBi? LincolHi the abominable, white-lir- 
ered abolitianist^ is President elect of the 
XJaited States; Aall he be permitted to take 
his seat on Southern soil? No, neverl I inll 
Yolunteer as one of thirty thousand, to batcher 
the villain if ever he sets foot on slave terri- 
tory. Secession or submission! What patriot 
i^ould hesitate for a moment which to choose? 
!No true son of Mississippi would brook the 
idea of submission to the rule of the baboon 
Abe Lincoln — a fifth-rate lawyer, a broken- 
down hack of a politician, a fanatic, an aboli- 
Etionist I, for one, would prefer an hour of 
-virtuous liberty to a whole eternity of bondage 
tmder norAem, Yankee, wooden-nutmeg rule. 
The halter is the only argument that should be 
used against the submissiouists, and I predict 
tlttit it will soon, very soon, be in force. 

We have glorious news from Tallahatchie. 
Ser^i tory-submissionists were hanged there in 
one day, and the so-called Union candidates, 
hnvittg the wholesome dread of hemp before 
ikeir eyes, are not canvassing the county; 
thcrefoffd the heretical dogma of submission, 
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imder any circumstances, disgraced not their 
county. Gompromisef let us hare bo sudi 
word in our vocabulary. Compromifie ydih 
the Yankees, after the election of Lincoln, is 
treason against the South; and still its syreai 
voice is listened to by the demagogue submiS- 
siomsts. We should never have made at^ 
compromise, lor in every case we surrcaid^red 
rights for the sake of peace. No concession of 
iloiB scared Yankees will now prevent secession. 
They now tmdearstand that the South is in ear- 
nest, and in their alarm they are proposing to 
yield us much; but the die is cast, the Bubicon 
is (grossed, and our determination shall ever be, 
No union with the flat-head^, nigg^'Stealii^, 
fanatical Yankees. 

We are now threatened with intemeotae 
war. The Yankees are an inferior race; they 
are cowardly in the extreme. They are de- 
scended from the Puritan stock, wiio never 
bore rule in any nation. We, the deseendants 
of the Cavaliers, are the Pa^eians, they the 
I^ebeians. The Cavalieis have always been the 
rulers, the Puritans the ruled. The dastardly 
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Yankees wfli never figlil hb; but if they, is 
llieir piesiimptioli and aadacity, yentore to 
atladc -OB, let the war oome — I repeat it — ^let it 
eon^I Tbe conflagration of their boming 
eities, the desolation d their eouatry, and the 
lAattgl^er of iheir inhabitants, will strike the 
natioBB of the earth dnmb with astonishment, 
ai^ senre- as a warning to future ages, that the 
fllaviBlioIding Cavaliers of tiie sunny South are 
terrible in their yer^eance. I am in fiiyour of * 
immediate, ind^)endmit, and eternal separatioil 
ftom the yile Union which has so long 
expressed us. After separation, I am in favour 
of non«intercourse with the United States so 
long as time endures. We wiU raise the tarifi^ 
to the point of prohiWtion, on all Yankee man- 
td^ratures, including wooden-nutmegs, wooden 
tiocks, quack nostrums, &c. We will drive 
back to tiieir own inho^itable clime every 
Yankee who dares to pollute our shores wiA 
his cloven feet. Gto he must, and if necessary, 
with tiie bloodhotmds on his track. The scum 
rf. Europe and the mwbills of Yankeedom 
fhaU nerver be permitted to advance a step 
8* 
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pcmtk of Sd"" SO"* Souih of tiuit latitadB ^ 
otmi— w«6lwfkrd to tiie Pftoifio. Wilh m^ htuH 
cf iiearto I bate a Yankee, and I will xnakB s^ 
dsilcireix swear eternal hatred to Ijie whola 
Yankee race. A mcNAgrd Indeed — Itiahf B^itxdi^ 
Pontaaia, Jew% £ree mggets, &6. — &ey acazm 
deserve the iiotioe of the deso^Eidants oi ibe 
HttgnenotSy the old Gastilians, 9xA tiie Camii 
liers. Cursed be tha day wh^i tiie Sovtih eoar 
seated to tibis iniquitous league — Ae Feda«4 
IJxaon — ^whijch has long dinuned her musiaeni 
glory. 

In battle, one southron is equivaleiit to teft 
nor&^n hirelings; but I regard it a waste of. 
time to speak of Yankees — ^they desenre nol 
our attention. It matta» not to us what they 
^link of secession, and we would Qot tresqpasa 
upon your time and patience, were it nc^ lbs 
ike tame, tory submissioniats wHh which ouj^ 
Qotintry is cursed. A &arfol retnbutian m 
in waiting for the whole crew, if the wai5 
which they predict, should come. Wa?e ibey 
^^DL to advocate the same views, I would nok 
give a fourpenoe for their Ixves. We wcadd 
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hax^ tham quiokfir than <dd Heath would kai^ 
a tory. Onr BerolotioiiaTy €ilha» set isui » 
good example in iSmi dealrngs wxOi the ioneBi 
Tbiey sent tlum to tiie shades infenial fieom tiie 
bBSOches of the nearest tree» The K<»ih has 
aent teadhera and preachers amoogst ns, wha 
hare insidioTtfdj inAised the leaven of Abo-* 
litinntmn into the miiida of their students and 
parishioners;. and this nihimsakmistpol^ a 
lerwer dev^pment of the doolrine of Wenddl 
FlnfipSy 6en3tt Smith, Horace Greely, and 
others of that ilk. We have a genial clime, a 
soil of tmoonunon fertiHty.* We have free 
ffistitaticms; freedom for the irfaite man; bond- 
j^ for the black man, as nature and nature^s 
€k)d designed. We hare fiur women and brar^ 
mexx. The lines have tnilj fieJlen to. ns in 
pleasant places^ We haye indeed a goodly 
heritage* l%e only evil we can omiplain of is 
onr bondage to tiie Yankees tibioogh the Fede- 
ral Union. Let xm bnrat these shackles from 
onr limbs, and we will be free indeed. 
. Let all who dnire .c(»(iplele and etetnal 
cmaneipation tnmx Yankee thraldom, ccmie ta 
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pa]*ed not to t(^ tbe oowvrdly submiwaifial 
ticket, but to vote the seoessioii lixaket; waai 
tiieir children, and tfaeur cliildre&% iddldi«v 
win owe than a del^ of gratitude which &ey 
can never r^wty, Tte day of onr sqiataticm 
and vindici£tk>n of States' rights, wili be the 
happiest day of our lives. Yankee dommotian 
will \&Te ceased for ever, and the hai^iitgr 
southron will spnm tiiem fn^m all assoeiaisoa,. 
ho&i goremmental and sodaL So mote it be! ' 

This address was received with gr^ edat. 

On tiie next Sabbath aft^ tins meting, I 
preached in tl^ Poplar Oredc Presbyterian 
church, in Choctaw county, from Bomanit 
xiii 1: ''Let every soul be sulgeci unto tift^ 
higher powers. For there is no power but <iS 
God: the powere that be, are ordained of God*'' 

Previous to tiie sermon a prayer was offered, 
of whidi the following is the cdnduaioa: 

AiiWoHTV God — We would present our 
country, ike United SItetes of America, be&»e 
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thee. Wiim omr pcAitiDal hoii^on is overdart 
wkh doudai and darViHWy wImh tbe strong- 
beBT^ «ce beccHDJng fearfol &r ike p^rma- 
neiEbce i^ obt free insliliitimu^ and the prod- 
pfflrily, jea, ike yery eziste&oe <^ our grmt 
B^iiUi](% we pray thee, O Qod, when ^sh and 
heart &fl, whea no hnnum arm is able to save 
VB £pi»a tile ftarfol vortex of disonion Mid 
reToiuticm, that thtm wonldst interpose and 
fmi^e US; We confiess our national sins, for we 
Imre, as a nation, sinned gnerouAy. We have 
been highly fevoured, we have been greatly 
proj^«?6d, and have taken our place amongst 
|he leading powers of tiie earth. A gospet 
enlightooed na£i>n, our sins are therefore mc^e 
heinous in thy sight. They are sins of deep 
i^ratitude and presumption. We conless tlmt 
drunkenness has abounded amongst all olasses 
of our citizmiL Bulers and nded have been 
idike guilty; and because c£ its wide^ipreading 
prevateoce, and because our le^gktlatora have 
exacted no sufficient laws for its suppression, it 
is a natioittl sin. Piro£|nity abounds amongst 
ss; Sabbatb-bresJdng ig ri&; ii»d we have de- 
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Tftled unwotAy men to li%b poi^i^iDB of lioii- 
OBX aad trust We wte not, as- a people, free 
fifom the<5rime of tyranny and opprearidn. For 
&^fle great and a^rarated (^SfenoeB, wd prs^jr 
thee to give \m i^p^xlanoe amd godly sotro^, 
and then, O Qiod, avert the tiireatened and 
unmii^Qt judgments which imp^d oveif our 
beloved country. Teach our Senatcfcrs vrlsdoixL 
Grant them that wisdom which is able to mak^ 
ih^n wise unto salvaticai; and gvant ablo tl^ 
wisdo;DQL which is profitable to diimrt, 40 tiia^ 
they may steer tha ship of State safely through 
the troubled waters wlueh sonn ready to engulf 
it (m every side. Lord, hear us, and amrw^ in 
mercy^ for the sake of Jesus Qirist ouar Lord. 
Amen and AmenI 

The following is a synopsis of my sermon : 

Israel had been greatly favoured as a nation'. 
No weapon formed against them prospered, so 
long as they loved and served the Lc^ theit 
God. Tbey were blessed in their basket and 
their store. They were set on high above aH 
the nations of the earth. ♦ ♦ ♦ . ♦ 
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Wbai all Janei mmmhhi, ostenmblj to make 
Beboboam kiag, ikbj were rtpe for rebellion. 
J|«roboam and oth^ widced men had fomented 
a»d cberifrhed tite sparks of treason, till, on this 
oceati^on, it br(^ out into the flame of open 
rebellion. The severity of Solomon's rule was 
the pp^ext, but it was only a pretext, for dur- 
ii^ his ragn Hke nation prospered, grew rich 
luad powearfuL Jeroboam wieAied a disruption 
of tlie kmgdc»B, that he might bear rule; and 
aUbough Ood pennitted it «s a punishment for 
Israri's idcdatry, yet he firowned upon the 
wriekad men who were instrumental in bringing 
Hsm great evil upon his chosen people. 

^Eh^ loyal division took the name of Judah, 
tiiough composed of the two tribes, Judah and 
Benjamin. The revolted ten tribes took the 
niEtme of their leading tribe, Ephraim. Eph- 
raim continued to wax weaker and weaker. 
Filled with envy against Judah, they often 
warred agamst tiiat loyal kingdom, until they 
themsdves weve greatly reduced. At last, after' 
vi^dous vicissitudes, the ten laibes were carried 
awfty, aad aoattwred and lost* We often hear 
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oi ihelost ten tribed. Wbfti became^ ibem 
is a mystery^ Their Booessioii ended in iheir 
being blotted out of eHiBbdWse, ot loafc amidat 
the beatben. God alone knows Irba^ did 
become . of thenou Tb^y resisted tbe powezs 
Hiat be— the ordinanoe of Qod— *aad j»oei¥ed 
to themseliFes d^anation and linnihilatJon. 

As Gx>d dealt witix Israel, 00 will he deal 
viih XL& If we are exalted by rigbteonmite, 
we wiU proi^)er; if we^ as the ten tribes, resist 
ihe ordinance of God, we will perisli. At 
ibis time, many are advoci^ing the conarse of 
ihe t«i tribes. Secession is a word of fineqneat 
occurrence^ It is openly advooated by maay« 
Nullification and rebellion, secessioa and tma- 
son, are convertible t^rms, and no. good dtisNl 
will mention tiiem with approval. Seceisioii 
is resisting the powers that be, and thersfoffe it 
is a violation of God^s commands Where do 
we obtain the right <^ secession? CHearly not 
from the word of G^ which enjoins obedience 
*to all that are in authc^ty, to whom we vm^ 
be subje(^, not oaly for wrath, bat also iar 
eonflcience^ sake. The following flc&riptafal 
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ai^^ttment for seceasioii is often used, 1 Tim. yL 
1 — 6. In these yerses Paul was addressing 
believing eeryeakts, and commanding tbem to 
absent themselves firom the teaching of those 
who taught not the doctrine which is according 
to godliness. In a fonn^ epistle he had 
commanded Christians not to ke^ company 
with the incestuous person who had his fa&er's 
-wife. He directed that they should not keep 
company with any man who was called a 
brother, if he were a fornicator, or covetous, or 
an idolator, or a raU^, or a drunkard, or an 
extortioner; with such a one no n<rt to eat; 
but he expressly decliures that he does not 
allude to those who belong to the above classes 
that have made no profession of religion. He 
does not judge them that are without, for them 
that are without, Grod judgeth. He afterwards 
exjiorts that the church confirm their love 
toward the incestuous person as he had repent- 
ed of his wickedness. This direction of the 
Aposde to believers to withdraw from a 
brother who walked disorderly, till he had 
manifested proper repentance; and his exhorta- 
4 
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tdon to l)elieviiig servants to absent themselves 
from the teachings of errorists, cannot logically 
be constmed as a scriptmral argument in favour 
of secession. Were the President of the United 
States an unbeliever, a profane swearer, a Sab- 
bath-breaker, or a drunkard, this feet would 
not, per se, give us the right to secede or rebel 
against Uie government. 

There is no provision made in the Constitu- 
tion of the United States for secession. The 
wisest statesmen, who made politics their study, 
regarded secession as a political heresy, dan- 
gerous in its tendencies, and destructive of all 
government in its practical application. Mis- 
mssippi, purchased from !EVance with United 
States gold, floored by the nurturing care, and 
made prDq>erous by the wise administration of 
Uie general government, proposes to secede. 
Her political status would then be anomalous. 
Would her territory revert to France? Does 
die pr<^)ose to refund Ae purchase-money? 
Would she become a territory under the juris- 
diction of the United ^tes Congress? 

Henry Clay, the great statesman, Daniel Web- 
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©ter, tie expoond^ of the Constitution, Gene- 
ral Jackson, Qeorge Washington, and a mighty 
liost^ whose names would fill a volume, regarded 
secession as treason. One of our smallest 
States, which swanned with tories in the Bevo- 
lution, whose descendants still live, invented 
Ike doctrine o£ nullification, the first treason- 
able step, which soon culminated in the advo- 
cacy of secession* Why should we secede, and 
ibjm destroy the best, the freest, and most pros- 
perous government on the fitce of the eartht 
the government whi<^ our patriot &thers 
Sought and bled to secure. What has Missis- 
sippi lost by the Unicm? I have resided seveA 
je^us in this SMe, and have an extensive per- 
sonal aoquaintaitce, and yet I know not a single 
individual who has lost a dave through north- 
em influence. I hav^ it is true, known of 
some ten slaves who have run away, and have 
not been foiuuL They may have been aided 
in their escape to Canada by northem and 
southern oiUzemB, for there are numy in the 
South who have given aid and comfort to the 
fttgitivej but the probability is that they 
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perished in tbe swamps, or yf&ce destroyed by 
the bloodhounds. 

The complaint is made that the North 
regards slavery as a moral, social, and political 
evil, and that many of th^n denounce, in no 
measured terms, both alayery and slaveholders. 
To be thus denounced is regarded as a great 
grievance. Secession would not remedy tius 
evU. In order to cure it effectually, w^ must 
seize and gi^ all who thus denounce our pecu* 
liar institution. We must also muzzle timr 
press. As this is impractici^tde, it would be 
well to come to this oondusion:^ — ^If we are 
Terily guilty of the evils charged upon us, let 
us set about rectifying those evils; if not, the 
denunciations of slanderers should not iJfect us 
BO deeply. If our northern brethren are hcmest 
in their convictions of ike sin of slavery, as no 
doubt many of them are, let us list^a to their 
arguments without the dire hostility so fre- 
quently manifested. They take the portion 
that slavery is oiq)osed to the inalienable rights 
of the human race; that it originated in piracj 
and robbery; that manifold cruelties and bar- 
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lumties wte inflicted upon ibe defisnoekis 
daves; that they are debarred £rom intellee- 
tual cnltttre by State laws, which send to 
the penitentiary AcMse who are guilty of in- 
structing them; that ihey are put upon the 
block and sold; parent and child, husband 
and wife being separated, so that ihej never 
again see each other's &oe in the flesh; that 
&e law of ehastity cannot be observed, as 
tiMte are no laws punishing rape oa the 
pesEdon o£ a female slave; that when they 
escape from the threatened cat-o'-nine^ails,^ 
or overseer's whip, they are hunted down by 
bioodhounds, and bloodier men; that often 
tibey are half-starved and half-clad, and are 
itemliALed widi mere hovels to live in; &at 
ibfff are often murdered by cruel overseers,, 
who whip them to death, or overtask them, 
until disease is iaduoed, which results in death; 
fiuit Piasters practically ignore tibe nwrriage 
telatioii among slaves, inasmuch as they fire> 
quimtly separate husband and wife, by sale or 
r^Boval; &at they discourage the formation 
tf that rebtion^ pre&iarii^ that the ofipring of 
4* 
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Amr female alayes should be illegitimate, from 
ihe mistaken notion that it would be morec 
numerous. They charge, also, that slavery 
induces in the luasters, pride, arrogance, 
tyranny, laziness, profligacy, and ereaty form 
of vice. 

The South takes the position, that if slavey 
is sinful, the North is not responsible for that 
sin; that it is a State institution, and that to 
interfere with slavery in the States in any 
way, even by censure, is a violation of tl^ 
lights of the States. The language o£ our 
politicians is. Upon us and our children rest 
tiie evil I We are willing to take the respoa* 
aibility, and to risk the penaltyl You will 
find evil and misery enough in the North 
to excite your philanthropy, and ^nploy 
your beneficence. You have purchased our 
cotton; you have tised our sugar; you have 
eaten our rice; you have smoked and chewecl 
our tobacco— all oi which are the products of 
slave^labour. You have grown rich by traffic 
in these articles; you have monopolized the 
carrymg trade, and borne our slave-produced 
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produds to your shores. Your northern ships,, 
manned by northern men, brought from Africa 
tiie greater part of the slaves which came to 
our continent, and they are still smuggling 
them in. When, finding slavery im^rofitable, 
the northern States passed laws for gradual 
emancipation, but few obtained their freedom, 
ikke majority of them being shipped South and 
aold, sp that but few, comparatively, were 
manumitted. If the slave trade and slavery 
are great sins, the North is particeps crimims, 
and has been from the beginning. 

These bitter accusations are hurled back and 
fi>rth iJirough the newspapers; and in Congress, 
crimination and recrimination occur every day 
ci the session. Instead of endeavouring to 
ealm the troubled waters, politicians are striv- 
ing to render tiiem turbid and boisterous. Sec- 
tional bitterness and animosity prevail to a 
CmucM extoit; bui secession is not the propei: 
lemedy. To cure one evil by perpetrating a 
greater, raiders a double cure necessary. In 
Older to cure a disease, the catlse should be 
Imown, thai we may treat it intelligently, and 
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apply a proper remedy. HaTing obeerved, 
during the last eleven years, that seational 
strife and bitterness were inoreasing with fear* 
ftd rapidi^, I have endeavoured to stem the 
torrent, so fiir as it was possible for individuid 
effort to do so. 1 deem it the imperative duty 
of all patriots, of all Christians, to Arow oil 
upon the troubled waters, and thus save tii0 
ship of State firom wreok lonong the vertiginous 
billows. 

Most of our politicians are demagognea; 
They care not for the people, so that th^ 
accomplish their own selfish and ambitious 
schemes. Give them power, give them money^ 
and they are satic^ed. Deprive them of diese/ 
and they are ready to sacrifice the best interests 
of the nation to secfiire them* Th^ excite 
sectional animosity and party stnf^ and ara 
willing to kindle the flames of civil war Ut 
accomplish their unhallowed purposes* Theyt 
tell us tiiat there is a eomflbt (^ intensk 
between ^e free and slave States^ asd endei^ 
vour to pecipitate a r^olution, that tfa^ mayt 
be lesdersi and obtain positions of truat ai^ 
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profit in the new government whioli they hope 
to establish. The people wonld be dupee 
indeed to abet these wicked demagogues in 
th^ ndSuious * designs* Let us not break 
Ck)d's command, by residing the ordinance ot 
God-r-the powers that be. I am not disousedng 
^e right of rerolution, which I deem a sacred 
right When human rights are invaded, when 
life is endangered, when liberty is taken away, 
when we are not left free to pursue our own 
happiness in our own chosen way — so &x as 
we do not trespass upon the rights of others — 
w^e have a right, and it becomes our imperative 
duty to resist to the bitter end, the tyranny 
which would deprive us and our children of 
our inalienable rights. Our lives are secure^ 
we have freedom to worship God. Our liberty 
is sacred; we may pursue happiness to our 
hearts' context. We do not even charge upon 
the general Government that it has infringed 
these rights. Whose life has been endangered, 
or who^ias lost his liberty by the action of the 
Government ? If that man lives, in all this £iur 
domain of ours, he has the right to complain. 
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But n^&er you iH>r I have ever heard of or 
seen the individual who has thus suffered. We 
have therefore clearly no right o£ revolution. 

Treason ia no light offence. • God, who rules 
the itations, and who has established govern- 
m^itSy will pumsh severely those who attempt 
to overthrow them. Damnation is stated to be 
the pumshment which tiiose who resist th6 
powers that be, will suffer. Who wishes to 
endure it? I hope none oi my charge wffl 
incur this penalty by the perpetration of tre^ 
son. You yourselves can bear me witness that 
I have not heretofore introduced political issued 
into tl» pulpit, but at tiiis time I could not 
acquit my cooad&ice were I not to warn you 
against the great sin some of you, I fear, are 
ready to commit. 

Were I to discuss the policy of a high or 
low tariff, or descant upon the various merits 
attached to one or another form of banking, 
I should be justly obnoxious to censure. Poli- 
ties and religion, however, are not always 
separate. When the political issue is made, 
shall we, cht shall we not, grant lioense to sdl 
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intoricatmg liquors as a beverage? the min- 
ister's duty is plain; he most urge Ids people 
to use their infiu^sioe against granting any 
auch license. The minister must enforoe erery 
mcnral and religious obligation, and point out the 
path ol trudi and duty, ev^i though the princi- 
ples he advocates are by statesmen introduced 
into the arena <^ political strife, and made issues 
by the great parties of the day. I see the 
sword coming; and would be derelict in duty 
not to give you faithful warning. I must 
reveal the whole counsel of €k)d. I have a 
message from God unto you, which I must 
deliver, whether you will hear, or whether you 
will forbear. T£ the sword come, and you 
pmsh, I shall then be guiltless of your blood. 
As to the great question at issue, my honest 
conviction is (and I think I have the Spirit of 
Qod,) that you should with your whole heart, 
and soul, and mind, and strength, oppose 
secession. You should talk against it, you 
sbould write against it, you should vote against 
it, and, if need be, you should fight against it. 
I have now declared what I believe to be your 
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high duty in this emergency. Do not destroy 
the government whioh has so long protected 
yon, and which has never in a single instance 
oppressed you. Pull not down the feir &brio 
which our patriot &thers reared at vast ex- 
pense of blood and treasure. Do not, like the 
blind Samson, pull down the pillars of our 
glorious edifice, and cause death, desolation, 
and ruin. Perish the hand that would thus 
destroy the source of all our political pros- 
perity and happiness. Let the parricide who 
attempts it receive the just retribution which a 
Ipyal people demand, even his execution cm a 
gallows high as Haman's. Let us also set 
about rectifying the causes which threaten the 
overthrow of our, government As we are 
proud, let us pray for the grace of humility. 
As a State, and as individuals, we too lightly 
regard its most solemn obligations; let us, 
therefore, pray for the grace erf repentance and 
godly sorrow, and hereafter in this re^)ect sin 
no more. As many transgressions have been 
committed by us, let the time past of our lives 
suffice us to have wrought the will ol the flesh. 
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and now let us break off our sins by righteous- 
ness, and our transgressions by turning unto 
the Lord, and he will avert his threatened 
judgments, and save us from dissolution, an- 
archy, and desolation. 

K our souls are filled with hatr^ against 
the people of any section of our common coun- 
try, let us ask from the Great Giver the grace 
of charity, which suffereth long and is kind, 
vMeh envieth not, which vaunteth not itself, 
is not puffed up, does not behave itself 
unseetoly, seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in 
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all 
things, beUeveth aU things, hopeth aU things, 
endureth all things, and which nevOT faileth; 
then shall we be in a suitable frame for an ami- 
^eable adjustment of every difficulty; oil wiU 
soon be thrown upon the troubled waters, and 
peftce, harmony, and prosperity would ever 
attend ud; and our children, and our children's ' 
childr^3i will rejoice in the possession of a bene- 
ficent and stable government, securing to them 
all the natural and inalienable rights of man. 
5 
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CHAPTER II. 

VIGILANCE COMMITTEE AND COURT-MARTIAL. 

The election of Delegates to determine the status of Missis- 
Bippi.^The Vigilance Committee— Description of its mem- 
bers — Charges — Phonogn^hy — Na formal yerdiet — Dan- 
ger of Assassination — Passports — ^Escape to Bienri — 
Union sentiment — The Conscript Law — Snmmona to at- 
iemd Conrt-Mardal^— Sraooation of Corinth^-Dvstmotioa 
of Cotton — Suffering poor — ^Belieted hj (General HalleclL. 

SooK n&er tins s^mon was pi^eaehed, t^ 
election was held. Approaching the polk, I 
adced for a Union ticket^ and was informed that 
none had been printed, and that it would be 
advisable to vote the secession ticket. I thonght 
otiierwise, and going to a desk, wrote out a 
Union ticket, and voted it amidst the frowns 
and suppressed murmurs of the judges and bj- 
lenders, and, as the result proved, I had the 
honour of depositing the only vote in fiivour 
of the Union which was polled in that precinct 
I knew of many who were in &vour of tl^ 
Union, who were intimidated by threats, and 
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by the odium attending it from voting at alL 
A majority of secession candidates were elected. 
The oonrention assembled, and on the 9th of 
January, 1861, Mississippi had the unenviable 
reputation of being the first to follow her twin 
sister, South Carolina, into the maelstrom of 
aeoessi(m and treason* Being the only States 
in which the slaves were more numerous tham 
the whites, it becione &em to lead the van in 
'OkQ slave-holders' rebellion. Before Ihe 4^ of 
Mardi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiima 
and Texas had followed in the wake, and weve 
^enguUed in the whirlpool of secession. 

It was now daJigeroiis to utter a word m 
&vcmr of the Union. Many 0uq>e(^ed of Unioa 
sentim^its were lynel^. An old gentleman 
in Winston county was arrested fiH: an act 
committed twenty years befin^e, which was 
oonj^trued as a proc^ of his abolition prooHvi^ 
ties. The old gentleman had several daughters, 
Mid hid moth^-in-law had given him a negro 
girl. Observing tiiat his daughters were be- 
coming lazy, and were in^>osing all the labour 
upon ibtQ slave, he sent h^ back to the donor, 
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with a statement of the cause for retumiiig 
her. This was now the ground of his arreat, 
but escaping from their clutches, a precipitate 
flight alone saved his life* 

Self-constituted vigilance committees sprang 
Up all over the country, and a reign of terror 
began; all who had been Union men, and who 
had not given in their adhesion to tibe new 
order o£ things by some public proclamation, 
were supposed to be disaflfected. The so-called 
Confederate States, the new power, organized 
for the avowed purpose of extendmg and per- 
petuating African slavery, was now in fiiU 
blast. These m-discmt vigilance committees 
professed to carry out the wiU of Jeff Davis. 
AU who W;ere considered disaflfected were re- 
garded as being tinctured with abolitionism. 
My opposition to the disruption of the Union 
being notorious, I was summoned to appear 
before one of these august tribunals to answer 
the charge of being an abolitionist. My wife was 
very much alarmed, knowing that were'I found 
guilty of the charge, there was no hope for 
mercy. Flight was impossible, and I denned 
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it the safest {dan to appear bedEbie the commit- 
lee. I found it io consist of twelve persons, 
five of whom I knew, viz^ Parson Locke, 
Armstrong, Oartledge, Simpson, imd WUbanks. 
Parson Locke, the chief speaker, or rather the 
inqnidtor-g^aeral, was a Methodist minister, 
tliongh he had fedlen into disr^ute among 
his brethren, and was engaged in a tedious 
strife with the church which he left in Holmes 
eoTHtty. The parson was a real Nimrod. He 
boasted that in five months he had killed forty- 
eight Taccoons, two hundred squirrels, smd ten 
deer; 'he had followed the bloodhounds, and 
assisted in the oi^Tture of twdve runaway 
n^roes. W. H. Simpson was a ruling dder 
in my church. Wilbanks was a clever s<Ht 
of did genlil^tnim, who had little to say in the 
msi^xfr. Armstrong was a monoculs^ Hard- 
sh^-Biq>tist Cartkdge was an illkerate, con- 
ceited individual. The rest were a motley crew, 
not one of whom, I feel confident, knew a letter 
in the alphabet The committee assembled in 
an old curiage^shop. Parson Locke acted as 
dutinnan, and conducted the trial, as follows. 
5* 
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"Parson Augltey, yo,u liave been r^)orted to 
ns as holding abolition sentunents, and as being 
disloyal to the Confederate States*" 

"Who reported me, and where. are your 
witnesses?" 

"Any one has a right to report, and it is 
optional whether he confront the accused or 
not. The proceedings of yigQance committees 
are somewhat informal." 

"Proceed, then, with the trial, in your own 
way." 

"We propose to ask you a few questions, 
and in your answers you may defend yourself 
or admit your guilt. In the first place, did you 
ever say that you did not believe that God 
ordained the institution of slavery?" 

"I believe that God did not ordain the insti- 
tution of slavery." 

"Did Qot God command the Isradites to buy 
slaves &om the Canaanitish nations, and to 
hold them as their property for ever?" 

"The Canaanites had flUed their cup of 
iniquity to overflowing, and God commanded 
the Israelites to exterminate them; this, in 
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TiolftlsoQ of God's eommaiHl; they £dled to do. 
God afterwards permitted the Hebrews to 
reduce them to a state of servitude; but the 
punishmCTit virited upon those seven wicked 
nations by the command of Qt>d, does not 
ju^fy war or the slave-trade " 

"DkI you say that you were opposed to the 
slavery which existed in the time of Christ?" 

"I did, because the system of slavOTy pre- 
vailing in Christ's day was cruel in the 
extreme; it conferred the power of life and 
death upon the master, and was attended with 
innumerable evils. The slave had the same 
complexion as his master; and by changing his 
servile garb for the citizen dress, he could not 
be recogniBed as a slave. You yourself pro* 
fess to be opposed to white slavery." 

"Did you state that you believed Paul, when 
he sent Onesimus back to Philemon, had no 
idea that he would be regarded as a slave, and 
treated as such after his return?" 

"I did. My proof i3 in Philemon, verses 15 
and 16, where the apostle asks that Onesimus 
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be received, not as a Bervant, but as a Iwpotb^r 
beloved?" 

"Did you tell Mr. Oreatb ttiat yoti knew 
0Oine negroes who were better, in every lesptct, 
than some white men?" 

"I said that I knew some negroes who were 
better classical sch<^ars than any white men I 
had as yet met with in Choctaw county, Mid 
that I had known some who were pre^mment 
for virtue and holiness. As to natural rights, 
I made no comparison; nor did I say anjrthing 
about superiority or inferiority of raoe. I also 
stated my belief in the unity of the races." 

"Have you any abolition works in your 
library, and a poem in your scrap-book, en- 
titled 'The Fugitive Slave,' with this couplet as 
a refrain, 

<tiie hoonda «r« bajiiig on my track; 
Christiita, wiU yon send me l^kf " 

-'' I have not Mrs. Stowe's nor Helper's work; 
they are contraband in this region, and I could 
not get them if I wished. I have many works 
in my library containing sentiments adverse td 
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the institution of slavery. All the works in 
common use amongst us, on law, physic, and 
divinity, all the text-books in our schools — ^in 
a word, all the works on every subject read 
and studied by us, were, almost without excep- 
tion, written by men opposed to the peculiar 
institution. I am not alone in this matter." 

"Parson, I saw Oowper's works in your 
library, and Cowper says: 

*I would not hare a slaye to fan me when I sleep, 
And tremble when I wake, for all the wealth 
That Binews bought and sold haye eyer earned.' '* 

"Ton have Wesley's writings, and Wesley 
says that 'Human slavery is the sum of all 
villany.' You have a work which has this 
couplet : 

* Two deep, dark atuns, mar all our country's bliss: 
Foul slayery one, and one, loathed drunkenness.' 

You have the work of an English writer of 
high repute, who says, 'Forty years ago, some 
in England doubted whether slavery were a» 
sin, and regarded adultery as a venial offence; 
but behold the progress of truth 1 Who now 
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doubts that be wbo enslaves bis fellow-man is 
guilty of a fearftd crime, and tbat be wbo 
violates tbe seventb commandment is a great 
sinner in tbe sigbt of God?'" 

"You are known to be an adept in Pbono- 
grapby, and you are reported to be a corres- 
pondent of an abolition Pbonograpbic journal.'* 

"I understand tbe iscience of Pbonograpby, 
and I am a correspondent of a Pbonograpbic 
journal, but tbe journal escbews politics" 

Anotber member of tbe committee iben in- 
terrogated me. 

"Parson Augbey, wbat is Funny ograpbjr? 

"Pbonograpby, sir, is a system of writing by 
means of a pbilosopbic alphabet, composed of 
tbe simplest geometrical signs, in wbicb one 
mark is used to represent one and invariably 
tbe same sound." 

"Kin you talk Funnyograpby? and wbere 
does tbem folks live wbat talks it?" 

"Yes, sir, I converse fluently in Pbono- 
grapby, and those wbo speak the language live 
in Columbia." 

"In tb^ Destrict?" 
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"No, sir, in the poetical CJolTimbia." 

I was next interrogated by ano&er member 
of the committee. 

"Parson Aughey, is PhoiK^rapIiy a AboK- 
tionfixin?'^ 

" No, sir ; Pbonograpliy, abstractly considered, 
has no political complexion ; it may be used to 
promote either side of any que^on, sacred or 
profane, mental, moral, physical, or politicaL" 

"Well, yon onght to write and talk plain 
English, what common folks can understand, 
or we'll have to say of yon, what Agrij^ 
said of Paul, 'Much learning hath made thee 
mad.' Suppose you was to preach in Phono- 
graphy, who'd understand it? — ^who'd know 
what was piped or harped? Ill bet hi^ 
some Yankee invented it to spread his abolition 
notions underhandedly. I, for erne, would be 
in &vour of makin' the parson promise to write 
and talk no more in Phonography. Ill bet 
Phonography is agin slavery, tho' I never 
heam tell of it b^re. I'm agin aU secret 
societies. I'm agin the Odd-fellers, Free-ma^ 
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SOUS, Sons of Temperance, Good Templars and 
Phonography. I W2«it to know what's writ 
and what's talked. You can't throw dust in 
iJciy eyes. Phonography, from what I've found 
out about it to-day, is agin the Confederate 
&ates, and we ought to be agin it." 

Parson Locke then resumed: 

"I must stop this digression. Parson 
Aughey, are you in favour of the South?" 

"I am in favour of the South, and have 
always endeavoured to promote the best inter- 
ests of the South. However, I never deemed it 
for the best interests of the South to secede. I 
talked against secession, and voted against 
secession, because I thought that the best inter- 
ests of ihe South woald be put in jeopardy by 
the secesdon of the Southern States. I was 
honest in my convictions, and acted according- 
ly. Could the sacrifice of my life have stayed 
the swelling tide of secession, it would gladly 
have been made." 

"It is said that you have never prayed for 
the Southern Confederacy." 
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"I hare prayed for the whole worid, thm:^ 
it is true that t hare neyer named the Ckmfede* 
rate States in prajer*" 

" You may retire." 

After I had retired, the committee held a 
long consultation. My answers were not satis* 
fiwtory. I nevOT learned all that transpired. 
They brought in no formal verdict Th# 
znigority considered me a dangerous man, but 
&ared to take my Hfe, as they w^e, with one 
ex£$&p&tm, adherents of ol^r denominations, 
and they knew that my people were derc^edly 
attached to me before the secession movement* 
Some of the secessionists swore that they would 
go to my house and murder me, when they 
learned tiiat the committee bad not hanged mew 
My fifiends provided me secretly with arms, 
and I detamined to d^end myself to the last; 
I 8lq)t wilii a double-barrelled shot-gun at my 
head, and was prepared to defend myself 
against a dozen at least 

Learning that I was not aco^table to mMy 
of the membere of my church, whilst my life 
6 
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was in oootinual jeopardy, and my fkmily in a 
state of constant alann, I abandoned my field of 
labour, and sought for safisty in a more con- 
genial dime. I intended to go Nor&. Je£ 
Davis and Ids Congress had granted permiBsion 
to aU who so desired, to leave the South. Several 
Union men of my acquaintance applied for pass- 
ports, but were refased. The proclamaticm to 
grant permits was an act of perfidy; all those, 
so fSEur as I am informed, who made application 
£or them, were refused. The design in thus act- 
ing was to get Union men to declare themselves 
as such, imd afterwards to punish them for their 
aentim^its by forcii^ them into the army, c(mn 
fining them in prison, shooting them, or lynch- 
ing them by mob violence. Finding that were 
I to d^cnand a passport to go north, I would 
be placed on the proscribed Ust, and my life 
tfidangered still more, I declared my intention 
of going back to Tishomingo county, in which 
I owned property, and which was the home of 
many of my relatives. I knew that I would 
be safer there, for this county had elected 
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Union delegates by a migority of over fourteen 
hundred^ and a strong Union sontiment had 
always pfevaileA 

On my arrival in 'Kshomingo, I found Chat 
the great heart of the county still beat true to 
the music of the Union. Being thrown out of 
employment I deemed it my duty, in every pos- 
sible way, to sustain the Union cause and the 
enforcement of the laws. It was impossible to 
go north. Union sentiments could be expressed 
with safety in many localities. Corinth, luka, 
axMl Bienzi had, from the commencement of the 
.war, been camps of instruction for the training 
of Confederate soldiers. These three towns in 
ihe county being thus occupied, Union men 
found it necessary to be more cautious, as the 
cavalry frequently made raids through the coun- 
ty, arresting and maltreating those suspected of 
disaffection. After the reduction of Forts 
Henry and Donelson, aftid the surrender of 
Kashville, the Confederates made the Memphis 
and Charleston railroad the base of their opera- 
tk)ns, their amues extending from Memphis to 
Chattanooga. Soon, however, they were all 
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cottoentrated at CbriBtli, a town in TiBbooiii^o 
MWaty, at tbe junction of the Mempliis and 
Charleston railroad witli the Mobifo and Ohkk 
Afield the battle of Shiloh, whieh was fonght 
on tiie 6th and 7th ctf April, the Federal troops 
held thar advimee at Farmington^ four milet 
fix>in COTinth, w^hile the Oonfecferates ofccnpied 
Oorinfli, their rear guard holding Rienzi, twelve 
aa^ilea south, on the Mobile and Ohio railroad. 
Thus theare w^re two vast armies eiicamped 
in T^hc^QLingo coimty. Being wiliiin the Con- 
federate lines, I, in common with many other% 
£>und it difficult to evade tiie ccoiscript law« 
Snowing that in a multitude of counaeUora 
there is wisdom, we held secret meetings, in 
Older to devise the best method of resisting the 
law. We met at night, and had our counter*^ 
signs to prevent d^ection. Often our wive% 
flustos, and daughters met with us. Our meet^ 
ing-pkce was some rftvine, or seduded glen, as 
&r as possible from tiie haunts of &e secession- 
ists; all were armed; ev^i the ladies had re* 
volvers, and could use them too. The crime ct 
tireason we were resolved not to commit Our 
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certtnseb were somewhat divided, some adyo- 
oalang, as a matter ef policy, the propriet j dl 
attending the militia musters, others opposing 
it for ccmscienoe' sake, and for the purpose *(tf 
avoiding every appearance of evil. Many who 
would not muster as conscripts, resolved to 
escape to the Federal lines; and making the 
attempt two or three at a time, succeeded in 
erossing the Tennessee river, and reaching the 
Union army, enlisted under the old fla^, and 
have since done good service as patriot waf- 
rbrs. Some who were willing to muster as 
eonscripts, were impressed into die Oonfi^derate 
serVice, and I know not whether they ^ver 
found an opportunity to desert. Otha», my* 
sdf among the number, were saved by the 
timely arrival of the Federal troops, and the 
occupation of the coun^ by them^ after Beau- 
regstrd's evacuation of Corinth. I had received 
three citations to attend muster, but disregard- 
ing them, I was sumnu>ned to attend a courts 
mikrtial on the first day of June, at the house <d 
Mr. Jim Mock. The following is a copy of the 
citation. 
6* 
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MftttieSM 1882 

PiBawn Atohay, Ton bftVBnt tended mm of 
oxir mustters as a kcmskrip. Kow you is her 
bi sumenzd to attend a kort nwTBha] on JuA 
tiie :Kist at Jim Mock. 

When I received the summons, I rcsohred to 
attempt reaching the Union lines at Farming- 
ton. Two of my iBriends, who had re<^yed a 
ftimilar summons, expected to accompany me. 
On the 29th of May, I left ftw Bienzsi, where 
my two friends were to meet me. I had no* 
been many lM>urs in Si^izi when it beeamo 
evident that the Confederates were evacuating 
Corinth. On the Ist of June, (the day Ae 
court-martial was to convene,) I had tibe ple»* 
sure of once more beholding the star-c^angled 
banner as it was borne vn front of Gteaeral 
Granger's command, which led the van of &e 
pursuing army. Had I remained and attended 
die court-martial, I would have been forced 
into the army. W^re I then to declare that I 
would not take up arms against the United 
States, I would have been shot, as many 
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hftTe been, far islmi rdusJ ihuB to act. 
Gen^^al BcseeraiWi cai hia arrivali made hk 
tead-quarteTB at my brother's houae, where I 
liad &e pleasure of forming Ids aoquaintance^ 
tc^iher wiMi that of Generals Smith, Grang^> 
and Pqpe. As this county was now oconpied 
hf the ^Federal army, I returned to my £Ei&er* 
in-law'S; within five miles of which place tiie 
oourt martial had been ordered to convene^ 
eonsidering myself comparatiyely safe. I 
kanied that the conrt-martial neyeir mei, 
as Colonel EHiott, in his successful raid upon 
Boonyille; had passed Jim Mock's, scaring htm 
to mok a d^ixee, that he did not venture to 
deep in his house for two weeks. The Union 
cavalry scoured the country in all directions^ 
daily, and we were rejoicing at the proq>ect 
of continuous safety, and freedom from out- 
rage. 

The Bebds, during their retreat, had btdmed 
aU the cotton which was aocessiUe to thdr 
eafvalry, on thdbr route. At night, the flames 
o£ the burning cotton lighted up the horizon 
fer miles aroimd. These baleful pyres, with 
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tiieir lurid glare, bore sad tostimoixy to. tbe 
horrors o( war. la tibds wantioii destnioticHi of 
the great southern stc^e, mauy poor famili^ 
lost their whole staff of bread, and stanratioii 
stared them in the &ce. Many would have 
perished, had it not been for the libearal contri^ 
butions of the North; for, learning the soff^- 
ings of the poor of the South, whose whole 
labour had been destroyed by |»retended friends, 
they sent provisions and money, and thus 
many who were 1^ in utter destttution, w^» 
saved by this timely succor. I have heard 
the rejoicings of the poor, who, abandoned by 
th^ suj^sed friends, were «aved, with ttidp 
children, from death, by the basiefloence of 
those whom they had been taught to regaa*d as 
enemies the most bitter, implacable, immercn&l, 
and persistent Their prayer may well be. 
Save us from our friends, whose tender mercies 
are cruel I I have never known a man to bum 
his own cotton, but I have heard their bitter 
anathemas hurled against those who thus 
robbed them, and their denunciations were 
loud and deep against the government which 
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authorissed enA cruelty. It is true that those 
who thus lose their cottoU; if seceononists, 
receive a "promise to pay,'' which all regard 
as not wortli the paper on which it is written. 
Ere pay-day, those who are dependent on their 
cotton for the necessaries of life, would have 
passed the bourne whence no traveller returns. 
'Tis like the Confederate bonds — at first they 
were made payable two years after date, and 
printed upon paper which would be worn out 
«itirdy in six months, and would have beccmie 
illegible in half that time. The succeeding 
issues were made payaUe six months afiier tiie 
»tification of a treaty of peace between the 
United States and the Confederate States. 
^Rhough not a propjiet, nor a prophet's son, I 
venture the prediction that those bonds will 
never be dUe, The war of elements, the wreck 
of matter, smd the crush of worlds^ announcing 
the end of all things, will be heard socmer. 
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CHAPTER III. 

ARREST, ESCAPE, AND RECAPTURE. 

High price of Provisions — Holland LindBsj's Famiily — ^Tbe 
arrest — Captain Hill — Appearance before Colonel Brad- 
tate at Fulton — Arrest of Benjamin Clarke— 'Bra^ste's 
Insolence — Genoral Chalmers — The clerical Spy — Gene- 
ral Pfeifer — ^Under guard — Priceyille— General Gordons- 
Bound fbr Tupelo— The Pri8<merB entering the Dungeon- 
Captain Bruce — Lieutenant Richard Malone — ^Prison Faro 
and Treatment — Menial Senice — Resolye to escape- 
Plan of esoape-^Federal Prisoners — Co-operstion of the 
Prisoners — Declaration of Independence — ^The Escape— 
The Separation — Concealment — ^TraTel on the Under- 
ground Railroad — ^Pursuit by Caralry and Bloodhounds — 
The iUrest— Dan Barnes, the Hail-iobbor— Fei&dy— 
Hearily ironed — ^Return to Tupelo. 

At this time — May and June, 1862 — ^all mar- 
ketable commodities were commsmding fabu* 
lous prices; as a lady declared, it woidd soon 
be necessary, on going to a store, to carry two 
baskets, one to hold the money, and the other 
the goods purchased. Flour was thirty dollars 
per barrel, bacon forty cents per pound, and 



y Google 



SI^VBBY AND SIOKSSION. 71 

coffee one dollar per pound. Salt was nomi- 
nally one hundred dollars per sack of one hun- 
dred pounds, or one dollar per pound, but there 
was none to be obtained even at that price. 
Ladies were compelled to dispense with salt in 
their culinary operations; even the butter was 
unsalted. Cotton-cards, an article used in every 
house at the South, the ordinary price of which 
is fifty cents per pair, were selling at. twenty- 
five dollars per pair, and wool-cards at fifteen 
dollars per pair, the usual price being ^thirty- 
eight cents. All the cotton used in the manu- 
isucioxe of home-made doth, is carded into rcdls 
upon these cotton-cards, which are brought 
from the North, there being not a single nmnu- 
faotory of them in the South. When the sup- 
ply on hand becomes exhausted, the southern 
home manufacture of cloth must cease, no one 
as yet having been able to suggest a substitute 
for the ©otton-card. There are only three fiicto- 
ries in Mississippi, which must cease running as 
soon as their machinery wears out, as the most 
important parts of the maehineary in those fac- 
tories are supplied fir<Mn the North. The people 
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ate fully aware of these difficulties, but they 
can derise no r^nedy. henoe the high price of 
all articles used in the mamt&oture of all kinds 
of (dotha All manufactured goods were com- 
manding febulous prices. On the occupation 
of the coimty by Federal troops, goods could 
be obtained at reasonable prices, but our money 
was all gone, except Confederate bonds, which 
were wortibless. Planters who were beyond the 
Knes of the retreating army had cotton, but 
many of them feared to sell it, as the Bebeb 
professed to regard it treason to trade with the 
inyaders, and threatened to execute the penalty 
in erery case. As there was no penalty 
attadied to the selling of cotton by one citizen 
of Mississippi to another, some of my firiends 
offi^ed to sell me th^ cottcm for a iieasenaUe 
price. 

I was solicited also to act as their agent in 
the purchase of commodities. I SLgree^ to this 
risk, because of the urgent need of my Mends, 
many of whom were sufBaring greatly fbr the 
indispensable nece^aries of life. I thought it 
was b^tt^ that (me ediould sufiS^r, tfa«nihat the 
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wbeld people slioiild pemlt B7 this ammge- 
ineiit mj Unk>n Mends w^iild eseape the pvniBb- 
ment meted out to thoee who ir^re found guikjr 
<^ trading with the Yankees; if discoTered, I 
alone would be amenable to their unjust and 
cmellaw, and thejwouldihus sare their cotton, 
'Vf^iich was liable to be destroyed at any mo- 
ment by a dash of rebel eavahry. I now hired 
a large number of wagons to haul cotton into 
Eas^rt mid luka, that I might ship it to the 
loyal States. On ihe 2d of June the wagons 
ire»9 U> rendezvous at a certain point; there 
were a sufficient number to haul one hundred 
bale»per trip. I hoped to ke^ them running 
for some time. 

On ihe first of June I rode to Mr. Holland 
Lindsay's on business. I had learned that he 
was a rabid secessionist, but supposed that no 
tebel cavalry had ccmie so &r north as his 
house sulce the evacuation of Corinth. MiC 
Lindsay had gdne to a neighbour's. Hiswifewas 
weaving; die was a coarse, masouline woman, 
and withal possessed of strcmg prejudice against 
all whi^n she did not like, but especially the 
7 
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Ymko^B. I aat dqmn to await tiie seakr^i. tof 
lier husband, and it w»$ not long befiDce Mia 
liadsay lm>aohed tiie exdtEig topic of Ae dajr^ 
|ho war« Sb^ tbua v^a^ h^ qp^eea agsaost 
tb# ITaokctes, 

''Them was soim Yao^k^ calr^r; pa»ia4 
bore Wt wqek — they a«ked n^ if tb^r^r woa 
0&y re)^ 9(x>Titm rowMl here lat^y. Ijcettold 
omitwmtfn<»eof tWbi«a3e&s. Tb»a Ba«ty> 
good for noibia aoamps eaHen*our mm pobela. 
Them nl^er-^toalini t&Sm aeoimdi^ Tbogf 
jraai off ourxuggtfs^ and woat let tia-talaer e» ta 
lybaiuoo aad the o&er tcffirHwos,'' 

J vwtwed to rewark,' "Tke Y$9o3fm^ fti^ 
mean, indeed, not to let t^ take o^m 9^g}ro«»tQ 
the Territoariee* and not t(i help f^tfki l^^nafor 
$<# when they run oft'* 

. Th^emphatftoii^aad^c^Q^ttlad h^^a»i¥Hi# 
of the liindsays ever owned a xt€«|9ro^ heiC^ 
fdafised by the aouthi^ni nabobs as among the 
poor tpbiie troth; wxt did I «^^^er omk a- elai^ 
Her hnsband, howeTer, had <»iee be^o^ ae»t to 
the Legiahiture, whioh led iSae &auly to ape the 
mannere, and rtodionaly oc^y the ultfaiip^ of 



y Google 



.tilife alrnweg ibove "thdm. Mrs. LiiidBay beoame 
-marmo. I ccmohided to ride over and see her 

tHIBbiiWi 

On liijr 'way I met a^ memlx^ of Hill'a eavaJry . 
He halted me^ inquired my name and buflineffi, 
iri^li I gave. He said that, yean ago, he had 
heard me preaeh, toA that he was well ae- 
quainted with my brothers-in-law, who w«?6 
officers in the Bebel army. He informed me 
that his uncle, Mr. Lindsay, had gone across 
«tiie field heme^ and that he hknself was on his 
wvf them. I retulmed wi^ him, but fearing 
arrest, my business was hastily attended to, aild 
X at onoe' started lor my horsiB. By this time 
one or two other cavalry-men rode up. I 
Jieard Mrs^ Lindsay informing her nephew that 
I was a Union man, and advising^ my arre^ 
*Wheci: I had reached my horse, Mn Davis, Lind- 
vay^B aejihaw arrested me, and seat my horse te 
the stable. After, supper my honw was brought^ 
and I was taken to camp. Four men were 
dfitaehed to guard me during the night. l%ey 
Of dfitfted me to lie down on the ground i^ 
sleep. As it had rained during the day, and I 
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Imd no blanketi I insisted upon goiog to a Mr. 
Spig^er'^ about fifty yards distwt, to aecsre 
a bed. After some discussion they consented, 
the guards remaining in the room, and guard- 
ing me by turns during the night. The nast 
xuoming I sought Capttmx, Hill, and asked per- 
mission to r^ium home; when the IbUowii^ 
oolloquy ensued. 

"Are you a Union man?" 

"I voted the UnicHX ticket, sir." 

"That is wt a fair answer. I voted the 
Union ticket myself, and am now warring 
againe^ the Union." 

"I hate seen no good reason for <^nging 
xny sentiments," 

"You confess, then, that you are a Union 
man?" 

"I do; I regard the union o£ &ese States f6 
of paramount importance to the wel&re of 
the people inhaWting them." 

" You must go to head-quartets, where you 
will be dealt wilh as we are accustomed to deal 
with all the abettors of an Aboliticm govern- 
ment." 
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A ^ea;v7 gvuud was ihea detaclied io tlike 
durge of tne, and the oompafiy Bet off for 
Fulton^ the comity seat of ittarvramba oourty^ 
]fiBsiasi^>ii diltatit thiitj miles. Af^ going 
abotit tea miles, we halted, and tm> men ^em 
d^acbed to go forward with Hie prisoners, a 
Mr. Benjamin Clarke and mysd£ Oar guards 
were Dr, Groasltmd, oi BumsriDe, llshomingo 
county, Missismppi, and Ferdinand Woodmfll 
They weie under the influence of liquor, and 
talked inoessantlj, cursing and insulting us, oa 
every occasion, by jabuslve language. They 
detailed to each other a history of tiidr lioen* 
tious mnours. We halted for dinner at one 
o'dock, and being out of money, they ask^ 
me to pay their \SB^ which I did, they pro- 
mising to refund the amount wh«i they reacAied 
Fulton. This (hey forgot to do. 

On our forival at Fulton, we were taken into 
the office of the commander of the posty 
Colonel Bradftite. My fellow-prisoner was 
examined first. Woodruff stated that they 
had played off on Mr. 01ark4^calling on 
7* 
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laim, as he was plowing in the field, stating 
that they were Federal soldiers. They asked 
darke what were his political Tiews. He 
replied that he always had been a Union 
mao — ^had voted the Union tieket, and would 
do it again, if another election were held; that 
he hated the secession principles, and would 
enlist in the Federal army as soon as he got 
his crop in such a condition that his &mily 
eould attend to it. On hearing this statement^ 
Bradfiite became very angry, swearing that 
Clarke ought to be taken out and shot then, 
but that a few days' respite would make but 
little difference. Said he, addressing the 
guards, had you hung Clarke, you would 
have saved us some trouble, and have done 
your country good service. The Colonel, turn- 
ing round, glared upon me with eyes inflamed 
with passion and liquor, and thus addressed 
me: 

*' Are you a Union man too?'* 

"1 am, sir. I have never denied it.'' 

"Where do you reside ?" 
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''I consider Bienzi my home; bnt have been 
^jmg for some time at my &ther-m«law'ff, in 
the soudi-easteni part of Tishomingo county." 

"What is your fether-in-law's name?'* 

"Mr. Alexander Paden." 

"I know the old gentleman and his three 
sons. They are all in the Confederate service^ 
They are brave men, and have done some hard 
fighting in our cause. How happens it that 
you look at matters in a difiEbrent light from 
your relatives ?" 

"I am not guided in my opinions by the 
views- of my friends " > 

"What is your profession?" 

" I am a minister of &e gospeL" 

"I suppose, then, tibiat you go to the Bible 
for your polities, and that you are a sort of 
higher-law man." 

"My Bible teadies, 'Let every soul be sub- 
ject to the higher powers, for there is no power 
but of God; the powOTs that be, are ordained 
of God. Whosoever, therefOTe, resist^h the 
power, resisteth the ordimtnce of God; and 
they that redust shall receive to themselves 
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^bmtiaitioiL' * I inrve sMsl no reason fiyr resist- 
attcd to tbe sdrammeilt und^ ttfliicSi ^e liav^, 
asT a nation^ ao long prcMiperecL^ 

"I c6mmand you to httab, Mr; ytm sfean't 
preach treason to me^ imd if y<m get yonr de- 
werta yon iriH be hung immediately. Have 
you ever been, within the Federal lines 7*^ 

"I have, sir." 

"Atvhat pmnta?'' 

" At Rienzi and IiAa.'* 

" When were yon at luka ?" 

*' On last Saturday," 

'* Had the Federals a large fiwroe at that |)lace> 
and who was in cbinmiand ?" 

"They have a lai^ foroe, and Generals 
^omas and Steadman are in oommand." 

"That is contrary to the reports of oilr soouts, 
who say that there are but two regiments in the 
toiwn. I has you are purposely trying to mis- 
lead ua" 

"General Steadmam has but two regiments 
in the town, but G^nersd Thomas is witShki 
striking distance with a large foorce." 

" Whali wid ycNxr Irasiiiess in loka?'' 
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''I went ibeie to pay a'debt of fi% d<da» 
vrlmh a widow owed, as she wkhed it to be 
p^d in Confederate monej bef<»:e it became 
.worthless" 

*' Have you a Federal pass?" 

"I have none Vith me, but liave one at 
liome." 

''How does it read?" 

" It was given by General Nelson, and reads 
&xib: "The bearer, Bey. John H. Aughi^, has 
permission to ;>ass baokward and forward 
tiirough the lines of this divudoii at will*'" 

" Where were you bom?" 

"I was bom in New Hartford^. Oneida coun> 
ty, New York." 

"Yankee born," said the Oolonel, with a 
BBeer; "you deserve death at the rope's-end, 
and. if I had the power I would hang all Yan* 
kees who ai» among us, for they are all torie% 
whatever may be thdur pretensions." 

"My beisig bom norlii of the nigger^Une^ 
G(donel, if a crime worthy of death, was cer- 
tainly not my fault, but the &ult q£ my partita. 
They did not so mudi as c^isult me in regard 
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4o ftn J i^efdrenbe I taigbt hftvB eouearmng the 
plaed of my aaliyity." 

Woodrufi^ oae of my goiffds, tioir i]rf3nB6d 
tke Colonel that I was a q)y, ana, wyie ^IB 
Confederates were st Ccmnth, haA, to his eer- 
lain knowledge, been tiiree tinves at Na&hv91e, 
carryii^ information. I told Woodruff that 
his statem^it was false, and that be knew it; 
that I had nev^ been ^ Nashrilfe in my life, 
fikeberal CSialmers, who was present^ and Colonel 
Bradfote, al the condtKoon of the «xiBaniniili<»^ 
spent fifkeen or twenty somutes in tx^iiy- dom- 
ing all Yankees, torie^ and trahofs, as tiiey 
toTB^ n& AU file conyersartioft of ih& i^bel 
officers was interlarded with the most horrid 
pro&nity. Q^ieral Cha^eri^ in fi^eaUng, in* 
TariaUy called me the clmcal gpf. We were 
plaoed under guard, and sent to BtooksfviM^ 
len miles distant, the haad^quatters of <3*^iemi 
Pfeifer. ImmBdiately aftwr our arriTal, wis wtsre 
soundly berated by Oenerftl P&iR^, and then 
sent out to the camp, half a mile fi^om the *own, 
where we were plaoed under guafd for Hie night, 
in a smi^ plotof ground surrounded by a dasAA. 
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We haid bo «ii{^m*, nd bo Uaoketo to doep 
OB. Our bed was the ecld grousd, our corer- 
l»g tibuB bine oaoopj e£ beaven^ The next 
]siemBf;.we viere started, without breakfiifit^ 
uj^br % beaTj . guard, Bumberiug fourteen 
oavahy, to Priceirille, six Biiles wes^ oi Brooha^ 
ifHiff. Prieeville was Bamed ki hoitour of 
General StadiBg Prioe, or nih^ the little 
vfllaga wh««i he escamped had its name 
changed in his honour. When we reached 
j|^i»|viile we werec taben to the head-quarters. 
0i General Jordan, and immediately brougl^ 
iB*o l»s preseftce. After reeding the letter 
leaded Jta him by one of the guard, he mii, 
loddBg sternly at me, 

''You a^e charged .wi& sedition.'* 

J a^ed bun what sedstian meamt, to which 
hej^ied; 

'' It maaae «»ough to bmg you, you ^Ua»- 
OMatofyl^ 

He also asked me wh^ie I wms ham. My 
rqply wa% ia the State o£ New York, near 
Utk^a, in Cteeida,couidiy. 

"Thw you doubly deeearve dea^i," said he. 
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"As to the guflt <rf my nalivi^,'' said I, "it 
is not my &uk^ for I could not have helped it 
if I had tried. Biit I glory in my native SiM^ 
She has never done anything to disgx]ace her. 
Sbfs never r^udiated her just debts, nor com*^ 
nutted any other disgraceful act" 

"Well, you ought to have staid there^ ot 
have gone back when Mississippi seceded." 

"Give me an opportunity, and I will go 
instanter." 

" The first going you will do, will be to go to 
hell, where, if the devil had his due, you would 
have been long ago ; and before you leave us^ 
ire will give ycHi a free ticket to the shades 
infernal." 

"Thank you for your kind oflBar to give me 
a free pass to the infi^rnal regions. I did not 
know before that you were the devil's tieket- 
ag^it You have me in your power, and may 
destroy my life; but when you have done that,* 
there is no more thi^ you can do." 

Very little was said to my fdlow-prisoner^ 
Clarke. A few curses for a traitor, tory, &c., 
was about all. We were now placed under 
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guard, and ocmducted to Tupelo, and after 
Tisiting the provost-marslial's office and the 
ot^e of the oommander o( the poet, whose 
names were Peden and Clare, we were com- 
mitted to the Central Military Prison. As we 
entered. Captain Bruce and Lieutenant Malone 
(two gentlemen who had been elected to those 
offices by their fellow-prisoners) received us 
with a cordial greeitmg. Captain Bruce thus 
addressed us: 

"Welcome g^tlemen, thrice welcome* I 
am rejoiced to see you at my hoteL We are 
now doing a land-office business, as the large 
number of my boarders, whom you see, will 
testrfjr. We have num^x>us arrivals daily, 
whilst the departures are very few, giving 
evidaEiee that all are satisfied with their treat- 
ment. The bill of fiffe is not very extensive. In 
these war times we must not expect &e luxu^ 
ries of life, but be content with the neoeasariea 
It is true, we cannot fumit^ yoii with oc^ee, or 
molasses, or sugar, or salt» or berf, (xe vegeta* 
bles; but we have something mote substantial 
--*we have flour, rathw dark in oobur, to be 
8 
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Buret but people must not be squeamish. The 
boarders are required to do their own cookia^ 
as they could oth^rwke have but little exer- 
cise; we consider it a sanitary measure, exer- 
cise being indispensable to health. We for* 
nish the boarders, also, with meat — ^none of 
your lean meat, either, but &t middling, wiA a 
streak of lean in ik The Bible promises the 
righteous that their bread shaU be giren, and 
tiieir water sure; but we go beyond the prcK 
mise, and give not only bread (or rather the 
flour to make it) and water, but also fiii, strong 
Bieat What room will you be pleased to 
have?" 

. I replied, that as tihey seemed to be crowded^ 
I woubl choose number 199. 

''Well," said ii» Captain, ''it shall be pre- 
pared. Lieut^[umt Malone, have room num- 
ber 199 fitted up for the recepti<m of these g^^ 

lAeutenant Malcoie replied, that ibe roott 
designated would be fitted up in style for oat 
reception. He asked us if we had dined. 

"No," replied Clarke; "we have not tasted 
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food since yestorday at noon, when the Parson 
paid for kis own dinner and the dinner of the 
guards. We asked for something to eat, bat 
were as often refused, and now we are in a 
starving condition." 

"I pity you," said Malone^ laying aside his 
&cetious style; '*you shall have something to 
eat as soon as it can be cooked." 

He then went to some of the prisoners, and 
aet thOTi to cooking, and we were soon fur- 
nished with the best repast the poor fellows 
could siq)ply. 

We entered the prison July 8d,- 1862, at two 
o'clock, P. M. Our prison was a grocery- 
house, its dimensions about twenty-five by fifty 
feet When we were incarcerated, fliere were 
about seventy prisoners in the building, whitesf, 
midattoes and negroes. The prison was filthy 
in the extreme, and filled with vermin; even 
our food was infested with them. No brooms 
wwB ftimished us, and we could not sweep 
the floor. No beds were furnished, and we 
were compelled to lie upon the floor, with no 
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covering, and nothing but the hard plaoloi 
beneath ub. 

Several times a day officers would come in 
and order a specified number of men to go ajod 
work, under a strong guard. We were mada 
to dean the streets, roll barrds^ and clean tbe 
hospital; but our own prison we were not per- 
mitted to clean. Eyerj kind oi drudgery, and 
the most menial services, were imposed upon 
us. 

The crimes charged up<m the prisoners were 
desertion, trading with the Yankees, adhesioi^ 
to the United States govemmait or Unionism, 
acting as spies, revising Confederate bond^ 
and piloting the Yankees. The ccuQ^ie of the 
negroes and mulattoes was endeavouring to 
esci^ on the underground railroad from Dixie 
land and the Iron Furnace. These remained 
till their masters were informed of their .arresty 
.and came for and rdeased them. On the evei\- 
ing preceding our imprisonment, two prisoners 
bad been led out and shot, and I soon learned 
,that this was no unusual occurrence. Nearly 
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^rery day witnessed the exeeution of obc or 
more of us. Those who were doomed to die 
w&re heavily ironed. In some cases, however, 
those who w^re not in fetters w^re taken ont 
and shot or hanged, often with no previoQH 
warning; though scnnetimes a few hours warn- 
ii^ -was given. 

Our privations were so great from a want of 
proper food and water — ^for the scanty amount 
of water famished us was tepid and foul — and 
from a lack of beds, cots, coucl^s, or scone- 
tiuBg better than a filthy floor whereon to sleep, 
that I resolved to attempt an escape at the risk 
of my life. I felt confident that I could not long 
survive such cruel treatment. As soon as ray 
arrest was known to the thirty-second Missis- 
KLppi regiment, encamped in the suburbs of 
Tt^)ek>, the colonel, major, adjutant, and one c^ 
the captains called upon* me. This regiment was 
raised in Tishomingo county, one of the com- 
panies, the ZoUicoffer Avengers, bdng fi^m 
Rienzi, wlrore I had been for years proprietor 
and Principal of the Rienzi Female Seminary* 
The daughters of many of the officers of this 
8* 



y Google 



90 THA IBOK ItJJEINACS; QK 

raiment had been educated at this Semiimiy 
during my superintendenoe. Some df Aese 
cheers had expressed themselves under greaA 
oUigi^ons to mC; for the thorough, moral, mea- 
tal, and physical training of th^ duldresi 
while under my care. As proof of this, I have 
their own statements, as published in the publio 
journals of the day. Owing me a debt of grati- 
tude, as they professed, could I expect less tbaa 
the manifestation of deep sympathy for me in 
my sad condition — confined in a gloomy dun^ 
gean, deprived of the comforts, yea, even flw 
necessaries of life, menaced and insulted by the 
ofi&cers in whose power I was ? Whatever may 
have been my hopes, they were doomed to be 
blasted. These summer Mends, so obi^uioua 
in my prosperity, conversed &>t a while > <m 
indilferent topics, never alluding to my condi*' 
tion, and as I did not obtrude it upon their 
attention, they left, promising to call s^ain. I 
said, "Do so, gentlemen;* you wiH abrays find 
me^^ Aom6." Adjutant Irion, as he passed cmt, 
asked Ideutemmt Malone what the diarge was 
a^painst ma. Malone r^pUed that I was charged 



y Google 



SLAVXEY AND gl088aH»r. 91 

with being a^tTmon man. He adjutant said, 
in a bitko* and sarcastic tone, that I should 
never hare been brought to Tupelo, but on my 
arrest should haye been sent to 1^ from the 
low^^t Hmb of the nearest tree. 

Having determined to escape at all hazaijis, I 
(Sought out an aooompUce, a campagrum de voyage; 
iihstit person was Bicdiard Malone; his piercing 
eye, his intellectual physiognomy, led me to 
believe that if he oonsented to make the at« 
tempt wkh me, otir chances for escape would be 
good. I drew Malone to one side, and covertly 
introduced the matter. He soon got my idea, 
^md drawing from his pocket a paper, showed 
*ine the route mapped out which he intended to 
piErsae, as he had for some days determined to 
escape, oir die in the attempt. He was charged 
with being a ^y, and there was little doubt 
that they would establish his guilt by jEsdse tes*- 
timony* We went out now under every p6ssi- 
ble pretext. We no long^ shuimed the guard 
who came to obtain prisoners «to do servile 
labour. Our object being to reconnoitre, in 
oider to learn where gua;rds were stationed, and 
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to (tetermi^jd the best m^hod of escape through 
the town after leaving the prison. Baring the 
day we made these observaticms: that thei^ 
were two guards stationed at the back door, who 
were very verdant; that they would, a&e^ 
relief, come on duty agttin at midnight; that 
there was a building on the south side of tibe 
prison, extmiding bey(md tiie prison and beyond 
the guards; thiUi the moon would set about 
eleven o'clock, P. M.; that th^re were no 
guards stationed on the south side of the prison 
during the day; that one of the planks in 
the floor coidd be easily removed; and that 
there Were several holes, when we were onm 
under the floor, by whish egresS might be made 
either on the north or soudi side; that the 
coast was probably clearest in the direction of a 
corn-field some two hundred yaMs distant in 
a northwest direction. 

At four o'clock P. M., our plan was ftdly 
piatured. At midn^ht, ^the moon befaa^g down^ 
and the verdant guards on duty) we would 
raise the plank, get under the floor, and mys^ 
in the advance, make our exit through one of 
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the holes on tbe south side of the jail, tiien 
cira^l to the bmlding, some fifteen feet distant, 
and continue crawling till we passed the guards; 
then rise and make our way as cautiously as 
possible, to % point in the oom-field, a short 
dii^nce in the rear of a garment whiah was 
hanging upon the fence^ The one who first 
.arriyed must await the other. A s^nal was 
agteed, upon, to prevex^ mistaka If tl^ 
guards c^ered ois to halt, we had rescdvad to 
risk their &re, our wi^ichword being, Liber^ 
-<»rdeathl 

About this time the prisoners chose me 
-^sekt chaplain by acdamatiLcm. During the 
ctsty, we made known our intention of escap- 
ing to several fellow-prisoners, who promised 
us all the asdstance in their power. All the 
pds(mers who knew of the matter, earnestly 
'desired our escape, and co-operated with us 
in dfeeting it Clarke and Bolmison begged 
us to take them along, averring there vm& 
no doubt that they would be diot. Malone 
told th^n that no more than two could go 
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togetiher; that if ihej wished to esGi^, th6j 
could make the attempt half an hoiur aft^ xmb, 
whidi they agreed to. Clarke, however, <^am9 
to me, and desired me to take Urn aloi^, 
as he woidd rather go with us than wift 
Bofoinaoiu He had a wife and fire moaatll 
children dependent on him for support, and if 
he perished, they must perish too. I consuUed 
Malone, bnt he would not agree to haTe.C3ai^e 
go with xtB. Three would be too many foaf 
safety, and he doubted whel^er Clarke I^ i^* 
ficient nerve to &ce the glittering bayonet^ or 
ta(^ enough to pass through the camps with- 
out detection. He mi^t commit some blunder 
which would ^idimger <»ir safety. I informed 
Clarke that the arrangement made, in whi^ 
he and. £o)^lnson were to go together, must be 
adhered to. He b^ged me, by all iliat waft 
sacred, to^ take him along. But Malone was 
inexOTable, and I thought it best to acquiesce 
in his judgment 

Night drew on apace. Thick darkness gatht^ 
^red around us, and murky clouds covered ibe 
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sk J, as we sat down with the Federal prisoners 
to our k^nty allowance. While partaking of 
oor rude fare, Malone thus spoke: 

^' This day is the 4th of July, 1862, the anni- 
Tersary of our patriot fothers' declaration of 
mdepend^ice of British tyranny and oppres- 
sion, l^ey had much to complain o£ They 
aa£Eered grievons wrongs luid crud Ixnidage, 
Bat eighty-six years ago to-day they declared 
tikemsehres to be a free and indep^oident peo 
jAe, w1k> wonld rather die than* be agaia 
enslaved. Of what worth was their declaration 
if &ey had remained inaotiye? Snpineness 
wonU not have saved Ihenu But tmstii^ in 
our Qod, who gives success to the righteous 
cause, thsy imperilled their lives, they hazard- 
ed tibflir fortunes, and with untiring energy and 
■feepless vigilance they contested to the bitter 
«iid against all efforts to deprive ihem' of their 
ifwdiffliable rights. Success crowned their ef- 
forts, and they rid themselves of tyrants' chains. 
We (I a&ide to my Mend, Parson Aughey, and 
myself) degenerate sons of these noble sires, 
have sofiEered wrong, nay, gross outrage. Oiti- 
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wetm of the sunny So\3tth, guilty c^ m> olfenoe 
whatever, not even of oonstructiye ciime, we 
are immured in a loathsome dungeon, deprived 
of tfio oomfOTta of life, separated firc^n oar 
fiuQiiUes, azkd Bufifered to have no oommusoea-^ 
tion with Hxeai] dragging out a miserable exifft- 
enoe, which an ignominious death on ihe soaf- 
fie>ld must soon end. We, therefore^ John H. 
Aughey and Bichard Malone, in view of thfiae 
aooumulated wrongs and outrages, solemnly 
swear befi>rB H^h Heaven^ and in presenee of 
these witnesses, that we will be firee, or pecradi^ 
in tiie att^npt. Appealing to the God of liber- 
ty, of truth, and of righteousness, for the xeeA- 
tude of our motives and the justness of one 
eanae, we commit ours^ea iiKto his hmidBr 
and implore his protedicm amid the dangers 
through which we are about to pass> aad hmn- 
l:^y pray that he will give us suoeess, and 
rei^re us iq)eedily to our &milies and iAsfSi^ 
and to the enjoyment of oxir inalienable rights, 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of ha|)pii^8s.'' 

Grtt^ing the Lieutenant by the hand, I con- 
sentt>d to this Declaration of Independeaoe of 
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rebel thraldom. We gftYO our respeotive 
addresseB to c^ur friends, wbo promised, that if 
ibej were ever liberated, and we were killed 
by the guards, they would write to our &mi* 
lies, infcMrming them of the maaner of our 
death. 

About ten o'dook, Malone raised the plank, 
and I went under to reoonnoitre. I remained 
under the floor about ten minutes, haying 
learned tiiat there were no guards patroling the 
south side of the house, as we feared might be 
tiae case after night We had learned, firom 
obserration, ihat there were none during &e 
day« Just at the noon of night, we heard ^ 
rdi^ ealled. Malone and I endeavoured to 
find the prisoners who were to nose the plank, 
but not being able readily to do so, we raised 
tl^ plank ourselves, and both got under with- 
out diffieulty. Malone getting under first, was, 
-contrary to agreement, compelled to take the 
lead. As he was passing out, he made con- 
siderable noSse. To warn him of the danger, 
I paitted him on the back. Beaching back, he 
gave my hand a warm pressure, to assure me 
9 
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tbat all was right, <^ passed out I followed, 
and reaohed the designated point in the corn- 
field in about half an hour, having to use the 
utmost precaution, and in some cases to pass 
ibe gimrds bj crawling in a serpentine manner. 
When I arrived, I gave the preconcerted sig- 
nal, but Malonewas nowhere to be seen. I 
waited for him two hours at least, when 1 was 
eosnpelled to 4iedc my safety alone. 

N<^ bring able to meet with my friend, I 
regarded as a gr^t misfortune, because, after 
reaching a point ten mUea north of Tupelo, he 
would be fftmiliar with the country. I had fre- 
quently passed through the town on tiie ruil- 
m>ad, but knew nothing of the country through 
which I must travel. Somewhat depressed in 
sprits at the loss of my compagnon de voyage, 
I resolved to reach my fiyoaily by the safest and 
saoot prac^cable route. Still in the midst of 
camps, I had consid^able difficulty in making 
m^y way out of them. When I thought that 
tins had been effected, I found that day was 
brightening in tl^ east. Looking around for 
some place to hide, I soon found a dense. 
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jthough small thic]^ in which I secreted 
myself as covertly as possible. Having dept 
but little since my arrest, I endeavoured to 
compose myself to slumber, and partially sue- 
ceded ; but soon the noise and conftuaon df 
soldiers passing and re-passing near, awoke and 
alarmed me. I soon learned that I was near a 
camp, and that the soldiers had found a suit- 
able place for bathing in a cre©k which ran 
witjiin thirty yards of my place of conceal- 
ment. There were two paths by which they 
reached the creek. On one, they passed within 
fifteen feet of me; on the other, within six or 
seven. About nine o'clock, I heard the boom- 
ing of cannon all around me, proceeding firom 
the different camps. The soldiers who passed 
me stated, in their conversation, ^at ike can- 
non were firing in honour of a great victory 
obtained over General McClellan, in Virginia. 
According to their statement, his whole army, 
after a succession of losses, during eight days' 
fighting, had been completely annihilated, and 
that Stonewall Jackson would be in Washing- 
ton city before the close of the week. 
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The day passed slowly away. At one tim^ 
two soldiers came withm a Ibw feet of me ia 
search of blackberries, but passed out without 
detecting me. At another time two soldiers sat 
down to converse, so near that thdbr lowest tones 
were distinctly audible. One informed the odi^ 
that he had beenin town m the mOTning, lUEid 
had learned that the Chrical Spy, Parson 
Aughey, and a fellow by the name of Malone, 
had broke jail, but that they would soon be 
brought in, as a company of cavalry had been 
put on their track, with a pack of bloodhounds. 
Soon after this, ohe of them arose aiwi struck a 
bush several times, which seemed to be but a 
very short distance above my head. I thought 
that he had discovered me, and was about to 
rise and run, when I heard him say to his oomr 
panion, that he had attempted to kill a very 
liHTge snake, which had escaped to the bushes. 
I began to feel somewhat uncomfortably situ- 
ated when I learned that I was in close prrac- 
imity to a large snake, though I would have 
pr^pred me^ng with an anaconda, boa-ccm- 
strictor, ratdesnake, or even the deadly oo}»ra 
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di oapdUo, rather than with thoae vileseoessbu* 
ists tiiirsting for innocent blood. 

I- thought this 6th of July was &e longest 
day I had ever known. The son was so long 
in reaching the zeniA, and so slow in passing 
down tile steep ecliptio way to the oooidenk 
The twihght, too, seemed of endless dnratioii. 
Bnt as all long dxys have had an epid, so had 
4his. The stars came glittering one by oh^ I 
soon recognised that old staunch and immovable 
fir^nd of all travell^ <m the underground rail- 
road, tiie polar-star. 

Bising fix>m my lair, I was soon homeward 
bound, guided by the north-star and an oriental 
oonstdlation. Plunging into a dense wood I 
Ibuttd my rapid advance impeded by the un- 
dergrowth, and great difficulty in following my 
gtdding stars, as the boughs of the great oaks 
rendered them invisible, or dimly seen. Fa- 
tigued, hungry, and sleepy, I at length lay 
down at the foot of a large swamp-oak tree, 
' intending to take a nap, and then rise and pitr- 
stie my journey. When I awoke the sun was 
just rising. I arose filled with regret for the 
9* 
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time I had heL Though somewhst refiresbod 
by my sotind sleep, yet I was very hungry 
aod almost &masbed with thirst 

Afi^ travt^ling about half a mile I came to 
a small log-hoose on a road^ode. Feding eud; 
and &mt, I resolved to go to Ihe ho\isQ to 
obiam water, and, if I liked the appeanoKse^ 
the inmates, to reveal my condition, aod ask for 
aid. *Upon reaching the house I met Ihe pro 
{MTtetor, Imt did not like hk physiognomy^. He 
looked the villain; a Sinister exprsfssion,^ coon- 
tenance revealing no intellecto^ty , es:cept a sent 
of low cunning, bore testimony tiiat it would 
be fooli^ to repose confidence in the possessor 
of such villanous looks. I asked for water^ iiir 
t^iiding to drink and leave. He pdnted to the 
budget; I drank and bade him good morxdng^ 
and turned to leave. I had proceeded but 
a few steps, when I was ordered, in a ^n- 
tc^an ton^ to halt. On looking round, I 
saw a soldier within a few steps, presentii^ a 
double-barrelled gun; another soldier was 
staodzng near, heavily i»ined. Z asked by 
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iHuit BUthoritj he halted me. Towhioh he 
replied: 

'^I know you, sir; I have heard yon preach 
frequOTttly. You are Parson Aughey, and you 
were arrested and cmifined in prison at Tupelo. 
I was in Lowrey's regiment yesterday, and 
learned that you had broken jail; and now, ar, 
you must return. My name is Dan Bamea. 
You may have Beard of me.*^ 

I had indeed heard of him. He had been 
guilty of robbing the United States mail, had 
fled to Napoleon or Helena, Arkansas, where 
he was arrested, brought back, and incarcer- 
ated in jail at Pontotoc, and confined there for 
nearly a year. As the evidence against him 
was positive, he would have been sent to the 
p^itentiary; but, fortunately for him, at thid 
juncture Mississippi seceded. There being then 
no United States oifficers to execute the laws, 
he was liberated, and soon after joined the 
army. 

After breakfast, which I paid for, Barnes 
called me to one side, and told me tiiat he &it 
sorry for me, and would afford me an opportu- 
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nity of escapiiig, if I would pay him a reasoor 
able sum. He had been in a tight place him- 
8elf> and would have been glad had some friend 
been near to aid him. He named two hundred 
and forty dollars as the recmnabh sum for 
permitting me to escape. After getting my 
money, thek horses were saddled, and telling 
me he was playing'-off on me, said I must go to 
General Jordan's head-quarters at Prioeville, to 
which place he and Huff, the proprietor of the 
log cabin, conducted me. 

On my arrival. General Jordan ordered me 
to be put in irons, and placed under guard. I 
was taken to a blax^ksmith's shop in tiie town, 
the General accompanying the guard, and heavy 
iron bands were put around my anJdes, and 
connected by a chain. The bands were put on 
hot, and my boots were burnt in the operation. 
The blacksmiUx seemed averse to t^e order, and 
only obeyed it upon compulsion. The Genersd 
stood by, and saw that it was well done. "Iron 
him securely— securely, sir," was his oft re- 
peated order. The ironing caused me much 
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pain. My ankles were long discoloured from 
Uie effects of it 

After my manacles were put on, I was 
taken back to Tupelo by Barnes and anoth^ 
guard. On my arriyal; the commander of the 
post and the Provost Marshal were filled with 
joy. Barnes gaye them the history of the 
arrest, stating that I had attempted to bribe 
him; that he listened to my proposition with 
indignation, and when he had got the money, 
performed «Fhat he regarded his duty. The 
commander replied that all the property ol 
traitors was theirs, and that he did right in 
deceiving me, after accepting the bribe. He 
also recommended Barnes for promotion for his 
heroic and patriotic act in arresting me. {Per- 
haps it secured for him a captaincy.) The fol- 
lowing colloquy now took place between the 
ccHumander of the post, the Provost Marshal, 
and myself: 

"Why did you attempt to leave us?" 
'^Because, sir, your prison was so filtliy, and 
your fare so meagre and unwholesome, that I 
could not endure it long, and live." 
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"Parson, you know the Bible says, the 
wicked flee when no man pursueth, but the 
righteous are as bold as a lion« You must 
have been guilty of crime, or you would not 
have tried to escape.** 

"I may have been guilty of the offence 
dmrged against me, and yet innocent of real 

"You shall never be taken back to the 
prison you left, rest assured of that. Did any 
of the prisoners know of or aid jppu in your 
escape?" 

"No, sir; none of them knew anything 
about it." 

" Are you telling the truth?" 

"lam." 

"Where is Malone?" 

" I never saw him after I left the building." 

"He cannot escape; the cavalry are after 
him, and he will be brought in soon, dead or 
alive." 

"Why did you attempt to bribe Barnes?" 

"It was his own oflfer. I knew that his 
cupidity was great, and thought it no harm ta 
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ao^pt his offer. If Barnes had his deserts, he 
would now be hard at work in the peni- 
tentiary." 

" Did the jury that tried him, acquit him?" 
"No. The secjession of Mississippi saved 
him. I refer you to Colonel Tison, who is in 
Tupelo, for the particulars. He being marshal 
oi North Mississippi, arrested Barnes, and 
knows all about it. He found on his person 
the evidence oi his guilt, the money and checks 
stolen when he robbed the mail." 

" Parson, you will not be immediately exe- 
cuted, but you will, without doubt, hang in a 
week or two, so that, if you have any word to 
send your family, you have permission to do 
so." 

"May I write a letter to my wife?" 
"You may, and I will see that it is for- 
warded to her," 

I sat down and wrote a letter, a very 
common-place letter, to my wife, inserting, 
occaaonally, a word in phonography, which, 
taken in connection, read thus: "If possible, 
inform General Rosecrans or Nelson of my 
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arrest." While inspecting the lettOT, Lieu- 
tenant Peden notioed the phonography, and 
asked me to read it. I read it thna: ''My 
dear wife, I hope to be at home floon. Do not 
grieve " This letter they never sent. It was 
merely an act of duplicity on their part, to 
obtain some concession, which might be used 
against me. The guard, receiving orders, now 
conducted me to a hotel, and placed me in a 
small room, two guards remaining inside, and 
two at the door outside, with orders to shoot xm^ 
if I made the least cU^mpt at escape. I re- 
mained in this room only a few ho^jirs, after 
which I was taken to my old prison. As I 
entered, my old friends, the prisoners, crowded 
around me, and Captain Bruce addressed me 
in his facetious manner. In prison, his wit had 
beguiled many a tedious hour. His humour 
was the pure Attic salt. 

"Parson Aughey, you are welcome back to 
my house, though you have played us rather a 
scurvy trick in leaving without giving me the 
least inkling of the matter, or settling 'your 
bill." 
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I replied: "Captain, it was hardly right; but 
I did not like your fexe, and your beds were 
fQled with vermin." 

** Well, you do not seem to have fared better 
since you left, for you have returned." 

"Ci^tain, my return is the result of coercion. 
Some who oppose this principle when applied 
to themselves, have no scruples in enforcing it 
upon others. 

** No rogue e'er felt the halter drftw» 
With good opinion of the law ;'' 

is an old saw, and the truth of proverbs is sel- 
dom-affected by time. I am your guest upon 
compulsion; but remember, I will leave you 
tbe first opportunity." 

Upon hearing this, an officer present swore 
that when I again left that building, it would be 
to cross the railroad, (the place of execution.) 

The prisoners gathered around me, and I 
related to them my adventures. They then 
informed me of what had transpired during my 
absence. Clarke was taken out of prison to 
guide a cavalry company in search of me. 
10 
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CSftrke informed me that they scoured tTie 
eountry, and then went to my fether-in-law's; 
and after searching the premisea, returned, 
believing that I had gone due north towards 
Bienzi, in which direction another company 
had been despatched. On th«r return, Clarke 
■^aa remanded to jail. At roll-call — seven 
o'clock, A. M,, we were miased. The cavalry 
were immediately sent in pursuit All ihe 
guards on duty during the night were put 
under arrest.. Our method of escape was soon 
discovered, and the guards were released, as 
they were not at &ult A hxge number of 
iqpikes were hammered in the floor, the guards 
were doubled, and greater vigilance aijoined. 
The prisoners were questioned, strictly and 
individually, to learn whether any of them 
knew of our intention to escape, or had ren- 
dered us any assistance. They all positively 
denied any knowledge of the matter. They 
asked me whether I had given the officers any 
information about their knowledge of our 
designs, and cooperation in effecting them. I 
replied that I had positively denied that any 
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except Malone and myself w^^ privy to oiur 

plans. 

I moyr state here tlu^ it is difficult to justify 
a fiJsehood. We ought to utter truth alwayd, 
without ex^geration or prevarication, leaving 
consequences with God. We should do right 
without regard to results, for with consequences 
we have no business; but in this case the 
temptation to utter an untruth was great. 
These wicked men, thirsting- for my blood, had 
no right to make me criminate myself or my 
coadjutors. It would have been wrong for me 
to give them the information they desired. 
Truth is too precious for a secessionist, thirst- 
ing for innocent blood. Had I refused to 
answer, tiiey would have suspected that some 
cf my fellow-prisoners aided us, and would 
have either forced me to tell who they were, or 
would have hanged me instantly for my ref a- 
saL If I had given information, and crimi- 
nated those who had befriended us, they would 
have been severely punished, and I have been 
guilty of the basest ingratitude; I would 
have been shunned by the prisoners, and 
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T^arded as one of the meanest of men^ one 
of the veriest wretches in existence; I conld 
never again ask nor expect aid m a similar 
attempt to save myself from a violent desUh. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

LIFE IN A DUNGEON. 

Parson Angbey as Chaplaiii — ^Description of the Prisoners — 
Colonel Walter, the Judge Adyocate— Charges and Sped- 
fieatioBfl against Parsoil Anghey — A Citisen of the Coa^^ 
federate Statos — ^Ezecntion of two Tennesseeans — En- 
Hetment of Union Prisoners — Colonel Walter's Second 
viidl— Day Of Exeo«tion stMcilled^Farewell Letter t# 
my Wife— Parson Anghey's Obitnary penned by him^ 
self— Address to his Soul— The Sonl's Reply— Farewell 
Letter to his Parents*-*The Union Prisoners' Petition to 
Hon. W. H. Seward— The two Prisonore and the Oath of 
Allegiance — ^Irish Stories. 

I WAS remanded to jail on Sabbath; the 6th 
of July, 1862. On the day of my escape I had 
been elected chaplain. Captain Bruce asked 
permission for me to hold divine service^ to 
which no q)ecial objection was made.* I con- 
ducted the services as I would have done vr&ne 
I in my own pulpit. The best order wa& main- 
tained by thd prison^^ and a deep seriouft- 
ness jwevaileAr The songii of Zk)n resounded 
Arough the prison-house^ tod a great eon- 
10* 
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coarse of solcUers assembled outside tlie goardiit 
in front of the door, causing considerable inter* 
ruption by their noise and insulting language. 
Several officers, also, saw ^t to come in and 
interrupt the services by conversing in a loud 
tone, and asking me how I Uked my jewelry, 
referring to my fetters. The prisoners protest- 
ed against iheir rude and ungentlemanly con- 
duct, but with little effect. They sent a remon- 
otranoe to the commander of the post, but he 
treated it with silent contempt. ^ 

As the prisoners insisted upon it, I persisted 
in preaching, notwithstanding the persecutions 
endured, as long as I remained with them. We 
were a motley assemblage. Some were dressed 
in cloth of finest texture; others were dad in 
filthy rags. There were present the learnied 
and the illiterate, the rowdy and the ministdr 
of the gospel, the holy and the profane, th6 
saint mA the sinner. All the Soutiiem Stater, 
imd every prominent religious denomination 
w«re represented. The youth in his nonage; 
and the gray-haired and very aged man were 
there. Tbeisuperiorimd tiie subordinate ware 
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with US. The deaceadaota of SkaefOLf Ham, and 
Jupheth, were here on the same eommon levels 
for in onr prLson were A&io's dark-1»owed 
Bfx^, die descendants of Pocahontas, and thd 
pure Cirpassian* Dea& is said to be ths greal 
leveller; the dungeon at Tupelo was a great 
leveller. A feUow-feeling made us wondrous 
kind; ncme shared his morsel idone, ^oid a de^ 
and i^iding sympathy for each other's woed 
pervaded every bosom. When our feHow-pri- 
8on^*s were called to die, and were led tiiroi]^h 
«s witii pallid bi*owB, and agony dejected on 
their countenances, our expressions c^ sorrow 
and commis^ation were not loud (through 
fear) but deep. 

On Monday morning an officer entered; my 
name was called, and I arose from the floor on 
which I had been reclining, I recognised him 
a^ my old friend, Colonel H. W. Walter, o£ 
HoUy Spings, MississippL Aflier the ordinary 
saluti^onsi he informed me that he was Judgd 
Advocate and that my trial would take place 
in a few days, and inquired whether I wished 
to suimxion any witnesses. I gave him tiio 
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fiiunos and reffidences of sereral witoesseS; but 
he refiised to aend for them, upon Ihe pleat 
that they were too nestr the Federal liiies, and 
their eavalry might be in danger of captun^ 
ireie they to proceed thither. I tdd him that 
the cavalry which went in pursuit of me had 
Tifdted that locality. He then wished to know 
, what I deiired to prove by those witnesses. I 
replied that I wished to prove that the specifi- 
cations in the charge of being a spy were f^be. 
"Your own admissions are sufficient to cause 
you to lose your life,** said the Colonel, ^'and 1 
will not send for those witnesses." 

I replied : "I know that I must die, and you 
need not go through the formality of a trial. 
If condemned as a spy, I must be hanged. Z 
only wished the witnesses to prove that "Wood- 
ruff is a man of no moral worth, that his testi- 
mony is &lse; that Barnes is a mail-robber, 
and that his testimony, therefore, should be 
i^^ected. Proving these facts, the other charges 
which I admit, will cause me to be shot. I 
h<^ I am prepared to die, but do not mah to 
diie a dog's death. Protxaae me that I shall be 
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shot, and not liaoged, and I will cavil bo 
more." 

"Parson Aughey, your chances for livingi 

are very slender. The proof i^ainst you on 

both charges will be established ; the te^imony 

1^ to your guilt is positive, and spies are 

. always Imnged." 

He then stated the charges and specifications 
against me as follows : 

First charge — Ti-eaaon. 

%)ecification 1st. That ^id Aughey stated to 
a member of Hill's cavalry, that if McOleUan 
-were defeated, the North could raise a mudi 
larger army in a very short time; that the 
North would eventually conquer the South, 
and that he was a Union man — ^this for the 
purpose of giving aid and comfort to the 
enemy. 

Specification 2d. That when said Aughey 
was requested to take the oath of allegiance to 
the Confederate States, he refused, giving as )& 
reason, that England, France, and himself had 
not yet recognised the Souil^m Confederacy, 
stating, also, that he had voluntarily taken ibB 
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oatk of allegiaaoe to the United States Goyentb 
menty whioh he regarded as binding— -this in 
North MisdssippL 

Specification 3d. That said Aughey was adr 
ing as a Federal agent in the purchase of cot- 
ton, and had received from the United States 
Government a large amount of gold, to pay lor 
the cotton purchased. 

Second chsurgo— Acting as a spy. 

Specification 1st. That said Aughey, tdiile a 
tntiaen of the Confederate States, repeatedly 
came into our lines for the purpose of obtaiti- 
ing information for the benefit g£ the enemy, 
and that he passed through the lines of the 
enemy at pleasure, holding an unlimited psm 
from General Nelson, granting that privilege — 
this in the vicinity of Corinth, Mississipp. 

Witnesses, Wallace, Dan Barnes, Ferdi- 
nand Woodruft; Williams, David Hufl: 

I demanded a copy of the diarges, whiA 
Colonel Walter promised to ftimish. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon, 1 went 
to a couple of prisoners who were heavily 
ironed; they were handcuffed, had a chain on 
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tfaeir legs- mmOar to imne, and wem chained 
together to a post, or to some fixture at the 
side of the jaiL I inquired fi>r irhat offence 
diey were incia*cerated. 

The prisoner whom I addressed was a tall 
gentlenian; wiUi a rerj inteilectnal eonnte- 
nanee, and of prepossessi]^ mazmars. He was 
somewhat pale^ and wore a sad cotrntenanoet 
He replied: 

"We are charged with desertion.'' 

•*Kdjou desert?" 

*'I enlisted in the Confederate service for 
twelve monihs. At the expiration of my term 
<tf service, I asked permission to return home^ 
tflating^ tiiat my fiusailj were suffering for the 
necessaries of life; that they lived in Tennessee^ 
^rhich is occupied by Federal troops. Oonfedo- 
late-lxmds are there not worth the paper on 
whidi tb^ are printed ; provisions are scarce,, 
ttnd my family have not the means of pur- 
chasing. I wish to relieve their wants, and as 
my t^TQt of service has expired, I wish a dis- 
chai^. This they refused, stating that the 
Confederate Congress had passed a law requir- 
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ing all troops who had enlisted fi» aaiy term; 
however short, to be held to s»vioe ditrmg 
Ae war, and all who left btfore Aat tiiiie 
would be considered guilty of desertion, and 
if arrested, would be shot I attempted to 
return to iny &mily, regarding the law a tyran* 
nical enactment I was awested and commit* 
ted to this prison^'' 

"What will be your fate?" 

''I know not, but fear the worst.** 

I learned that the other prisons had about 
the same statemait to make, and was also in 
dread <rf capital punishment I left ttem and 
wfiiked to the opposite side of the prison, whem 
I observed a file (rf soldiers drawn up in fco^ 
of the building. Two officers entered, and 
walking up to the two prisoners whom I had 
just left, unfiistened their chains, and ordered 
them to follow. One of the prisoners asked 
whether he should bring his bUmket. "No,* 
replied the officer, in a jocular tone; "you haTd 
no more need for a blanket in this world." 

On reaching the door, the soldiers separated, 
received die prisoners in their midst, closed up. 
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a^mareliuig thmi aoroas the raUroodi shot 
them. As tl:^^ officers passed Captain Brace, 
\e asked where the prisoners were goipg. 
They re|Jied^ "Going to be shot I" and showed 
}iim the warrant for their execution, having 
writtCTL across it, in red letters, ''Condemned to 

Thus was perpetrated an act of cruel 
tyranny, which cries loudly to Heaven for ven- 
geance. Two &milies, helpless and destitute, 
were thus each deprived of its head, on whom 
ihey weire dependent for sui^>ort, and aban« 
dcmed to the cold charity of a selfish w(Hrld« 
^B» wages ihey earned by a year's fidthful ser- 
vk» in behalf of the wicked, cruel, and vindic- 
tive Confederate States, was an ignominiow 
d^a^ aad a dishonoured grave. Will not 0od 
mt for this? The widow and the fettherlesi 
wyto Heaven for vengeance, and Aeir cries 
have entered into the ears of the Lord oi 
Sai)aoth. 

On Tuesday morning, six young men, who 
had been awedted for their Union sentiments, 
resolved to escape. Their plan was to enlist in 
11 
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the Confederate mryks^ then to desert on the 
first opportunity, and make th^ way to tbe 
Federal lines. They consulted me as to the 
propriety of taking the oath of allegiance 
under these circumstances. Such a step would 
give them another chance for life; but were 
they to profess adherence to their Union princi- 
ples, they had no hope oi living many days. 
If permitted to enlist, they thought Aero was 
little doubt of their escape in a few dayi^; and 
should a battle take place, no Federal soldiers 
would 1oe injured by them, and an opportunity 
to desert might occur during the engagement. 
I drew up a paper fer them, requesting permis- 
sion to enlist in a company which the^ speci- 
fied, ^eir petition was granted by the autho- 
rities, and they were removed ftom prison to 
the camp. I feel confident that ere this, tiiey 
are safe in the Federal lines, for they knew the 
whole country, so as to be able to travel by 
night or by day, with little danger of detection. 
They had all been arrested at their homes by 
the Rebel cavalry. They were l»tt^ in sen^- 
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xnent against the military iisur|)atiou, self' 
Btyied the Confederate States ot America. 

This (Tuesday) evening, Colonel Walter 
called again, to give me a copy of the charges 
against me. He informed me that my trial 
had been deferred till Monday, the 15th inst. 
He also informed me in advance, that I mast 
^e, and that, doubtless, on the day aftar the 
trial. I askedand obtained permission to send 
for the Bev. Dr. Lyon, of Columbus, Miss^ 
Mppi, to be present at my execution. Dr. Lyon 
^tnd I were co-presbyters, both being mern^ 
b«PS of the Tombeckbee Presbytery. Colonel 
Walter was a ren^ade Yankee. Coming &<Ha 
Miohigan to Mississippi, he married the daughr 
ter of a wealliiy slave-holder. Obtaining 
through her the coxitrol of a large nximber of 
slaves, he became a very ultra advocate of l&e 
peculiar institution, and a rabid secessionist. 

Soon lifter Colonel Walt^ left, Oolond Ware 
came in, and asked me if I had be^i President 
<>f a Finale College in BienzL I replied in 
the affirmative. 'Tis ^ange, said he, that one 
who has been so lavoured, and one who has 



y Google 



124 THE IRON FUBKACB; OB 

aocumulfiCted property in the South, should 
prove a traitor to the land of his adoption, cmd 
eide with his enemies. I replied that I had 
given a fidr equivalent for every dollar I had 
obtained &om the citizens of the South; that 
for eleven years I had laboured Mthfdlly as a 
teacher and minister of the gospel to promote 
the educational and spiritual interests of the 
Southern people ; and that now I was receiving 
my reward in being chained, starved, and in- 
Bulted; and that they intended soon to pay the 
last instalment by putting me to death igno- 
zniniously on the scaffi)ld; I also denied being 
an enemy to the South. I regarded thoim who 
imperilled all her best interests, and plunged 
her into a protracted and desolating war, as the 
real enemies of the South. If my advice had 
been followed, the South and the whole coun- 
try would now be enjoying its wonted peace 
and prosperity. He only replied with cursing 
and vituperation. 

Believing my end to be near, I sat down 
upon the floor of my dungeon, and penned the 
following letter to my wife. 
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Tupelo Militakt DtmoBOH, July l(Hk« 18#$L 

My Dbab Maby — The CkmMerate authori- 
ties announoe to me that I have only a few more 
days to live. When you reedve this letter, the 
hand that penned it will be cold in death. My 
soul will have passed the solemn test before 
the bar of God ; I have a good hope through 
grace that I will be then rejoicing amid the 
sacramental host of God's elect, singing the 
new song of redeeming love in the presence 
of Him who is the Chief among ten thou- 
sand, and the one altogether lovely. Mary^ 
meet me in heaven, where sorrow, and crying, 
and sin are not known, and where the wicked 
cease from troubling, and the weary are at 
rest I will request your brother Eamsey, and 
cousin, Captain Tankersley, to convey my body 
to you. Bury me in the graveyard at Beth- 
any. Plant an evergreen — a, cedar — at my 
head, and one at my feet, and there let me 
repose in peace, tiU the Archangel's trump 
shall sound, calling the dead to the judgment 
of the great day, and voudisafing to saints th« 
long wished-fijT " redemption of the body." . 
II* 
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As to my property^ it has all been confis- 
oated; and after years of incessant toil, I leave 
you penniless and dependent;* but trnst in God. 
To his protecting eare I commit yon and onr 
dear little Kate, who has promised that he will 
be the widow's husband, and the fether of the 
fetherless. Rest assured, the Ijord will provide. 
Only trust in him, and love him with your 
whole heart, and soul, and mind, and strength. 
"I know that it shall be well with those that 
love God." Be not fidthless, but believing, and 
though clouds and thick darkness surround you 
at present, a more auspicious day will dawn, 
and God will bring you safely to your jour- 
ney's end, and our reunion in heaven wiH be 
sweet. 

Our dear little daughter. Elate, bring up in 
the nurture and admonition of the iJord. Teach 
her to walk in wisdom's ways, for her ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace. Her mind may be compared to wax, in 
its susc^tibility for receiving impressions, and 
to marUe, for its power of retaining those 
impressions. O that she may be satisfied early 
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vilh the mercy of Ood, that she may rejoice 
and be glad all her days ! Teach her to remem« 
W her Creator in the days of her youth, before 
ihe evil days come, in which die shall say, I 
have no pleasure in thee. Make the Bible her 
constant study, and let its words be as house- 
hold words to her. Inspire her mind wiUi a 
reverence for the Book which is able to make 
wise unto salvation. See to it that the words 
d Christ dwell richly in her sold, that she may 
be filled with wisdom, and knowledge, and 
spiritual understanding. Pray for the Holy 
Spirit to bless your labours and instructioncfi 
without which all your efforts would be in 
vain, and pray that the Third Person of the 
adorable Trinity may take up his abode in 
her heart, and dwell with her for ever. 

As my duties in regard to instructing our 
child, will devolve solely on you, take for your 
guidance, in this respect. Dent vi 5 — 0. Let 
your example be such as you would wish her 
to follow. Children are much more inclined to 
follow example than precept. Exercise care in 
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this respect^ &>t, " as is the mo^r, so is li^r 
daughlicr.'' 

I regret my JEEimily will, from the force of 
circumstanoes, be compelled to remain in a ImmI 
where my death will be considered disgraceful, 
but it cannot be avoided^ Th^ time may come 
when, eyen in Mississippii, I may be regarded 
as a patriot martyr. My conscience is Toid c^ 
offence, as regards the guilt attached to the 
charges made against me. I am charged with 
treason against the Confederate States. The 
charge and the specifications are true, except 
that I was not a Federal agent in the purehaso 
of cotton. That was a private arrangement 
altogether. I am also charged with acting as 
a spy. The specifications und^ this charge ut% 
false. I think that this accusation was made to 
prevent retaliation by the Federal generics; 
and in the Bebel army they are iK>t at a loss to 
prove any charge, however false. Ferdinand 
Woodruff is their tool to prove me a spy, 
and he will do it, though he knows his testi* 
mony to be as fS&Ise as that of the ^suborned 
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witnesses who bore testimony against the 
Saviour^ 

How long shall the wicked trintnph? How 
long will God forbear to execute that ven- 
geance which is his, and which he will repay 
sooner or later! I feel confident that the right 
cause will prevail, and though I will not live 
to see it, for my days are numbered, yet I 
firmly believe that the rebel power will be 
destroyed utterly. 

** Tratk, onuhed to earth, will rise again ; 
The eternal years of God are hers ; 
But error, wounded, writhes in pain, 
And dies amid her worshippers.*' 

I write this letter amid the din and confdsioa 
incident to a l^ge number of men crowded 
into a narrow compass, and free from all 
restraint This letter will be transmitted to 
you by friends. The names of those friends 
you will know hereafter. They wiU present 
your case to General Eosecrans or Nelson, 
who may obtain a pension for you. My ser- 
vices heretofore in the Union cause are known 
to them, and I think they will see that you 
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do not safier; all my real estate will be res- 
tored to you if the Union cause triumplus, and 
I think there is no do^l^t as to its success. 
Give my love to all my fHends. Bemember 
that I have prayed for yon unceasingly during 
my imprisonment, and my last utterances oti 
earth will be prayers for your wdfare. 

Farewell. God bless you, and preserve yoli 
and our dear litib Kate. 
- Your affectionate husband, 

John H. Aughet. 

I next wrote my obituary, wldch I placed in 
the hands of a Union soldier who expected 
soon to be exchanged. By him it was to be 
Bent to the editors of The Presbyterian, pub- 
lished in Philadelphia, with a request that it 
should appear in their columns. 

OBITtJABY. 

Died, in Tupelo, Ittawamba county. Missis^ 
«ippi, Jidy — , 1862, the Rev. John H. Aughey. 
The subject of the above notice was ^ecuted 
on the gaUowB, by authority of the Confederate 
States, (m t^ charges of treason and aotie^ as 
aq)y. 
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JcioL H. Axi^ey was bom in New Hartford, 
Oneida county, New York, May 8th, 1828; 
removed with bis parents to Steubenville, Ohio, 
in 1887; is an idtunnus of Franklin Collie, 
New. Athens, Harrison county, Ohio; studied 
theology in Memphis, Tennessee, under the 
Eev. John H. Gray, D. D., President of Mem- 
phis Synodical College — also under tl» care of 
the Rev. & I. Reid of Holly Springs, Missis- 
sippi; was licensed to preach the gospel by the 
Presbytery of Chickasaw, October 4th, 1866; 
was ordained to the Ml work of the gospel 
ministry by the Presbytery of Tombeokbee, at 
its session in Winston county, Mississippi, in 
April, 1861. God blessed his labours by giv- 
ing him many seals to his ministry. After 
labouring eleven years in the South as a 
teacher and minister of the gospel, having 
never injured a citizen of the South either in 
person or property, he suffered a felon's death 
for attachment to the Federal Union, because 
he would not turn traitor to the government 
which had never in a single instance oppressed, 
but had always afforded him protection. He 
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rests in peace, and in &e hope 6f a blessed 

immortality. 

"LMTes hATe tlMfr time to ftU, 
And flowers to wither in the north wind's hreftth. 

And stars to set; but all — 
Thou hast all seasons for thine own, Death T' 

ADDBBS3 TO HT SOUL. 

O my soull thou art about to appear in the 
I»resenoe of thy Creator, who is infinite, etemal« 
unchangeable in his bdng, power, wisdom, 
holiness, justice, goodness, and truth. He can* 
not look upon sin. He is a sin-aren^g Qod, 
and thou art stained with sin. Thy transgres- 
sions are as numerous as the stars <^ heaven, 
and the sand that is upon the sea-shore. Tb<m 
art totally debased by sin, and thy iniquities 
abound. Thou art guilty of sins of c»nission 
and of commission. Justice would oonsi^ 
thee to everlasting burnings, to dwell with 
devouring fire, even to everlasting destruction 
firom Uie presence of the Lord and the ^ory of 
his power. Guilty, helpless, wretched as thou 
art, what is thy plea why sentence of eternal 
death shoidd not be pronounced against thee 7 
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THE soul's reply. 

I plead the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
whose blood cleanses from all sin, even from 
sins of the deepest dye. I plead the sufferings 
of Him who bore my sins in his own body, on 
the tree, and wrought out a perfect righteous- 
ness, which I may obtain by simple fiuth. No 
money, no price is demanded. This I could 
not pay, for all my righteousness is as filthy 
n^, and I must perish, were any part of the 
pride demanded. Nothing in my hand I bring. 
My salvation must be all of grace> or to me it 
would be hopeless. I trust that Christ will 
elothe me in the spotless robes of his owa 
righteoiKuiess, and present me fis^ultless before 
lus Father. With this trust, I go to the 
judgment-seat, assured that the soul which 
trusts in Christ shall never be put to shame. 
God is faithful who has promised. 

MiLITABT DUNOBON, TupelO, > 

litawamba Co., Miss., July llib, 1862. \ 

Dbab Paiosnts — "Life is sweet, and it is a 
pleasant thing to behold tiie sun." '' All that 
12 
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a man hath, will he give for his life." ^'Having 
promise of the life that ctow is? "The life & 
more than meat" "They hunt for ihe precious 
•life." The above quotations fix>m tiie Word 
<^ life, show the high estimate Aat k plaoed 
•upon life. My life is not "^wwtoiw" in Ae eyes 
•of the Secessionists^ for their authoxitied declare 
4hat " my chanoes for living long are extremely 
dender " "Yet a few days, and me ihe aU- 
beholding sun shall see no more in aU his 
HQcmrse." Mo«m not for me, my dear par^its, 
as those vrho have no hopa "For me to live, 
is Christy but to die, is gain." I fear not^boae 
who, when they have killed the body, have no 
^(uore that they can do. But I fear HmoL whoae 
^ear cast(^ out every other fear. When these 
lines are read by you, their auihor will be an 
inhabitant of the Celestial C&fy, the New Jeru- 
jsalem, and will be reposing in Al»aham's 
bosom, in the midst of the Paradise of Cbd. 
Next to God, my thanks are due to you, for 
guiding my infant feet in the paths of wisdom 
and virtue. In riper years, \yy prec^t, I have 
:been warned and instructed. By exan^)l6 I 
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bave he&a led, mxlil my faabte irere fixed^ and 
tiien, aoeompanied by your parental Uesstng, I 
Boo^t a distant home, to engage in the avda^ 
c^aa duties of li&. Whatev^ success I have 
met with, whatever influence for good I may 
have exerted, are all due to your pious training. 
I owe you a debt of gratitude which I can 
never repay. Though I cannot, God will grant 
you a reward lasting as eternity. It will add 
to that exoe^diBg and eteiBal weight of glory 
whicb^will bo conferred on you in thai day 
when the heavens shall b€i dis8o|ifed> and Hko 
elements mdt with fervent heat. I die for my 
loyalty tp the Federal Government I know 
that you would not have me turn traitor to 
i^ye my life, laft^ is preoious, but deadi, even 
death on the scaffold,, is preferable to dishonour. 
Itenember me kindly to all my Mends. Tell 
sisters Salliet Mary, and Bmma, to meet me in 
Ibeaven. - I know that my Bedeemer liveth. 
Dying is but going hprne. I have tau^ mfmy 
how to live, and )M3(w I am called to teach them 
how to die. May God grant that as niy day is, 
so may iny ^ism^ b^i wd that, in my last 
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moments, I may not bring didiononr upon my 
Master's cause, but may glorify him in tbe 
fires! 

My dear parents, fiurewell till we meet 
beyond the river. 

Your £^eotionate son, 

John H. Au0hbt. 

To Datid and Elizabeth Auohiy, 
Amsterdam, Jefferson Co., Ohio. 

The following letter was written to the Hon. 
William H. Seward in behalf of the trni<5!n men 
in prison and within the rebel lines; 

Obktba£ Militaby Pbisob, Tupelo, ), 
Ittawamba Co., Mississippi, July 11th, 1862. j 

Hon. William H. Seward : 

Deab Sib — A large number of citiz^is of 
Missbssippi, holding Union sentiments, and who 
recognise no such m^itary usurpation as the 
60-caUed Confederate States of America, are 
confined in a filthy prison, swarming with ver- 
min, and are famishing from hunger — a suffi- 
cient quantity of food not being furnished us. 
We are separated from our families, and suf- 
^ed to hold no communication with them. 
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We are compelled, under a strong guard, tp 
perform tbe most menial servieea, and are 
injsulted on every occasion by the officers and 
guards of tl^e prison. The nights are very 
cool; we are ftimished with no bedding^ 
and are compelled to lie down on the floor of 
our dungeon, where sleep seldom visits us, unti} 
exhausted nature can hold out no longer; then 
our slumbers are broken, restless, and of shorty 
duration. Our property is confiscated, and ou^ 
£Ekmil;QS left destitute of the necessaries of life{ 
all that they hj^ve, yea, all their living, being 
seized upon by the Confederates, and converted 
to their pwn use. Heavy fetters are place4 
upon our limbs, and daily aome of us are le4 
to the scaffold, or to death by shooting. Many 
of 1^ ^ure forced into the army, instant deatH 
beii^g the pe^ty in case of refosal; thus cour 
straining ip to bear arms against our coipitry> 
to become the executioners of oxqr firiends an4 
brethren, or to fidl ourselves by their hands. 

These evils ar^ intolerable, ai^d we ask pr<h 
tection, tii;rou^h you, from the United Stata; 
Go^r^ment. T^p Fed^sral Government may 
12* 
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not be able to release us, but we ask the pro- 
tection which the Federal prisoner receives* 
Were his life taken, swift retribution would be 
visited upon the rebels by a just retaliation — a 
rebel prisoner would suffer death for every 
Federal prisoner whom they destroyed. Let 
this rule hold good in the case of Union men 
who are citizens of the South. The loyal Mis- 
sissippian deserves protection as much as the 
loyal native of Massachusetts. We ask, also, 
that our confiscated property be restored to us, 
or, in case of our death, to our families. If it 
be destroyed, let reparation be demanded from 
the rebels, or the property of known and 
avowed secessionists sequestered to that use. 

Before this letter reaches its destination, the 
majority of us will have ceased to be. The 
writer has been informed by the officers that 
^'his chances for living long are very slender;" 
that he has confessed enough to cause him to 
lose his life, and the Judge Advocate has speci- 
fied Tuesday, the 15th inst., as the day of his 
execution. We have, therefore, little hope that 
we, individually, can receive any benefit firom 
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this petition, though you regard it favourably, 
and consent to its suggestions; but our fami-* 
lies, who have been so cruelly robbed of all 
their substance, may, in after time, receive 
remuneration for their great losses. And if 
citizens of avowed secession proclivities, who 
are within the Federal lines, are arrested and 
held as hostages for the safety of Union men 
who are and may be hereafter incarcerated in 
tiie pris<m in Tupelo and elsewhere, the rebek 
will not dare put another Union man to death. • 
Hoping that you will deem it proper to take 
the matters presented in our petition under 
advisement, we remain, with high considera- 
tions of respect and esteem, your oppressed and 
imprisoned fellow-citizens, 

John H. Aughet, 
Benjamin Clabkb, 
John Eobinson, 
and thirty-seven others* 
Two young men informed me to-day that 
they had been forced into the rebel service; 
They had been tak^i prisoners at Corinth by 
General Pope, and had taken tiie oath of alle^ 
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gianoe to the Federal 0oy«mmen% to which 
their h^rts had always beeu loyal Eecei^y 
they had beea arrested, and out refo^xig to re- 
join their regiment, were immnred in this dun^ 
geon. From the threats of the officers, they 
expected to be shot at any moment. They ha4 
naed every, means to banish the thoughts oi 
death — had fiorced themselves to engiige in 
pleasantry and imrth to drive away the 9ad* 
ness and gloom which oppressed them when 
ajone, and recalled the pleasures of their happy 
home^^-homes which they would nevar pee 
again. I counselled them to prepare to meet 
their God in peace; to wisely improve the shor( 
time granted them to mako their calling an4 
election sure. They replied that ^ey hope4 
all would be w^ They had long since con- 
fessed Christ hdore men, and hoped for sid- 
vation^ through his merits. Still, they could 
not help feeling £^ in the near prospect of 
jrleath. They lefi me to i$inglewith a fffmp 
jrf jHrispnere, who w<Hr0 .endei^vQnriag fe> dissir 
pate th^ tedium, and vary the ^Kmoi^npuit 
rp^tiwpfprilKn^Bfei by" tilling 8*0TOs," (}B^f 
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tain Bruce led off by teliing the following Irish 
story: 

'*Onoe upon a time, an Iririiman, who re- 
joksed in the possession of a fine mare and a oolt> 
wish^ to cross- the Mississippi river at Baton 
Rouge with them. By some mishap, they were 
all precipitated from the ferry-boat into the 
water. The Irishman, being unable to swim, 
grasped the colt's tail, hoping thus to be car- 
ried to the shore. Some of the passengers 
called out to him: 'Halloo, Pat, why don't 
yon take hold of the mare's tail; she is much 
stronger, and much more able to carry you 
safely to the shore.' 'O, be jabersl' says Pat, 
'this is no time for swapping horses.'" This 
tale was received wjth applause. 

Baltimore Bill, a real Plug-ugly, told his 
story next, as follows: "Two Irishmen, imme- 
diately after their arrival in America, found a 
gun. After long inspection, they concluded 
it was some kind of musical instrument, and 
wishing to hear the music, it was agreed that 
Jimmie should blow at the muzzle, while Pat 
worked with the 'fixins' at the breech. At it 
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tbey went Soon the goil went off, and Jiiii- 
mie fell down, shot dead, 'OohT says Palj, 'aw 
you charmed at the first note?' " This story 
was reoeived with loud bursts of jiaughter. An 
officer then watered, and ordered ns to he quiet^ 
£»faiddiiig \a to narrate any more tales. 
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OHAPTEK V. 

lESSJBClTTION OF UNION PBISONEBfi. 

ftMohred 4o Ssoape— Mode of Bzecating PrlsoiMra— Be* 
moTftl of Cliaizi — ^Additi<m to ovr Niunben — ^Two •^^riso* 
nen beoome Insane — ^Plan of Escspe — ProTes a Failure— 
Fetters Inspeoted— Additional Fetters — Handenffi — A 
B^ in tbe IMsgoise of a Prisoner— Special Police Gourd 
on Dnty — A Prisoner's IHscoTery — Divine Serrioes— The 
IS^eneral Jadgment— The Jndge— The Laws— The Wii- 
?i i ee e e i T iie Ceaeo iu fi e — T he Sesteace. 

Ok Friday morning, the twelfth of July, as 
I lay restless and sore, endeavouring to find 
J9onie position -whicli would he sufficiently easy 
to permit me to enjoy, even for a few moments, 
the benefit of "Tired nature's sweet restorer, 
balmy sleep," the thought occurred that it 
would he well to attempt an escape, though it 
should result in death from the fire of the 
guards, which would be far preferable to death 
%y strangling at the rope's end, and in the 
presence of a large concourse of rebel enemies. 
^Their anethod of shooting was, to dig a hole, 
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and make the viotim sit with his legs hanging 
in it The. soldiers would fire three balk 
through the brain, and three tiirough the heart; 
then the manned and bleeding body fell into 
the grare, and was immediately covered with 
earth. At first, coffins were used, but of lat^ 
these had beeoi dispensed with, owing to t^ 
increiEksed expense, and the increasing number 
of execiUaons. 

I had not long meditated upon this suljeot, 
when I arose, fully resolved on death or 
liberty. My intentions were communicated to 
several prisoners, who promised me all the aid 
in their power. My fetters were examine^ 
ttnd it was concluded, that with proper instru- 
ments my bands could be divested of the iron 
which secured the chain-rings. A long-handled 
iron spoon, a knife, and an old file, were 
obtained, and two were detached at a time to 
work on my fetters. We went to one side 
of the building, and a sufficient number of 
prisoners stood in ifront of us, to prevent the 
guard firom noticing our proceedings. Our 
locations were cha,nged frequently, to prevent 
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detection ; and when an officer altered, labour 
was sni^>aided till his exit 

We called G^ieral Bragg, Bobeq>ierre; 
General Jordan, Marat; and General Hardee, 
Banton. Several prisoners were led out and 
shot to-day. The majority of them were Union 
men. Six Union men were committed to jail 
to-day. The horrors of our situation were sut 
ficient to raider two of these vk^tims insane. 
A reign of terror had been inaugurated, only 
equalled, in its appalling enormity, by the 
m^Euorable Fr^ich BeYolution. Spies uid 
inforxners, in the pay of the Bebel govern- 
ment, prowl through the country, using every 
arMfioe and strategy to lead Union men to 
criminate themselves, after whidi they u» 
dragged to prison and to death. The cavalry 
dash through the coxmtry, burning cotton, car- 
rying off the property of loyal citizens, and 
committing d^redations of every kind. 
^ Several prisoners resolved to attempt an 
escape with me. Our plwi was, to bring in 
the axe with whidi we split wood for cooking, 
and raise a plank in the floor, a suffici^t 
13 
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number to stand around tliose who lifted it, to 
prevent observation, and th^i make o«ur way 
out anumg the gcuirds, who were off dnl^ on 
ibB north side of die boilding. At this time 
there were three guards in firont of eaeh door, 
and two on the south side of the btulding. On 
the north side of the building, there were no 
guards on duty, for, if the other three sides 
were securely guarded, the prisoners could not 
^flci^ on the north side. There were, how- 
ever, several hundred guards, who> when <^ 
duty, slept on this side of the prison. Whin 
their turn came, they went on duty; and tbose 
^ho w^re relieved, oome there to sleep. Thrf 
were eoming and going all the time^ and durii^ 
the wkde night, they kept up an u^essant 
nc»se. 

Afier the unremitting labour of my fiiends 
durii^ the day, I found that I could slip 
my chain off and on at pleasure, ^e sim 
was now setting, but the axe ht^i not been 
brought in. At this time a guard was sta- 
tioned in each door; the &vourable nK)ment 
had passed; none dared to bring the axe past 
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the goarcL While deliberating on the beet 
coarse to pursue — ^as raising a plank had 
proved a fitilure for the present — General Jot* 
dan and Colonel dare entered. I was standing 
with others in the middle of the floor. General 
Jordan came directly to me; either accidentallj 
or intentionallj, he held up a light to mj &oq. 
'^Ahl you are heare yet," said he. I gave ail 
affirmative nod. "Well," said he to Colonel 
Clare, ."I must examine tiiis fellow's irons.'* 
Putting his hand down, and asoertaining that 
they had been tampered with, he endeavoured, 
ineffectually, to pull the bands off; he did not 
notice that I could slip the chain-rings o£ 
"These irons," said he, "are very inseoore; 
who helped you to put them in this condition?'' 
I made no reply. After waiting until he found 
I intended none, he continued: "Colonel Clare^ 
have these irons secured in the morning; alfio 
put handcuflb on him, amd chain him, so as 
to confine him to one locality; the gallows 
eball not be cheated of their due." Having 
given these orders, they passed out. As soon 
as they were gone, Uie prkoners who had aided 
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me crowded around, stating that they believed 
&ere was a spy in the house, in the guise 
of a prisoner, and declaring Aat I must escape 
tiiat night, or it would be too kte. All real* 
ized that on to-morrow Acre would be no 
hc^. 

Thwe were eleven guards on duly — ^three in 
fi?ont of each door, one in each door, two on 
titte south side of the building, and at night 
one passing back and forth through the centre 
of tiie prison, which was lighted during the 
whole night. There was also a special police 
guard on duty that night, as five Federal pri- 
soners, who remained in our prison until some 
formaMttes were gone through wi^ would be 
sent in tiie morning to the prison at Colum- 
bus, Misfrifflj^yi, and it was feared they might 
attempt to escape ere they were sent furthar 
mtith. 

At this juncture, a young man ran up uid 
aiformed me that he had made a jiiscoveiy 
whidi might result in my escape; I must go 
alone, however, and though tiiey would aid 
me, they would run great risk in doing so. 
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ObIj four could asewt, i^d be would voL 
miteer to be one of them. Seyeral olhem 
immediatBly yolunteered, of whom thre^ \trei8 

selected by M , and the plan then comma*' 

meated. At this moment, Cs^ptaia Bruoe an^ 
nounced that die hour for diyine worship had 
amyed. I asked my friends whether I should 
}>lead indibposition; and dispense with tiie aex^ 
yiees for that time. Th^ replied that it migbt 
lead to suspioion, and adyised me to giye tiiem 
a short sermon. I wait to my usual plaod of 
ittanding, clanking my ehains as heretofore. I 
giye a synopsis of the sermon. 

The text was 2 Cor. y. 10: '^We mu£* all 
Uppear before the judgment-seat of Christ, that 
eyery one may receiye the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whethei' 
it be good or bad." 

The doctrine of a general judgment was 
reyealed to mankind at a yery eo^ly period of 
fte world^s history. Ilnoch, the seyenth fironi 
Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold the LoiA 
Cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to 
^ecQte judgm^t upon all, and to conyinoe all 
13* 
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tkaft are imgodly among them of all tbexr 
imgodly deeds wMoli they have ungodly eom- 
mitted, and of all their hard iqpeeohee which 
ungodly sinners have s[K>ken against him." 
Job dedares: "I know that my Bedeemer liv* 
^ih, and that he shall stand at the lattor day 
upon the earth." Daniel also speaks of a gen^ 
oral judgment: ''I beheld till the &rones were 
east down, and the Ancient of days did d% 
whose garment was white as snow, and the hair 
c^his head like the pure wool: his throne was 
Uke the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning 
fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth 
from before him: thousand thousands minio- 
tered unto him, and ten thousand times tea 
thousand stood before him; the judgment was 
set^ and the books were opened." The New 
Testament is also explicit in its dedaratioiis 
that Gk>d hath appointed a day in which he 
will judge the world in righteousness by Aat 
man whom he hath ordained. The text 
declares that we must all appear before tiie 
judgment-seat of Christ 
The scenes which will usher in the judgm^it' 
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of the great day will be of Ae most magnifioeni 
efattnurter. ''The heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise, and tiie elements shall melt with 
fervent heat; the earth also, and the works that 
are therein, shall be burned up.*' This does not 
indicate annihilation. ' God will never annihi- 
late any of his creatures, imimate or inanimate. 
The inquiry is often made, what becomes of 
the soul after death, and wh^re does it await 
the g^ieral judgment ? A sect called Ihe Soul* 
Aeeepets, take the position that the soul, aft^ 
deaiCh, goes into a torpid state, like bears in 
winter, and thus remains till the sounding of 
the Archangel's trump. There is no Smpture 
to sustain this view, and it is only assumed, to 
avoid the objection that God would n(^ judge 
fg soul, and send it to reward or punishment, 
and then bring it back, to be again judged. 
That the soid, at death, passes immediately 
into glory or torment, is proved by many 
acripture& Paul "desired to depart, and be 
with Christ, which was &r better," than re^ 
maining on earth. He declares that to be 
pres^it wiih the body, is to be absent from 
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the Lord. The, dying Stephen calls rnpon 
the Lord Jesns to receive his Bpirit Tbeae 
holy men would not thos have spoken, if they 
supposed that ages must elapse ere they entered 
heaven. God is not the God of the dead or 
torpid, but of the living. Moses Mid Elias 
appeared on the mount of transfigura^don in 
a state far from torpidity. The dying thief 
received the promise, "This day shak tlwju be 
with me in paradise." Ko mention is made of 
Purgatory or torpidity. The objector urges 
that paradise is not heaven. We are tdid 1;ha* 
the river of life flows fix)m the throne of God, 
that the tree of life grows on both ^des oi 
the river, and that the tree of life grows in 
the midst of the paradise of God. The para* 
disc of God is where he is seated on hid throng 
which is heaven. Paradise k wherfe Christ i& 
The thirf would be with Ohrkt in paradise* 
He wh6 regards the Lord Jesus as the Chief 
among ten thousand, the One altogeth» lovely, 
will deem his presence heaven indeed. As tc^ 

the wicked, it is said of the rich man, that in 

• 

hell he lifted up his eyes, being m torment. If, 
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irfter being judged, the souls of believers, do 
pass immediately into glory, and the wicked 
into tonnent, what use is there of ano&er or 
general judgment I reply, We are respona- 
ble not only for our acts, but for the influence 
which those acts exert through all time. Gib- 
bon, Hume, Rosseau, Paine, and other infidd 
writers, wrote works which, during the life of 
tiie authors, did great evil. If those wicked 
men passed away from earth impenitent, they 
are now suflfering the vengejmce of eternal fire. 
But the influence for evil, of those wicked 
works, did not cease with the death of their 
authors. Thousands of young m&a, every year 
are led into pemidous and hurtful errors by 
their perusal At the general judgment^ the 
accumulated guilt, for the baleftil influence 
exerted through theiir writings in all time, will 
nnk themi deeper in the flames of perdition. 
The sainted Alexander, and other pious men 
who are now in heaven, wrote many works 
whose influence for good was great while their 
audiors lived; and since their death tiiey are, 
and will continue to be, instrumental in tho 
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liand of Gk)d in turning many to righteous- 
ness. All the good accomplished by their 
writings, through all time, will, at the judg- 
ment, add to their e!s:ceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. 

In this life, we often see the righteous man 
contending with life's unnumbered woes; aH 
the dealings of Providence seem to be adverse. 
While the wicked are in great power, they 
flourish in life, like the green bay-tree, and 
have no bands in their death. These things are 
strange and mysterious. We understand theni 
not now; but we shaU learn, in that great day, 
When all mysteries are made plain, that Qod% 
dealings were just, both with the righteous and 
the wicked. 

The text declares that tve must all appea:^ 
before the judgment-seat of Christ. This w^ 
includes all who are now within the sound of 
my voice, and not only us, but all who live 
upon the face of the earth ; and the Archan- 
gel's trump will wake the pale nations of the 
dead, and summon them to judgment. Th^ 
dark domain of hell will be vacated, and the 
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aBgels tlmt kept not their first estate, and are 
now reserved in chains of darlmess, will appear 
in the presence of the Judge, Heaven's holy- 
inhabitants will be present Thus heaven, 
earth; and hell, will be represented in that 
augu^ assemblage. The scene will bear some 
resemblance to that which takes place in our 
earthly courts. The Lord Jesus Christ will be 
the Judge, and the angels and saints will be 
the jurors, who will consent to and approve oi 
the acts of the Judge. The angels will be the 
officers who wUl summon, from the prison* 
house of hell, the devils, to the trial, and also 
those wicked men who will call upon the rocks 
fOid mountains to Ml upon them, and hide 
them from the &ce of the LamK Nor, as is 
po often the case with earthly officers, will any 
be able to elude the vigilance of these. They 
will be clothed with ample power to compel 
the attendance of all; none will escape. We 
mttst all appear b^ore tiie judgment^seat. As 
in earthly courts, law is the basis of judgm^it, 
so we shall be judged, according to law in that 
<lay. The heathen will be judged by the law of 
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iwture — Ae law written in their hearts, and <m 
their consciences. The light of nature teaches 
the being, wisdom, power, and goodness of 
God. For a violation of this law, they will 
be beaten with few stripes. The Jews will be 
judged by both the law of nature, which they 
have, in common with the heathen and the 
Mosaic law. But we who live in the nineteenth 
century, in the ftdl blaze of gospel light, will 
be judged not only by the light of nature 
and the Mosaic law, which we possess in com* 
mon with the heathen and the Jew, but idso by 
&e glorious gospel of the Son of God, which 
l»ought life and immortality to light ; and if 
condemned, how fearful our doom, who are so 
highly favoured I In earthly courts, we are 
judged for our overt acts alone; but in the 
court of heaven, the commandment is exceed- 
ing broad; it reaches every thought. Our 
words, too, are taken into account. We must 
give an account for every idle word. By our 
words, we shall be justified, and by our words 
we shall be condemned. Our thoughts, our 
words, our deeds, will all be taken into 
account. 
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, .A3 in oiir courts there are witnecees, so 
also tliere will be at the bar of GocL Our 
pioii^ relatives and Mends will bear this testi- 
mony, that they have prayed with us and for 
us ; that they had a deep oono^m for our soxds, 
and that we who are found on the left hand 
of the Judge, r^Aised all their oounsel, and 
despised their admonitions. Ministers of iibe 
gosp^ will testify that they came as ambas* 
ftadors from the King of kings, and beseeching 
you, in Chri3t's stead, to be reconciled to God, 
pointing to the coming wrath, and warning 
you from that wrath to flee; and yet thdr 
labour of Iovq ye despiaed, and scorned lito 
message from on high. The Bible will be 
a witness against you. Its teachings are able 
to miake wise unto salvation* It is Oxq chart 
which is given to guide us through this wilder- 
ness-worid, to fiairer worlds on high. It telle 
<^ the Lamb c€ God, who taketh away the sin 
of the woild. It is tiruth without any mixture 
of error, and yet you have despked this neces- 
sary revelation, and diosen to perish, with the 
Woini of Life open befone you. God, the 
14 
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Father, will be a swift witneas agaiast y cm. In 
the greatness of his love for you, in the coun- 
sels of eternity, he devised the plan of salva- 
tion, and sent his only begotten Son to suffer 
and die, that you might live, and yet you have 
despised that love, and rejected that Saviour. 
God, the Son, will bear this testimony, iiat he 
came fh>m the shining abodes of glory, wh^B 
seraphim and cherubim fell prostrate at Ids feet, 
in humble adorati(Hi, and emptying himself of 
his glory, bore all the ills of life— the persecu- 
tions <^ wicked men, and the accursed death of 
the cross, that salvation might be yours, and 
yet ye refused it, and trod the blood of the 
Son of God under foot, and put him to wi 
open shame. The Holy Spirit, the Third P^- 
son of the adorable Trinity, will bear witness 
•that he often knocked at the door of your 
hearts for admittance; that he wooed you to 
embrace Ids love, oflfering to abi^e wUh you 
for ever, and yet you rejected the ofifer, and 
did despite to the Spirit of grace, till, in sor- 
row, he took his everlasting flight 
The devil is now gdmg about as a roaring 
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lion, seekiiig whom lie may devour, and some- 
times transforming himself into an angel of 
Kght He is tempting you to sin, by present- 
ing l)efore your minds the superior charms of 
the riches and pleasures of earth, to things that 
are unseen and eternal. He has no power to 
compel you to sin. His evil suggestions are 
whispered in your oft too willing ears, and 
then it remains with you to accept or reject 
He has no power of compulsion. Your sin 
must be an* act of your own will, or it is not 
mn. When you consent to the wiles of this 
arch enemy, and sin against God, remember 
&at wi& eager desire and base ingratitude he 
will fiercely accuse in the great day of God 
Almighty, and urge these very sins of his 
suggestion as a reason why he should have 
you to tonnent you for ever in the bottomless 
pit. 

' That internal monitor> that light which en- 
lightens every man that cometh into the world 
— the moral sense, or consoience-^will be a 
swift witness against you. By it you have been 
enlightened and warned; and in the case of 
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many who have denied a ftiture state of pun- 
ishment^ the goadings of remorse have con- 
vinced them ths^ there is a hdl, the kindlings 
of whose fires they have felt in their own 
bosoms. ^ Oonscience will, compel yon to con- 
fess that your doom id just, though iot ev«r 
debarred from the joys and happiness of hea- 
ven. O! my fellow-prisoners and travellers to 
the bar of God, listen to her Warning voice 
♦o-day, before it be too late, and you lure com- 
pelled moumfdlly to exdaim, "I^ harvest is 
pait, the summer is ended, and I am not 
«avedr The conscience of the sinn«r will be 
compelled to admit the truth of the testimony. 
In earthly courts, oftentimes witnesses are 
suborned, and tiieir testimony fisdse. Not so 
ftt the grand assize. Not a scrap of false testi- 
mony will be admitted. The evidence will be 
in truth, and the judgment in righteousness. 
After all these scenes have occurred, the 
Judge will render a verdict, and pronounce tiie 
sentence, which will be irreversible and etemaL 
With regard to the righteous, though they 
have been guilty of many sins, both of omis- 
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fiion and cominittttony aod huve no merits <^ 
tiiedr own to plead; and consider themselyes 
^ joatljr olsnoxiow to eternal baniflliment; their 
AdTocate, the Loid Jesna Chriflt, in whom, 
wluie in the Sesh, they exa'cised a true and 
living fakh; will now present tiwm, clad in the 
wldte robes of his perfect rigliteouBiiess, fanU- 
leas before his Fa&er, and they will now hear 
^e welcome piawdit, "Come ye blessed, inherit 
;&e kingdom prepared jbr you &om the founda- 
li^n of the world." But tiiose on ihe left hand, 
who all their life Dejected the mercy oiBEKrod — 
43ie great salyation prc^i^ed without money 
aa&d widKMit price — ^will now hear tiie dread 
eentence; "Depart, ye cursed, into everiasting 
£re, prq)ared £br the devil and his angekf ' 

O my dear, impenitent feilow-prisonersi how 
^ean ye tjake up your abode, yoiir -eternal abode, 
in everlasting burnings? How can ye dwell 
with dcTouring fire? How can ye endure 
^^erlasridBg destiuction from OttB preseiiee of 
i&& Lord and the glory of his powier, fi^Ht up 
jbr ev«r in the feuf ul pit out of which there is 
^ 4sgreas except for the visioiL of the damned, 
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and the smoke of its torment? Be wise to- 
day, 'tis madness to defer. Procrastination is 
the thief of time. Delay is franght with awfol 
cbinger. Trust not in promises of future 
amendment. The way to hell is {^yed with 
good resolutions, which are never t^t. The 
fdture convenient season never arrives. like 
Felix, we may tremWe when the minister rea- 
sons of a judgment to come; and like Agrij^ 
we may be ahnost persuaded to be a ChristiaD, 
and yet come short of the glory of G^od throoigli 
procrastmation. Procrastination has populated 
hell. All the doomed and damned from Chris- 
tian limds are victims of this pernicious and 
destructive wile of the devU. It is foolish to 
procrastinate. Though the Bible teems with 
rich and glorious jnromises <^ a hundred-foH 
blessings in this life, and eternal glory in the 
world to come, to those who break off thdr 
sins by righteousness, and their tranfi^ressions 
by turning unto the Lord, yet all these pio* 
mises are limited to the present t^ose. There is 
not a single blessing promised the future p^uU 
tent. He procrastinates at the risk of losing 
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alL Bdiold; mu) ia the accepted time, aud 
liow is the day of salvation. lb-day if je 
will -hear his voice, hard^i not your hearts, 
"Ho, every obb that ihirsteth, come ye to the 
waters; and he that hath no money, come ye, 
buy and &U-; yea, come buy wine and milk with- 
out money and without price." "Seek ye Jmi 
ihe kingdom of <}od and his righteousness." 
"And the Spirit and the Bride say, come; let 
him that heareth say, come; and let him that is 
atiubr^ come: and whosoever will, let him take 
&e water of life fteely." 

Choose ye this day whom ye will serve. 
There is no warrant for deferring till to-mor- 
row the momentous and eternal interests of the 
immortal soid. The shorta^ess and uncertainty 
of life furnish a strong reason why we should 
not procrastinate. In the Bible, life is com* 
pared to everything that is swift, transient, and 
fleeting in its nature. It is compared to the 
swoop of the eagle hasting to the prey; to the 
swift post, to the bubble on the river. Life is 
compared in its duration to a year, a day, and 
to nodnng, yea, less than nothing, and vsmty. 
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AU these oompariaons indicate tliat it is Tea*; 
brief and evanescent We hare bo lease of 
life; we hold it by a verj slight tenure; and 
this is eq)ecially true of us in our presaat con- 
diticxL Oonfined in prison, some of us led to 
dea& ererj day without a moment'B wsuniixg^ 
every evening I address some who, heiom tbo 
next evening, are in eternity. Myself in dbiaiu^ 
my ]i& decWed forfeited, ought we not all to 
be deeply impressed with the necessity of iuHoer 
diate preparation to meet our Qod? I feel tiiat 
I am preaching as a dying man to dying men, 
and I beseech you in Christ's stead, be ye 
reconciled to God. Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and ye shaU be saved. Trust in him 
jfor salvation, for h^ is feithfiil who bas pro- 
mised. Ood has never said to any, seek ye my 
feoe in vain. By the love and mercy of God, 
by the terrors x)f the judgment, by the sympa^ 
thy and compassion of Jesus, I entreat jo% my 
fellow-prisoners, to seek an interest, a preswt 
interest, in the great salvation 1 

I dose for the present. We shall never all 
engage in divine service toge^r again (m 
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earth. We separate — some to gd to a distant 
prison, and some to death. May God grant 
that when we are done with earthly scenes, we 
may all meet in the realms of bliss, where there 
is ill God's presence fubless of joy, and at his 
right hand pleasures for evCTmorel And may 
ihe loYe of God, the graoe oi onr Lord Jesus 
CSirist, and the oommunion of the Hdly Spirit^ 
Irest and abide with us, and all the Israel c^ 
God, now, henceforth, and for ever. Amen I 
The following hymn was then sung: 

In tlie 8im, and moon, and stars, 
Signs and wonders there shall be; 

£arth shall quake with inward wars, 
Nationi with perplezi^. 

Boon shall ocean's hoary deep. 
Tossed with stronger tempests, rise; 

'Voider storms tha mountains sweep, 
Louder thunders rook the skias. 

Dread alarms shall shake the prond, 

Pale amazement, restless fear ; 
And, amid the thandmr-olond, 

Shall the Judge of men appe«r« 
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Boi tbongli firom his ftwftil Uo^ 
H«ftTen ■hall'&de, aad Murth shtU fly, 

Fear not ye, his chosen race, 
Tour redemption draweth nigh. 

I preacl^ longer than I had intended, har- 
ing become so fully engrossed with the subject 
as to forget my chains and my frustrated plans. 
My fellow-prisoners were listening apparently 
with interest; great solemnity prevailed, and 
penitential tears were flowing. It was evident 
that the Spirit of the living God was in our 
midst; and though danger and death were 
before our eyes, the consolations of the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God caused our peace 
to flow like a river. The precious seed was 
sown in tears. May we not entertain a good 
hope that he who cast the seed into this soil, 
prepared by affliction, shall come again with 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. By 
my side stood two in chains, who appeared 
deeply moved. During the day I had con- 
versed with them about their souls. They 
expressed regret that they had not heretofore 
given this matter the attention its importance 
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demanded. Since tlieir imprisonm^at^ how- 
ever, they had been led to feel that they were 
great siimers, and had, as they hoped, put their 
trust in Christ alone for salvation. I have 
since learned that on the morrow they were 
ahot. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

'S0OOB6SFUL E8CAPB. 

The Second Plsn of Esoape — ^Under the Jail— Sgress — 
Among the Guards — ^In the Swamp-— TraToUing on tike 
Underground Bailroad — ^The Fare— Green Com eaten 
Baw — Blackberries and Stagnant Water — ^The Blood- 
honnds— TantaHsing I>reams — The Piokets — ^The Cowa^- 
Become Sick — Pons Beatos — Find Friends — Union Friend 
No. Two — ^The night in the Bam — ^Death of Newman b/ 
Scalding— Umon Friend No. Three— Bound for the Uidon 
lines— Eebel Soldiers — Black Ox— Pied Ox— Beach 
Headquarters in Safety — ^Emotions on again beholding 
the (Hd Flag-^dndness while Sick— Meeting witii hls^ 
Family — Bichard Malone again — The Serenade— LeaT« 
Dixie— Northward bound. 

Afteb the sermon was concluded^ the prepara- 
tions for my escape were commenced. The 
building used for our prison was built with the 
front toward the east The doors were at the 
eastern and western extremities, which were 
the gable ends, one door being in each end. 
There were also two windows at each end, the 
door being between them. The doors and 
window-sashes had been removed, to allow the 
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gaards statioiked in front an unobstructed view 
of the interior. At night the apartment was 
lighted; and a guard patrolled the floor; it was, 
therefore/ nearly impossible for a person to 
escape the observation of the guards, either 
wiUun or wi^out the jaiL In the North, the 
lK>a8es are usually built with a cellar under- 
neath; at the South, such a thing is very rare, 
the Iu>use8 being built upon the ground, or 
upon piles. Our prison was built upon pfles, 
ibe floor being elevated about eighteen inches 
above the ground. The boards were nailed 
upon the building perpendicularly, and in some 
cases did not quite reach to the ground. Small 
openings were thus left between the floor and 
the ground, through which a person could 
crawl und^meaih the building. Around each 
door Was an enclomire, formed by stakes sur- 
mounted with poles, in the shape of a parallelo- 
gram, whose dimeiBions were about ten by 
sixteen feet. In each of these enclosures four 
guards were stationed, one of thfem being 
seated in the doorway. The rear enclosure 
was used for cooking purposes; and into both 
15 
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encloBures we were permttlied to go at pleasure 
during all hours of the day, and as late al 
night as ten o'clock. Only three prisoners 
were allowed to be in an enclosure at one time. 

M had discovered a hole by tfie side of 

the st^)s within the front enclosure, by which 
I could get under the building. I Mt unwil- 
ling to make such an attempt, as the aperture 
was in the immediate vicinity of the guards. 

M stated that four others would aid me, 

tiiough at considerable risk on their part, 
"m take the risk," was the individual response 

of all preseait. M selected three, who witti 

himself assumed the perilous task, in which 
discovery would have cost them their lives. 

M , who had devised the plan of escape, 

now instructed us in th« respective parts we 
were to perform. Ml promised impUoit obe- 
dience. At half-past nine, three prfaoners and 
myself were to go into Ae enclosure. They 
would stand up and converse with the guards, 
whilst I sat upon the groimd by the hole, to 
wait for an opportunity to orawl under the 
building unobserved. This opportunity we 
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ei^pected to occur at ten o'clock, wlien the 
i^lief-guard came on duty. The duty of one 
prisoner was to remain inside and engage the 
attention of the guard who sat in the door- 
way, while the other three would go into the 
endoBure, and entertain the other guards, 
according to the previously devised plan. At 
luJf-past nine o'clock, we placed ourselves in 
the designated positions. I readily removed 
my chain, coiled it up, and laid it by the side 
o[ a little stump. The moon shone with great 
lurillianoy, revealing the tents which surrounded 
us on every side. Officers and soldiers passed 
.hurriedly to and fro. We were in the midst of 
the noise and concision of a great encampment, 
as fliere were in and wround Tupelo some 
fifteen thousand soldiers. Mingled sounds of 
mirth and contention proceeded from the sur- 
rounding tents. My prisoner friends were 
engaged in a fierce argument with the guards 
as to the comparative merits of Tennessee and 
Missi9S^pi troops. This was done to divert 
their attrition, and I observed with pleasure 
that tibey were meeting with success. I reflected 
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that a few more moments would deinde my 
fete. If detected, my life must ^id iglwmini- 
ously and on the gallows. In the morning, 
my anklets wonH be securely welded. I would 
also be handcuffed and chs^ined to a post Then 
all hope must end, and Soon my corpse would 
be borne into the presence of her whose fears 
were flowing, and who reftised to be coti- 
forted because of my ominous absence. 

The order for the reKef-guturd now came loud 
and clear. I heard their hurried tramp, and 
saw their glittering bayonets in the bright 
moonlight. The set time, the appointed mo- 
ment, big with my fate, had arrived. I offered 
an ejaculatory prayer to Tfitn who ^ts lipon 
the throne of heaven for protection at thid 
critical moment The guard stood wi&in ten 
feet of me, with their eyes constantly upon 
me. Just as they were turning to reorfve Ae 
advancing relief-guard, I crawled backward 
under the building, and disappeared ifrom their 
view. The relief-gujwd went on duty, and 
those relieved retired. . The prisoners wwe 
ordered into die house, wd as the new gu^ds 
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^id not know that four were in the enolosnre, . 
I was not missed. 

I was now nnder the prison, but there were 
guards on every side, and the jail was in the 
midst of a camp, so that I was still in great 
danger of detection. I saw, through the 
crevices in the floor, the guard who patrolled 
the prison. I heard the murmurings and mut- 
terings of the prisoners, as he occasionally trod 
upon them in his carelessness. I could hear, 
though not distinctly, the conversation erf the 
prisoners. One of my assistants was detailing 
to his companions their success in getting me 
off unnoticed. The prisoners slept but little 
that night, owing to their an:riety for my 
safety, and I frequently heard my name men- 
tioned, and hopes for my safety expressed. I 
occasionally fell into uneasy slumbers, but thq 
fleas and other vermin were so annoying, that 
my sleep refreshed me but little. I could dis- 
tinctly hear the new guard conversing, and 
among other topics, one remarked that he had 
l^rgotten the countersign ; the other replied that 
it wsia Braxton. Well, said the former, I thought 
15* 
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it^Mnas Bragg; or Braxton^ or dometiiiiig likeihai 
Knowing the countersign emboldened me, at I 
could, if lialted, giye it, and pass on. I soon 
crawled to the north side of the prison, and 
found that there were three apertures sufficiently 
large to admit of my egress* Upon reaching 
the first one, I found a number of guards, some 
sittioig and some lying so dose to it, ih&t I 
cbured not make the attempt a^ that point* 

Crawling to the second, I r^nained till ihei:^ 
was comparative quiet; but at thd instant I 
was about to pass out, a soldia*, who was lying 
with his £(ioe toward me, commenced to oough, 
BxA ccmtinued to do so, at intervals, for more 
than an hour. Finding it unadvisable to run 
the risk of detection at this pcont, I made my 
way, wi& considerable difficulty, to the Aircl 
and last aperture> nei^ ike rear of ike boiling,' 
and not very distant firom &e rear-guajrds. I 
remained at this aperture till I heard one guard 
say to another that it was three o'clock, and 
that they must soon go on duty. I Mt cooA- 
demt that then was my time, or never, as 
morning would find me under the house, «nd 
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I would be re-arrested in that situation. Com- 
Hiitlhig mysdf into the hands of Gkxl, and 
asking him to ke^ me from detection, and 
grant me a safe escape, I arose from xmder the 
building, passed bj two sleeping guards, who 
were lying within three or four jEfeet of the 
prison. As it was my first essay at walking 
witiioUt diains, I reeled, as if under the influ* 
ence of strong drink, sfaiking my foot against 
the head of one oi those sleeping guards, who, 
awaking, turned over, imd uttering some excla« 
motion oi disapprobation, took no farther notioe 
of me, doubtless mistaking me for one of hid 
companions. Afber proceeding a few steps, I 
sat down upon the ground among some of tte 
guards. I took out my knife, and whistling, 
to appewr as xmconcemed as poanble, eom-* 
menced whittling a stump, ar<»md which they 
w^re collected — some sitting, some standing, 
and others reclining. I readily passed for 
one of them, as I was wearing a colored shirt, 
which resembled that worn by the guards. I 
so0n, howerer, arose, and wound my way 
smtmg the yafious groups, encbarouring to 
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reach the corn-field, to which I had made my 
firgt escape. After passing the guards oflf duty, 
a s^itinel arose a i^ort distance in front <^ me^ 
evidently with the intuition of halting me, if J. 
advanced farther. Stopping a few minutes, to 
avoid suspicion, I changed my direction, bear- 
ing southwest, and after a time, got into tibe 
woods. Kneeling down, I returned Gtxl thanks 
for thus crowning my efforts with success, and 
prayed for his continuous protection, and that 
he would choose out my path, that I n^ht 
escape detection, and rejoin my funily aod 
friends in safety. 

. I now pursued my journey rapidly in a 
southwest direction, choosing that which led 
Erectly from my home, for two reasons. Th§ 
cavalry and bloodhounds would not be 00 
likely to follow in that direction, and afteas 
listening, while in prison, to the drum-beat 
morning and evening, in the various sur- 
^unding camps, I noticed that it had ceased 
in the southw^t for several mornings ; hence I 
supposed that the camp in that directicm had 
been broken up, ai^d th^^, in taking that roat% 
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I could more readily get beyolid the rebel 
pickets^ and dien I coidd change my course^ 
ftnd bear northwsurd, and iieaoh the Federal 
lines at some point on thd Memphis and 
CSiarleston railroad. I hastened on till the suit 
arose, having passed throc^h woods and eom- 
fields^ etudionsly avoiding all roads, when, as 
I was rapidly traveling along a narrow path,* 
X met a negro. The suddenness of our meeting 
^^armed both. I, in a per^nptory tone, ad- 
dresBod him, in quick succession, the following 
interrogatories: 

"Where are you going? To whom do yom 
belong? Where have you been? Have you 
apafls?" 

'^I belong," said the boy, tr^nUing, "to 

Ifc. . I have been to wife's house; am 

gwine back home, but I hunt got nary 



" I suppose it is all right with you?" 
"Oh, yes, master ! it's all right wid me." 
Gonduding that it was not all right "wid" 
mysdi^ I hurried on, so<m leaving the paA, 
and turakig into a dense woods. Travelling 
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on till about one P. M^ I came to an open 
country, so extensive that I could not go round 
it, neither could I, in daylight, trard through 
it with safety. I sought out a place to hide> 
and finding a ditch which bisected a corn-field, 
I concealed myself in that. During the day, 
negroes and whites passed near, without dis- 
covering me. Becoming hungry, I ate a small 
piece of the bread which one of my fellow- 
prisoners had given me, but it made me quite 
sick. On my former escape, I had, just heSori^ 
leaving the house, traded pants with a fdtew- 
prisoner, without his knowledge or consent 
On my return, he rrfused to trade back. My 
reason for trading was, to get a dark pair, as 
mine were so light-coloured, I feared tibe guards 
would discover me more readily. Their owner 
had been accustomed to use tobacco, and the 
bread ha4 become tinctured with it. Tobacoo 
being very offensive to me, its presence on my 
bread caused me to lose it. 

The day passed away, and the night came. 
The stars came out in sil^it glory, one by one. 
Fixing my eye upon the pole-star, the under- 
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ground railroad travellers' guide, I set out, 
bearing a little to the west of north. I soon 
leached the thick woods, and found it very 
difficult to make rapid progress, in consequence 
of the dense under-growth and obscure Kght. 
The bushes would strike me in the eyes, and 
^ often flie iop of a fallen tree would cause me 
to make quite a circuit Soon, however, the 
moon arose in her brightness — ^the old silver 
moon. But her light I found to be far less 
l»rilliant than that of the sun, and her rays 
were much obscured by the dense foliage over- 
head ; hence my progress was necessarily slow, 
laboured, and toilsome. I slept but little during 
the day, in consequence of the proximity of 
those who might be bitter foes, and also 
the unpleasant position I occupied, as the ditch 
in which I had concealed myself was muddy, 
and proved an uncomfortable bed. I therefore 
became weary, my limbs stiff from travel and 
from the pressure of the heavy iron banda 
Sleep overpowered me, and I laid down 
in the leaves, imd slept till the cold awoke 
me, which, judging from the moon's descent, 
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must have been an hour and a half. Tbe 
nights in Miseissippi are invariably oool, hew- 
eyer hot the days may be. ArittUg fircMa my 
uneasy slumber, I pressed- on. My tiiirsty whibfa 
for some time had been increamng, now became 
absolutely imendurable. I knew not where to 
ohisiia water, not daring to go near a wdl, , 
through fear of being arrested. At l^igth I 
heard some suckling pigs and ib^ dam» afe a 
short distance from me, in the woods. Thero 
seemed to be no altematiye. I noust alh^ 
perish, or obtain some fluid to slake my raging 
thirst ; so I resolved to catch a little pig, eot 
its throat, and drink the blood. I searched tot 
my knife, but I had lost it. I was» tiierefore, 
reluctantly compelled to abandon my darign 
on the suckling's life. As I went forward, the 
sow and her brood started up alarmed, and in 
iheir flight, plunged into water. I immediately 
followed, and found a mud-hole. Bemoring 
the green scum, I drank deep of the stagnant 
pooL My thirst was only partiiJly quenched 
by this draught, and soon returned. As day 
dawned, I found some sassafras leaves, whi(^ 
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I chewed, to allay the pangs of hunger; but 
ibej formed a paste which I could not swallow, 
I soon after came to an old field, where I 
obtained an abundant supply of blackberries^ 
which not only served to check the gnawings 
of hunger, but also to allay my intolerable 
thirst I reflected that this day was the holy 
Sabbath, but it brought neither rest to my 
weaay frame, nor composure to my agitated and 
excited mind. Like Salathiel, the Wandering 
Jew, Ae word March/ was ringing in my ears* 
Onward! was my motto; Liberty or death! my 
watchword. About ten o'clock I came to an 
open country, and sought out a ditch, in which 
to ccmoeal myself! Here I fell mto a troubled 
sleep. I saw, in dreams, tables groaning und^ 
the weight of the most delicious viands, and 
brooks of crystal waters, bubbling and q^ark* 
ling as they rushed onward in their meandering 
course; but when I attempted to grasp them, 
they served me as they did Tantalus, of olden 
time, by vaniahing into thin air, or receding 
bey6nd my reach. While lying here, I wa« 
now and then aroused by the trampling oi 
16 



y Google 



182 TH« moK ruBNACT; ob 

horses grazing in llic fleld, which I feared 
might be bringing on my porsuerB. And oni}e 
the voices of men, mingled with the sonnds of 
horses' feet upon a litde brid^, some twenty 
feet distant, induced me to look out from my 
hiding-place, and lo! two cavalry-men — ^per- 
haps hunting for my life! — rode along. 

When the sun had reached the zenith, I 
was f^gain startled by voices^ which approache4 
nearer and nearer my place of conoesJment, till 
at length the cause was discovered. Sevwal 
children, both black and white, had come from 
a farmhouse, about a quarter of a mile distant, 
to gather blackberries along the margin of th^ 
ditch. They soon discovered me, and seemed 
ftomewhat startled and alarmed at my appear- 
ance. I soon saw them gazing down upon me, 
in my moist bed, with evident ai^azepient and 
alarm. Pallid, haggard, unshaven, and covered 
with mud, I must have presented a frightftil 
picture. 

As soon as the children passed me, fearing 
the report they would carry home, I arose 
from my lair, and hurried on, though I had to 
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pass in sight of several booses. After travel- 
ling three or four miles through an open 
t^hampaign country, I oame to a dense woods» 
bordering a stream which had ceased running, 
in consequence of the great drought that had, 
for a long time, prevailed throughout this sec- 
tion of Mississippi The creek had been a 
large one, and in the deep holes, some water 
fltill remained, though warm, and covered with 
a heavy scum, and mingled with the spawn 
of frogs. I drank it, however, from sheer 
necessity, tepid and unhealthy as it was. It 
did not allay my thirst, but created a nausea, 
which was very unpleasant. 

About four o'clock P. M., I was startled by 
the baying of bloodhounds behind me, and 
apparency on my track. Before escaping from 
jail, I had been advised by the prisoners to 
obtain some onions, as these, rubbed on the 
soles of my boots, would destroy the. scent. 
They could only be procured, however, by a 
visit to some garden-patch, and I feared to go 
so near a house. I had left no clothes in prison 
from which the hounds could obtain the scent in 
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Older to find my track; and my starting in a 
aonihvest direction was an additioiud precsu* 
tion agunst bloodhoand& Tlieir baying soon 
became alarmingly distinct Having beard them 
abnost every night for years, as tbey bunted 
down the Aigitive slave, I could not mistake 
Ibe fearful import of their bowling. I <^uld 
devise no plan for breaking the traiL Dan 
Boone, when pursued by Indians^ succeeded in 
baffling the hounds by catching at some over- 
hangup branches, and swinging himself for* 
ward. Negroes often destroy the scent by 
carrying matches, and siting the leaves on fire. 
One negro of whom I heard, ran along the 
brink of a precipice, and dug a recess back 
from the narrow patL Crawling into it, he 
remained till the hounds reached 1^;at pointy 
when he thrust them from the path. They fell 
and were dashed to pieces on the jagged rocks 
below. 

None of these plans were practicable to me, 
(and I supposed death imminent, either from 
being tca^n to pieces by the bounds, or by being 
«hot by the cavalry, who were, fc^owing th^n. 
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Climbing a tree, I reserved to await the arriral 
of the cavalry, and haying determined to die 
rather than be taken back again to Tupelo, I 
would reftise to obey any summons to descend. 
O, how I wished for my navy repeater, that I 
might sell my life as dearly as possible! that 
I might make some secessionist bite the dust 
ere I was slain ! I oft^i thought of the couplet 
in the old song — 

i 
*' The hounds are baying on my track. 

Christian, will you send me back?*' 

A feeling of strong sympathy arose in my 
bosom for the poor Afirican, who, in his endet* 
vour to escape from the Iron Furnace of 
Southern slavery, often encountered the blood- 
hounds, and was torn to pieces by them. '' A 
fellow feeling makes us wondrous kind." 

I had remained but a short time in the tree, 
when I ascertained that the hounds were bear- 
ing eastward, and they soon passed at a dis- 
tance. They were on the track of some other 
p6or ^gitive, and I rejoiced again in the hope 
of safety. Coming to a corn-field, I plucked 
16* 
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two ears of corn, and ate them raw, having n6 
matehes wherewith to kiiicQe a fire, which, 
indeed, wonld have increased my peril, as the 
emoke might advertise my presence to bitter 
and nnrelenting foes. 

Toward night I lay down in the woods, and 
fell asleep. Visions of abundance, both to eat 
and drink, haunted me, and every unusual 
sound would startle me. A fly peculiar to the 
South, whose buzz soimded like the voice of an 
old man, often awoke me with the fear that 
my enemies were near. As soon as TJrsa 
Minor appeared, I took up my line o£ marcL 
The night was very dark, and I became some- 
what bewildered. At lengtb I reached a cross- 
roads, and as I was emerging from the wood, 
I saw two pickets a few yards from me. 
Stooping down, I crawled on my hands and 
knees back into the woods. As I retired, I 
heard one picket say to the other, "Who is 
-ihat?" 

He replied, "It is the lieutenant of the 
guai-d." 

" What does he want?*' said the first. 
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"He is slipping round to see if we are 
asleep." 

After I got a safe distance in tlie bashes, I 
lay down and slept till the moon arose. To 
tiie surprise of my bewildered brain, it seemed 
to rise in the west. Taking my course I has- 
tened on, sometimes through woods, sometimes 
through cornfields, and sometimes through 
swamps. Comiug to a large pasture, in which 
a number of cows were grazing, I tried to 
obtain some milk, but none of them would 
allow me to approach near enough to effect 
my purpose. My face was not of the right 
colour, and my costume belonged to a sex 
that never milked them. I travelled until 
day-break, when I concealed myself in a 
thidc^ of cane, and had scarcely fallen asleep 
when I heard the sound of the reveille, in a 
camp close at hand. Arising, I hurriedly beat 
a retreat, and travelled several hours before I 
dared take any rest. I at length lay down 
amid the branches of a fallen tree, and slept. 
Visions of home and friends flitted before me. 
Voices sweet and kind greeted me on aU 
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sides. The bitter taunts of cruel officers no 
longer assailed my ears. The loved ones at 
home were present, and the joys of the past 
were renewed. But, alas! the falling of a limb 
dissipated all my fancied pleasures. The real- 
ity returned, and I was still a fdgitive escaping 
for life, and in the midst of a hostile country. ^ 
To-day my mock trial would have taken 
place, and I fancied the disappointment of 
Woodruff who had stated that to his know- 
ledge I was a spy, and to-day would have 
sworn it. And Barnes, the mail-robber, recom- 
mended for promotion because of his heroism 
in re-arriesting me, how sad he must feel, that 
the bird had flown, and that he would not have 
the pleasure of witnessing my execution. I 
thanked God and took courage. Though faint 
and weary, I was still hopeful and trusting, 
often repeating, 

"*Ti« God has led me safe thns far, 
And he will bring me home.^' 

On this (Monday) night, I travelled steadily, 
crossing swamps, corn-fields, woods, and pas- 
tures. I came to only one cotton-field dur- 
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ing the night. I pasfi^ through several 
wheat-fields, where the wheat had been har-, 
vested- T pulled a handful from a shock, and 
rubbed out some of the grain, but it was so 
bitter I could not eat it. I suspected every 
bush a secessionist, though I felt much more 
secure at night than in daylight. I avoided 
roads as much as possible, travelling on none 
except to cross them, which was done with 
great rapidity. The rising siin still found me 
pressing onward, and thirst and hunger were 
now consuming me. To satirfy hunger, I had 
recourse to the com-fidd; but I could find no 
water. I would gladly have drank any kind 
of beverage, however filthy, so that my thirst 
might be allayed. About nine o'clock, when I 
Jiad almost despaired of getting water at all, I 
came to a copious fountam in a gorge of the 
Jiills, and from its appearance, I seemed to be 
the dkcoverer. Around it tliere was no trace of 
human foot, nor hoof of cattle. On beholding 
it, I wept with joy. I remained by it about four 
hours, quaffing its cool and crystal waters, the 
Arst running water I had tasted since leaving 
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priBOQ. I also batlied mj body and washed 
my clothes, drying them in the Bun, and endea- 
voured to rid them of VOTmin, in which I only 
partially succeeded. I named this fountain 
Fom Beatus, and left it with sincere sorrow. 

Three o'clock, P. M., arrived, and I felt 
bewildered. I knew not where I was. I might 
be near fri^ads, I might be near bloodthirsty 
foes. I could scarcely walk. My iron bands 
had become very irksome. I felt that I was 
becoming childish. I could tell all my bone^ 
I tried to pray, but could only utter, "Lcwpd, b^ 
merciful to me, a sinner I" Still I felt ihankM 
that it was so well with me as it was. 

At that very hour, had I not escaped, I 
should have been either on the scaffold i^ 
Tupelo, or suspended between heaven airf 
earth, surrounded by an insulting and jeer- 
ing army. This reflection macfe me thank- 
ful to God, even though I should die in the 
swamps. The sky became ovearcast, and I 
found it impossible to distinguish north from 
south. I therefore ccmcealed myself and slept 
It was night when I awoke, andrthe clouds still 
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oovered the aky threateningly, concealing my 
guidiiig star, and rendering it impossible for 
lae to proceed. Thus^ when I willed most to 
go forward, my progress was arrested, and my 
distresfflBg suspense prolonged. During the 
whole night I was asleep and awake alter- 
Buetely, but oould not at any time discern either 
moon or stars. Once, while sleeping behind a 
&Uen tree by the roadside, a horseman passed 
by. His dc^, a large and ferocious-looking 
animal, came running along by the side of the 
tree where I was lying. When he reached me, 
I lenised up suddenly and brandishing a club 
menacingly, the alarmed and howling dog 
incontinently and ingloriously fled, leaving me 
master of the field. 
> On Wednesday morning the sun was still 
obsimred until nine o'clock. I was then sick. 
Th^pe was a ringing in jny ears, and I was 
afiQ^cted wi;th vertigo, a dimness of vision and 
fftintnoy^, which ren^red me absolutely unfit 
for. traveL It required an hour to walk a 
quarter of a mile. I found a good supply of 
blackberries, which very much refreshed me. 
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Before me was a hill, the top of which I v^taAetA 
after two hotirs' laborious asceiiL I def^aised 
of getting much ftirther. I thonght I must 
perish in the Iron Furnace of secessicm, wiii<ilL 
was heated very hot for me. Feeling oonfid^iit 
that I must be near Tippah county^ and know- 
ing that there were many Union men in tiiM 
county, I resolved to call at the first hooae on 
my route. If I remained where I wae, I iwemt 
perish, as I could go no further, and if I n^t 
with a Union family, I diould be saved; if with 
^* a secesh,^' I might possibly impoee up(^ th^ 
credulity, and get refreshment without bding 
arrested. They might,.however, cause iny an?eafc. 
It was a dilemma such as I hope never to ba 
placed in again. About an hour before sunset 
I came to a house, and remained near it for 
some time. At length I saw a negro ^1 come 
to the door. Knowing that where thero were 
negroes, in nine cases out of ten tibtere w^re 
secessionists near, I 1^ the house as qaickly 
as my enfeebled condition would, permit. €!oi9g^ 
to another house, I remained aear it till I yms 
satisfied there were no negroes hekl by tiiat 
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fiiinily. I then went boldly up, knocked, 
gained admittance, and asked for some wat^ 
Which was given me. The lady of the house, 
«(»x[tini8U]^ me closely, asked me if I were from 
Tupelo. I replied in the affirmative. She then 
inquire^ my name. I gave her my Christian 
natie, John Hill, suppressing the surname. Her 
husband was sitting near, a man of Harculean 
£nune ; and as the wife's inquisttiven^s was 
beginning to alarm me, I turned to him and 
Kdd: "Jfy friend, you are. a man of great 
physical powers, and at this time you ought to 
be in the army. The Yankees are overrunning 
«11 our coxmtry, and the service of every man 
IB needed." Has wife replied that he was not in 
tiie army, nor would he go into it, unless h^ 
was forced to go. They had been told that ttie 
<5avalry would be after him in a few days, to 
take him as a conscript ; but she considered the 
conscript law, base and tyrannical. Overjoyed 
at ike utterance of such sentiments as these, I 
then revealed my true character. I told them 
ihat I had recently made my escape from 
Tupelo, where I was doomed to execution on 
17 
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4i0 gallows, and that I was bow flying bcm 
fitmaa and firatn dea&. I tfieii e:diilHted tiie 
jron bands upofu mj ankles. Both piomised aH 
Ihe aid in ibeir power. The lady at onoe pro* 
poaeA to prepare strpper, bat I was too near thd 
point of starvatibn to await ihe alow process of 
-cooking. She therefore tamed down the table- 
eloih, which oovered the fragments remaining 
i£rom diimer, and diadoeed scnne com bread 
land Irish potatoes. Though I never liked oam 
i^read, I most confess I thought tha^was the 
fi^0reebeBi morsel I had ever tasted. 

After eating a Ettle, however, I becanie r&rj 
sbk, and was eompelled to desist. It was so 
long since I had partaken of any Substantial 
&od, that niy stomach now could not bear it 
The lady soon prepared Supper, eoiksisting of 
4nrdled chicken, and ot&er deficacies. The 
fowl was quite small, and I ate nearfy the 
whole of it, much to the chagrin of a Utile 
daughter of mine host, whom I heard com- 
f>laining to her mother, afterward, in an ac^oin- 
ing room, saying, ^'Ma, all I got of that chicken 
'Was a little piece of ihe wing,^ and ^aint that 
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gentifflTw^i a hosa to eat?" wHkc^Kor 
by no n^eams oompdUmeatary to my tg 
appetite. 

Alpber supper^ miae hoi^ endeavotBred Id 
reinove the heavy iron bands by irhioh my 
ankles were clasped. This was aooomplished 
^^r considerable laboiir. I asked him to 
^tai^ the bands till oaUed for, whi<^ he pro- 
mised to do. The good lady furnished me witK 
water and a suit of her husband's olotl^s. A&ei 
performing, a thorough ablution, I donned the 
suit, and felt completely metamoirphosed, waA 
yrBA thoroughly disguised, as my new sml 
had been made for a man of vasfly larger 
physical proportions. I spent the mght wilji 
my new friends, during which a .heavy 
thunder-storm passed over. Had I been out 
in the drencMng rain in my wretched cov^ 
ciition, I must surely have penshed. In tiie 
morning my host informed ute of a Union 
man who knew l^e country in tiie direction o£ 
Bienzi, the point which I now determined ia 
reach. This gentleman lived half a mUe diit 
taut, and my host accompanied me to a thiokat 
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r his kouie, where I oonoeided mysdf till lie 

1iroiq;iil Mr. to me. Said mj Mend No. 2, 

''I am not &miliar with the route to Bienzi, 
bat will go wiA you to Mend No. S, who I am 
poAtire is well acquainted witiii the road. He 
ean take you through the woods, so as to avoid 
the Confederate cavalry. As I nnd^isake this 
at the risk of my life, we must wait till nighi 
I would gladly have you come to my house, 
tet I fear that it might transpire tbi^ugh my 
<^dren that I had helped you to escape. Z 
have a large &mily, and most of 'em is gak,* 
Imd you know gals will talk. You can stay in 
my bam till I come for you. I will carry you 
provisiims during the day, and to-night we wiH 
go to my friend's." 

About three o'clock in the morning, he <mme 
with two horses, cme of which he mounted, and 
I the other. The horse I rode was a blooded 
ammal, and to use my friend's exprei^ioii, could 
run like a streak of lightning. I providdi 
myself with a good whip, resolving, in, case ot 
daager, to put my horse to his utmost speed. 
A short time after daylight, we reached fnmi 
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Ko. 3, who ^romiaed to c<Hid«ai loe to 
Wliile at hia bofoaei I loomed ti^t a XJmMttl^ 
Mi.'S-^ — -, had beem killod imder citoomst^ttces 
o£ the greatest eruelty. His a^n^kuMnts had; 
hefoome Joiowix to the rebels. He vas anwstod 
}0 iimt cavalry^ and refosuag to take the ottdi^. 
ihfj lesolved to put him to death oa t\m spoti 
T^ had a Iai?ge Betmily of small, childxen, vho^ 
^gether irith his wife> begged tint his lifii 
night be qpared. He himself 1^ no &votiiai 
p aak of the secessioiusts. Among his fbes^. 
the only point of dispute was, as to ths modo 
^ his death. Some fayoured shooting, aoms 
hai^ag; but the preyaiHng i^ority wese m 
fiivow of sealding him to death. AxmI thi^se^ 
in the presence of his weeping and hdi^lena 
$umly, the^ fiends in human form ddiberaieJg 
ii^qted wakTg with wkkh they msMdd to dsaOk 
^k(^r chmned and de/meeksa victim. Thus 
^rahed a patriot of whom the State waa 
|uit worthy. The corpse was then su^ndai 
from, a tree, with a label on tibe breai^ ststittg 
that whoever cut him down aiid buried hhxv 
i^jauld su&r th^ same fate. My jeompaniops 
17* 
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Mi ctown the eorpee by night, md bttfkd it 
in the forest May God reward them t 

My tamd No. 8 thought l^t it wtHild be 
best to teard in daylight. He oonld foUoir 
by-paUis, and aroid the lebdL cavalry. W^e 
i^iffted about ^ht o'clock on Friday tnoftung^ 
and mot \rith no incid^t worth narrating until 
ve reaehed a mill; here we fell in with some 
moL or seren rebel soldiers, who had be^ out 
on siiQk fiirlough, and were retummg. They 
Manned us closely, and inquired whence we 
came^ and whitiier bound. My friend specMed 
a neighbourhood from which he affirmed we 
oam^ and stated that we were hunting stray 
oxen, asking whether they had seen a black 
ox and a pied ox in thdr travels. They 
z^ied in the n^ative; and in turn asked 
him who I was. He rq)lied that I was his 
wi&'s brother, who had come from Alabamii 
about three montibs ago. They said I lookM 
like "deafli on a pale boss," and wished to 
JpoLOW what was the matter with me — if I were 
GonsumptiTe. My friend rq)lied that I had had 
ike obiUs &x several mondis; and as tik^reiras 
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BO 4|uiiime in ike oouBtry, il was impoonUe to 
stop them.. 

During this inquisition, I was ready at any' 
]SQi(HXient to put spur to my horse, and run a 
j^aoe for life, had any attempt been made to 
anwt me, or if I had been reoognked by any 
of the soldi^s. We were, however, permitted 
to pass on, not without some suspicious glances. 
We a^ length reached a point ten miles from 
Bienzi My guide now insisted on return* 
mg. It would be morning ere he reached 
home, and if met by cavalry, he must invent 
some platffiible excuse for having a led horse^ 
Nor did he dare return by the same route. 
Knowing the cormtry, I permitted him to 
return. I then set out on foot, and at l«ig& 
reached the Federal pickets, three miles fixnn 
Aienzi, where a horse was furnished me; and 
about ten o'clock I reached the head-quarters 
of -Colonel Misn^ in BienzL Wh^a I gazed 
upon the star-spangled banner, beneath whose 
ample folds there was safety and protection — 
wh^a I saw around me the Uni<m hosts — ^I 
lUied tears of joy,.and £rom the dep^ of my 
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beart Tetan^d ttMoloi to AlmighlTf QoA, wW 
had given me my life at my request^ pi^swamng. 
Bie, amid dai^r* adea and nneeen, till I now 
ma aafe amid hosts of firienda. 

CiAaiiel Mkner leq^eakd me to report all 
Aat vould be of servioe to General Roaecafmas^ 
vhioh I cUdi he copying my report as I ga?e ik 
I reported, so &r as I was informed, tiie proba^^ 
Ue niimber of troops in and around Tnpeto^ 
the tc^graphy of the oountry, the probable 
difiignB o£ the rebels, the nomber of troop* 
aent to Richmond tinder Beauregard, ko. 'Em 
Colonel requested me to go with him to head« 
quaarters in the morning; but at the hoiir specir 
fted I was siok, and my physician, Dr. H<dley; 
of the Thirty-sixth Illinois, thou^t it wcndd 
not be advisable for me to go, ev^ in an 
ambulanoe. My repoit, however, was oiBurri^d 
mp to General Bosecrans. 

Through proper treatment I recovered in ^ 
few days, so as to be al^ to go into Jaobato, 
the nearest point in ike Federal Un€6 to my 
femily. I called on General Jeffera^n 0» Davis, 
who was in conunand of that post The GeKmyi 
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h$A heiHd <^mj aiMst^ aod eiqpreaaed gratifiQa' 
tioii at my safe Pefcum. I mfonned him of my 
desire to get my family within the lines. Tho 
General immediately proflfered me all the cayal- 
ry at his command; and ordered them to pre- 
pare for the expedition. I thankfully accepted 
his kind i^r^ but after reflection concluded to 
aend a messenger first, with a letter to my 
wife; if he w^e not interested, I knew that 
ohe would come in as soon as possible. The 
order to the cavalry was countermanded until 
this plan would be tried. The messenger was 
not interested, and on the next day I had tha 
pleasure ol beholding my wife and child, whose 
fibces, a short time before, I had given up all 
hope of ever beholding on earth. 

While here, I called on my friend, Lieuten* 
ant Bichard Malone, who resides in Jacinto. 
On inquiring at his house for him, he heard 
jpy voice, and ran out to ihe gate to meet me. 
Grasping my hand, he could nc^ for some time 
control his emotions so as to speak. 

Malone gave me his history since we had 
parted at the outer wall of the prison. He 
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reaofaed the oom^field al the point dedgnated, 
and anxiously awiated m j arrival until neaa^ 
daylight, when he was compelled to se^ safety 
in flight We had agreed tp meet in the oom- 
field at a place where there was a garment sua-- 
pended upon tiie fence- We think there must 
have been two garments suspended at different 
points, and hence our mistake. We could no^ 
signal loud in consequence of tibe nearness of 
the pickets, and therefore did not meet Soon 
after daylight, Malone found himself in ther 
midst of a cavalry company which had en- 
camped there during the night; they wer^ 
making preparations for departure, and the 
majority of them were gathering blackberries. 
Joining them, he passed as a citizen, and when 
he reached the rear of the company, he gath- 
ered some sticks in his arms, and started 
towards a small cabin at a short distance, as if 
it were his residence. Before reaching it, he 
made a detour to the right, and passed mte the 
dense woods. On the next day, about ten 
o'clock, A. M., he reached an open champaign 
country, through which it would have been- 



y Google 



sUlyxbt xsm ncEssioif. 203 

cUmgerom to faraveL To flie west, about three 
knndred jmrds distant^ was a dense woods, 
wh^ be koped to reach without defoctioiL 
Wldle traTelling down a road for this purpose, 
Ibur eaYabymen who were in pursuit dashed 
towards Mm, and ordered him to return with 
&em to Tupelo. Malone replied, that as it 
Was useless to resist^ he must submit He 
asked for some water; they had none in their 
ouiteens, but went to a house in the dis- 
tant to obtain some. Malone was ordered 
to maaroh before them, which he was com- 
pelled to do, though famishing from hunger 
and thirst On reaching the house, tl^y all 
w^it to the well and drew a bucket iji water. 
There being no dipper, Malone remarked that 
he would go into the house and get one. 
One of the guards followed, and stationed 
himself at the door with his gun. Malone 
went into the house, and immediately passed 
out at tiae back do6r. The garden gate being 
open, he paissed into tiie garden, when he 
commenced running. Two women in the 
house noticed his running, and clapping their 
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hands exclaimed, ''Your Yankee's gone I Yom 
Yankee's gone I'' The goards immediaidy 
followed^ ordering him to halt, and firing at 
him with their revolvers. Malone quuiilj 
reached a corn-field, and soon after a gwamp,. 
whence he made good his escape, and after 
various vicissitudes reached his famil j in 
Jacinto, where I now found him. 

I returned to Rienzi with my fiunily, re^ 
solved to leave for the North. My wife, be£are 
leaving her fisher's, learned, through a letter 
sent by a rebel officer to his wife, that all the 
guards who were on duty during the night i 
escaped firom prison, were placed xmder doae 
arrest, and were still in the dungeon at the 
time erf his writing. There were eleven guards 
on each relief, and three r^e& dtiring the 
night; there were, therefore, thirty-three guards 
placed under arrest because of my escape. 

On the night previous to our departure firom 
Bienzi, we were honoured with a serenade^ 
through the politeness of General Granger, of 
the cavalry, and Colonel Bryner, of the Forty- 
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cerenth IIliQois Begimeot. Being called on for 
A speech, I Aiss lesponded : 

GsNTLBHBK — ^I retum you sincere thanks for 
Aie honour intended myself and family. In 
1^ language of the last tune played by your 
band, I truly feel at ''home again/' and it fills 
my soul with joy to meet, my Mends onod 
more. What a vafrt; di£Eezenoe a few miles 
makes I Tupelo is about forty miles south of 
Bienzi, on an air-line. There I was regarded 
as a base ingrate, as a despicable traitor, as an 
enemy to the country, chained as a felon, 
doomed to die, and before the execution of the 
sentence, subjected to every spedes <^ insult 
and contumely. Here I meet with the landed 
expressions of sympathy from oiBcers of all 
Tasks, firom the subaltern to the general, and 
there is not a private soldier who has heard my 
tale of woe, who does not manifest a kindly 
sympathy. 

I hqpe that you will soon pass south of 
Tupelo; but in your march to the Gulf, may 
you fare better than I did in my journey to 
18 
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this plaee. Chreea corn eftten raw, t)eni«i, 
and stagnant water, would soon eaoae you to 
present the anaciated appearance that I do. On- 
your route, call upon the secession sympathiz- 
ers, and compel them to furnish you with better 
f^ more substantial food. My horse I left at 
Tupelo. He is a valuable animal The rebd 
General Hardee, yi the true spirit of secession, 
appropriated— that is, st<de — ^him* Howerer, I 
did not call to demand him when I left. Being 
in haste, I did not dioose to spare the time, and 
leaving in the night, I did not wish to disturb 
the slumbers of the Tupelonians. He is a 
l»right bay. If you meet with him, you may 
have him for nothing. I would much pref^ 
jdiat he serve the Federal army. 

If you take General Jordan prisoner, send 
me word^ and I will ftimish you with the iron 
bands ^t he put on me, by which you may 
secure him till he meets the just award of his 
crimes, which would be death, for destroying 
&e lives of so many Union men. 

I hope that you naay soon plant the stars and 
stripes on the shores of the Gulf of Mexico, and 
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play the ^Stax-qpangled Banner" within hew- 
ing of ite vertiginous billows, after having con- 
quered every foe to the permanence of the glo- 
rioQS XJnioi^ I close with the saiiiment of the 
immortal Jackson, which I wish you to bear 
constantly in mind, in your victorious pro- 
gress — "The Federal Union — ^it mxist and diall 
be preserved I" Belying upon the Qrod of 
batdes, rest assured that the right cause wiU 
triumph, and that after having secured the great 
object of your warfere, the preservation of the 
Union, your children and your childieE's chil- 
dren will rise up and call you blessed, rejoicing 
in the enjoyment of a free, united, ai^i happy 
country. 

Wishing you abundant success, I beg leave 
to retire. 

On Saturday, the 2d of August, 1862, we 
left J^iensd, en roui^ for the North, in company 
with William H. Hubbard, Esq., and family, 
who were also reAigees. From the moment I 
V reached the Federal lines I experieaiced nothing 
but Jdadjiefls. . I x^ould not m^ntioii all who are 
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deserving oi thanks from m js^ and fiunUy . I 
am under spocii^ obligatipns to Generals Nel- 
son, BosecranS; Granger, Dayis, and Asboth; 
also to Colonel Bryner and Lieutenant Colonel 
Thrush, of the Forty-seventh Illinois, and Sur- 
geon Lucas, of same regiment, and to Dr. Hol- 
ley, of the Thirty-sixth Illinois Volunteers; to 
Josiah Eong, Esq., of Pittsburgh, Pennsylva- 
nia; and Dr. McCook, of Steuben ville, Ohio; 
also Mrs. Ann Wheelwright, of Newburyport, 
Massachusetts, whose kind letter will ever be 
rememberied, and whose "material Aid'' entitles 
her to lasting gratitude; and to BeV. George 
Potts, B. D., of New York; and Mr. William 
E. Dubois, of Philadelphia; Eev. Dr. Sprole, 
Newburgh, New Yorfc; Bev. N. Hewitt, D. D., 
Bridgeport, Connecticut; and Bev. F. N. Swing, 
Chicago, Illinois ; Bev. J. M. Krebs, D. D., New 
York; Bev. A. D. Smith, D. D,, New York; 
and Bev. F. Beck Harbaugh, Philadelphia, and 
many others. 

Before closing this chapter I would mention 
the following incident : 
^ On Wednesday etening, November lMt,'I 
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addr^saed the dtdzena oi Fhiladeli^ua at the 
Sixth Presbyterian Church, (Bev, F. Beok 
Harbai^h's.) A rep(»rt of this address found 
its F&7 into the eily piq)ers. Tw^o days after- 
wards, while in conversation with Mr. Martien, 
at his book-store, two soldiers entered, one of 
^whom approached^ and thus addressed me ; 

" Do you know me, sir ?" 

I reined: "Your face ia familiar, but I do 
iK>t remember your name. It is my mirfortuno 
not to be able to remembear {proper names.^' 

**I read the report of your address in the 
newspaper, and through the aid of my comrade^ 
I have succeeded in finding you. We have met 
before, at Tupelo.'* 

. At the mention of Tupelo, I immediald:y 
recognised in the speaker the man who, after 
labouring with the others in sundering my 
obmtK engaged the guard, who sat in the door* 
way^ in conversation, while I watdsed an 
opportunity to disappear under the pcison. 
Grasping him wannly by the hand^ I said : ''I 
pow recognise you. You are Mr* Howell Trog^ 
^QS^ <^ Misaoun, late my feUow-pnaoaer in 
18* 
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Tapek). How and wh&i did you succeed i& 
leaTing that priBQU ?'' 

''Bduig a Federal priioner, I was removed 
from Tupelo to Mobile, and there paroBed oa 
die 26th of August last" 

"When was I missed after my escape, aad 
how did the officers act when they learned tfeA 
I was gone ?" 

"You were missed at roll-^all, the next 
morning; and in a short time, many officers 
came into the prison. They were greatly 
^u'aged at this, your second flight The 
prisoners were closely questioned as to their 
complicity in your escape, but they denied all 
knowledge of the matter. Soon aU the prison- 
guards on duty during the night, thirty 4hree 
in number, were brought into the prison in 
chains. The cavalry was ordered out in searcdi 
of you, and directed to dioot you down wlwre- 
ever found. The mode of your escj^e was not 
discovered, and the officers were of Ae opinion 
that you had bribed the guards. From that 
time, the officers became more cruel than ever, tmi 
in two weeks, ihiriy-two of owr feUow-priAimers^ 
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tffere taken out and shott We never learned 
whether you had saooeeded in escaping to the 
Union lines. We feared that you wwe over- 
taken andahoty or that you perished in the 
swampe from hunger, thirst, and fittigue. I 
1k^ soon to see McHatten, Speer, De Grum- 
mond, and Soper, who are also paroUed, and 
they will rejoice to learn that you still live. 
During the night oi your escape, we slept 15ut 
little, through fear that owr chaplain might be 
shot by the guards, and I assure you many 
fervent prayers ascended to Heaven for your 
safety.'' 
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CHAPTER VII. 

« 

SOUTHEKK GLAS8B8--CBUELfT TO BLATB9. 

8an<lhillers — Dirt-eating — Dipping — Their Mode of laying— 
Patois— BaiB-booii—Wil!»-timde—C<«iBg ia to •«• At 
Cars — S«per8titton--Marriage of Kinsfolks — Hardshell 
Sermon — Gaoses which lead to the Degradation of this 

' Class— Efforts to Beoonode the Poor Whites to tiie Pees- 
Har Inslitotton— The Sla^F^oUiBg Gloss— The BOdcUs 
Glass — ^Northern Isms — Incident at a Methodist Minister's 
Hoose — Question asked a Candidate for licensure— Bea- 

. tea of SomthsTQ Hatred toward the North— Letter to Ifr. 
Jaokman — ^Barbarities and Gmelties of SlaTery — Mnlat- 
toes— Old Cole— Child Bom at Whipping-post— Ad^rte- 
ment of a Keeper of Bloodhounds— Getting Bid of Free 
Blacks — The Doom of SlaTery-^Methodist Church South. 

The sojourner in the Slave States is sfcrudk with 
the wretched and degraded appearance df a 
class of people called by the slaveholden?, 
"poor white folks," and "the tallow-fiaoed gen- 
try," from their pallid complexion. They live 
in wretched hovels, dress slatternly, imd are 
exceedingly filthy in their habits. Many of 
them are clay or dirt-eaters, which is said to 
^ cause their peculiar ccmiplexion. Their chil- 
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dren, at a rexy early age, form this filtiij and 
disguBting habit; ajid n^re in&nts may be 
found with their mouths filled with dirt The 
mud with which they daub the intergrticea 
between the logs of their rude domicils, must 
be frequently renewed, as the occupants pick it 
all oat in a very short time/ and eat it This 
pernicious practice induces disease. The com- 
plexion becomes pale, similar to that occasioned 
by chrojiic ague and fever. 

Akin to this is the practice of snuff-dipping, 
which is not confined exclusively to fismales of 
the poor white caste, though scarcely one in 
fifty of tbia class is exempt from tibe disgusting 
habit The method is this : The female snuff- 
dipper takes a short stick, and wetting it with 
4ier saliva, cUps it into her snuff-box^ and then 
rubs the gath^ed dust all about her mouth, 
and into the interstices of her teeth, where she 
allows it to remain until its strength has been 
fyiy absorbed. Others hold the stick thus 
loaded with snuff in the cheek, a la quid of 
tobacco, and suck it with a decided relish, 
while engaged in their ordinary avocations; 
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while oA&tB giiDplj fiU the xooath witii the 
miMS, and imitate, to all intents and purposes^ 
the chewing prc^nsities of the men. In tibe 
absence of sauS, tobacco in ike plug or leaf k 
invariablj resorted to as a substitute. Orientd 
betel-chewing, and the Japanese £Btshion of 
Uaeking ike teeth of married ladies, ia« th« 
height of elegance compared with snuff«dippin^ 
The habit leads to a speedy deeay c^ the tee&, 
and to nervous disorders of every kind. Tkosd 
who indulge in it become haggard at a r&rf 
early age» 

The Petersburg (Ya.) Mx^press estimates thd 
number of women in that State as otie hundred 
and twenty-five thousand, one hundred tlK>u<» 
aand of whom are aiuff^dippera Ev^y five 
id* these will use a two-ounce paper of oat^ 
per day ; that is, to the hundred thousand dip- 
pers, two thousand five hundred pounds a day, 
amounting, in one year, to the encnrsno^ quan* 
tity of nine hundred imd twelve thousand 
pounds. This practice prevails g«OT^y, it 
0ays, among the poor whites, though soisiis 
finales <^ the higher da&ws are guilty of 'it 
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The fooT irhiteft obtain thar subsistence, a» 
fiur as practicable, in the primitive abor^nal 
mode, vix., by hunting and fidiing. When these 
BieilKMls fiaol to affi>Fd a supply, they cultivate a 
imck'pateh, and scmie of th^n raise a bale or 
tiro of cotton, ¥rith the proceeds of the sale of 
irbidbL they buy whiskey, tobacco, and a few 
necessary articles. When all other methods 
$i3, they resort to (dealing, to which many of 
fli^sn are addict^ from choice, as wdl as from- 
neeeesttty. They are exeieeding slovenly in 
their habits^ cleanliness beii^ a rare virtue^ 
Indolence is a prevailing vice, and its lamenta- 
"ble effiects lure everywhere vifidble. They fully 
obey ibe scriptural injunetion, take ito thoii^t 
for the morrow. A presen* supply, sufficient ta 
satisfy nature's most urgent demands, being 
obtained, their care eearos, and tJiey rrfapse 
into listless inactivity.' They herd together 
upon the poor sand-hills, the refoseland <^ the 
qonntry, which the rich slaveholder will not 
purchase, for which reason, they are sometimes 
oikUed sand-hillers, and here they live, and their 
children, aiod their chilcbren's children, through 
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guccesflive generations, in the same deplorable 
condition of wretchednese and degradation. 

They are exceedingly ignorant; not one 
adult in iftfty can write ; not one in twen^ can 
read. They can scarcely be said to speak the 
l&igHsh language, using a patois which is 
scarcely inteHigible. An c^diady thus related 
an incident of which her daughter ^'tSar waB 
the heroine. *'My darter Sal yisterday sot the 
lather to tb^ damsel tree, and cUm up, and 
knocked some of the nicest saftest damsels I 
ever seed in my bom days." I once called to 
make some inquiry about the road, at a «mall 
log tenement, inhabited by a sand-hiller and 
femily. A sheet was hanging upon the wall, 
containing the portraits of the Presidents of 
the United States. I remarked to the lady of 
the house that those were, I believed, the pic- 
tures of the Presidents. 

"Yes!" she replied; "they is, 'and Tve beam 
tell of 'em a long time. They must be gittin' 
mighty old, ef some of 'em aint dead. That 
top one," she continued, "k Qineral Washing- 
ton. Fve hearn of him ever sence I was a gal. 
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He must be gittin' up in* years, ef he aint dead. 
Him and Gineral Jackson fit the British and 
Tories at New Orleans, and whipped 'em, too.** 

She seemed to pride herself greatly on h^ 
historical knowledge. 

One of these geniuses once informed me of 
a peculiar kind of book "he'd hearn tell on," 
that the Yankees had. He had forgotten its 
name, but thus described it : " It told the day 
of the week the month come in on. It told 
when we was a gwine to have rain, and what 
kind of wether we was gwine to have in 
gineral. May-be they call it a rain-book." 

I replied that I had heard of the bo6k, and I 
believed that it was called an Almanac 

"YouVe said it now," remarked the man. 
"It's a alminick, and I'd give half I's wuth to 
have one. I'd no when to take a umberell, and 
if I haddent nary one, I'd no when I could go 
a huntin' without gittin' wet." 

Two of these semi-savages had resolved to 

remove to the West, in hope of bettering their 

condition. One wished to remove to Arkansas, 

the other to Texas. The wife of the former 

19 
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wished to go to Texas, the latter to Arkansas. 
The husbands were desirous of gratifying their 
spouses, but could derise no plan that seemed 
likely to prove satisfactory, till one day when 
hunting, finding game scarce, they sat down 
upon a log, when the following dialogue took 
place: 

" Kit, I'm sort o' pestered about Dilsie. She 
•wars to Eackensack she'll go, and no whar 
else. I allers had a hankerin' arter Texas. 
Plague take Backensack, I say 1 Ef a man war 
thar, the ager and the airthquakes ed shake him 
out on it quicker en nothin'." 

"When a woman's set on a gwine anywhar, 
they're a gwine. It's jest no use to talk. I've 
coaxed Minnie more'n a little to go long with 
me to Arkansas, and the more I coax, the more 
she wont go.'^ 

" WeU, Kit, 'sposen we swap women." 

" Well, Sam, what trade'U ye gin ?" 
• "Oh! a gentleman's trade, of course 1'* 

"Shucks, Sam I 'sposen I had a young ffllyi 
and you a old mar, ye wouldn't ax an even 
trade, would ye ?" 
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"Na; it ?ud be too liaid. I tell you what 
I'll do. Kit. Here's a shot-gun that's wuth tent 
dollars, ef it's wuth a redt I'll give it and that 
ar b'ar-skiu hangin' oa the side of my shanty, 
to boot, and say it's a trade." 

"Nuff sed, ef the women's agreed." 
Home they went, and stated the case to the 
women, who, ofter due delibercUion, acceded to 
the proportion, having also made a satig&otory 
arrangement about the children, and they all 
soon went on their way rejoicing to their 
respectiYe destinations in that 

*< American's haTen of eternal resti 
Found a little farther West" 

On the Sabbath after the oompletion of the 
Memphis and Charleston railroad, a large num- 
ber of the sand-hillers came to luka ^rings, 
to witness the passing of the cars. Arriving 
too early, they visited a church where divine 
service was progressing. 'Whilst the minister 
was in the midst of his sermon, the locomotive 
whistle sounded, when a stampede took place 
to the railroad. The exodus left the parson 
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almost alone in his glory. The passing train 
caused the most extravagant expressions and 
gestures of wonder and astomshment by these 
rude observers. It was an era in their life. 

Once while standing on the railroad-track, I 
observed a crowd of these people coming to see 
the ^'elepJuxnty They came so near, that I 
overheard their conversation. One young lass, 
of sweet sixteen, with slattern dress and 
dishevelled hair, looking up the road, which 
was visible for a great distance, thus expressed 
her astonishment at what she saw: "O, dad! 
what a long piece of iron !" Soon the whistle 
sounded; this they had never heard before, and 
came to the conclusion that it was a dinner- 
horn. As soon as the cars came in sight, 
they scattered like frightened sheep, some on 
one side of the road, and some on the other. 
Nor did they halt till they had placed fifty 
yards at least between them and the track. 

Superstition prevails amongst them to a fear- 
ftd extent Almost every hut has a horse-shoe 
nailed above the door, or on the threshold, to 
^eep out witches. In sickness, charms and 
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iiicaixtatioiis are used to drive awaj disease. 
Their physix)iana are cliiefly what are termed 
&ith-doctors, who are said to work miraculous 
cures. They are stroug believers in luck. If 
a rabUt cross their path^ they will turn round 
to change their luck. If, on setting out on a 
journey, an owl hoot on the left hand, they 
will return and set out anew. If the new moon 
is seen through brush, or on the left hand, it i9 
a bad omen. They will have trouble during 
the lunar month. When the whippoorwill is 
first heard in the spring, they turn head over 
Jieels thrice, to prevent back-ache during the 
year. Dreams are harbingers of joy or wo* 
To dream of snakes, is ominous. To dream of 
aeeiDg.a coffin, or co^ver^g with the dead, i$ 
A sign of approaching dissolution, and many 
h^ve no doubt perished through terror, ooca- 
sioned by sadh dreams. Fortune-tellers are 
rife amongst them — those sages whose compre- 
hensive view knows the past, the present, and 
the future. They seek unto familiar spirits, 
that peep and mutter, for the living to the 

19* 
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Thej have many deformed^ and blind, axki 
deaf among them, in consequence of the inter- 
marriage of relatives. Consins often marry, 
and occasionally they marry within the degrees 
of consanguinity prohibited by the law of God, 
Perhaps this divine law forbids the marriage 
of cousins when it declwes, ''Thou shalt not 
marry any that is near of kin." The aad 
effects on posterity, both mentally and physi- 
cally, lead to the conviction that if the law ot 
Ood does not condemn it, physiological law 
does. 

These sand-hillers do not (when no serious 
preventive occurs) feil to attend the elections, 
where the highest bidder obtains ti^ir vote. 
Sometimes their vote will command cash, and 
sometimes only whiskey. It is sad to witness 
the elective franchise, that highest and most 
glorious badge of a j6-eeman, thus prostituted. 

Hie proverb holds good — ^Like people, Hke 
priest. Their ministers are ignorant, ranting 
fanatics. They despise literature, and ev^ry 
Sabbath Eliminate censures upon an educated 
ministry. The following is a specimen of thdr 
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preaching. Mr. V is a Hard-sbell Baptist, 

or, as they term themselves, "Primitive Bap- 
tiste.** Eirtering the pulpit on a warm morning 
in Jtily, he will take off his coat and vest, roll 
up his sleeves, and then begin: 

My Bbethbring and Sistebn— I air a 
ignorant man, follered the plough all my life, 
and never rubbed agin nary college. As I 
said afore, Fm ignorant, and I thank God for 
it. (Brother Jones responds, "Passon, yer ort 
i» be very thankful, far yer very ignorant.'^ 
Well, Pm agin all high lamt fellers what 
preaches grammar and Greek ftir a thousand 
dollars a year They preaches far the money) 
and they gits it, and that's all they'll git. 
They've got so high lamt they contradicts 
Seripter, what plainly tells us that the sun 
rises and sets. They seys it don't, but that the 
yerth whirls rotmd, like clay to the seal. What 
ud cum oi the water in the wells ef it did. 
Wodent it all spill out, and' leave 'em dry, and 
yrhsa ed we be? I may say to them, as the 
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sarpent said unto Darid, xntich kammg halb 
made thee mad. 

When I pFeaclies^ I nerer takes a tez till I 
goes inter the pulpit; tbea I preaches a plsin 
sarment, what even women can understand. J, 
never premedertat^, but what is given to me 
in that ssaae hour, that I sez. Now Pm a 
gwine ter open the Bible, and the first verse I 
8ees^ Tm a gwine to take it fora tex. (Suiting 
the action to the word, he opened the Bible, 
and commenced reading and spelling together.) 
ICan is f-e-a-r-f-u44-y — fearfully — and w-o-zv- 
d-e-r-tu-1-l-y — wonderfully — m-a-d-e — miwL-*- 
''Man is fearfully and wonderfully made." 
(Pronounced mad.) Well, it's a quar tex, but 
I said Ps a gwine to preach from it^ and Pm 
a gwine to do it In the. fust places 111 divide 
my sarment into tiiree heads. Fust and fore- 
most, I show you that a man will ^t mad. 
2d. That sometimes hell git fearfully mad; and 
thirdly and lastly, when thar's lots of things to 
vex and pester him, he'll git fearfully iuad won- 
derfully mad. And in the application ITl 
show you that good men sometimes gits mad, 
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tyr the Poele David liiasel^ wbo rote die tex, 
got mad, and <»lled all men liars, and ctuBed 
his enemies, wishen' 'em to go down quick into 
hell; and Noah, he got tite, and cnsaed hia 
nigger boj Ham, jnst like some drunken mas- 
ters now cusses their niggers. But Noah and 
David repented; and all on us what gits mad 
must repent, or the devil 11 git us. 

Thus he ranted, to the great edification of 
liis hearers, who regard him as a perfioct Boan- 
erges, to which title his stentorian voice would 
truly entitle hinu This exordium will serve as 
a specimen of the ''sarment," as it continued in 
4he same strain to the end of the peroration. 

Where there is no vision, the people perish. 
'Such blind leaders of the blind are liable, with 
Iheir infatuated followers, to fidl into a ditch 
worse than Bunyan's Slough of Despond. This 
minister had undoubtedly run when he was 
not sent, though he "had heam a call; a audi- 
ble voice had, while he was a shucken com, 
said unto him, Preach." Though Orod does not 
need men^s learning, yet he has as little use for 
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tibieir ignorance. Leturmog is tibie handmaid <^ 
religion, but must not be substituted in k» 
^tead. 

The causes which induce this ''wilderness of 
mind" are patent to all who uaake even a cur- 
sorj examination. There is a tendency in ^ 
poor to ape the manners of the rich. Those 
having slaves to labour in their stead, -toil not 
physically; hence labour &lls into disrepute, 
and the poorer classes, having no slaves to 
work for them, and not choosi^ to sul»mt ta 
ihe degradation of labour, incur all the evils 
resulting from idleness and poverty. Igat> 
ranee and vice of every kind soon ensue, and a 
general apathy prevail^ which destroys in a 
great measure all mental and physical v^ur. 

The slaveholders buy up all the fertile Itoids 
to be cultivated by their slaves; henoe the poer 
are crowded out, and if they remain in tibe 
vicinity of the place of their nativ%^, ikey 
must occupy the poor tracts whose sl^rflity does 
not excite the cupidity of their rich neighbours. 
The slaveholders' motto is, •' Let us buy more 
negroes to raise more cotton, to buy more 
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negpocB, and monad infinitum. To raise more 
cotton they must also buy more land. Small 
&rm^r9 are induced to sell out to tbem, and 
move further west. For this reason, tlie white 
popnlation of the fertile sections of the older 
dave States is constantly on the decrease, while 
the slave population is as constantly increasing. 
Thus the slav^iolder often acquires many square 
miles of land, and huidreds of human chattels. 
He is, as it were, set alone in the earth. Prid- 
ing hims^ upon Ms wealth, he will not send 
)x& princely sons to the same school with the 
poor white trash; he either sends them to some 
distant college or senunary, or employs a pri- 
vate teacjher exclusively for his children. Th^ 
poor whites in the neighbourhood, even should 
Aey desire to educate their children, have no 
meaoLS to pay for their tuition. Compelled to 
live ea poor or worn-out lands, honest toil 
ooiuiKlered degrading, and forced to submit to 
saaiiy inconveniences and disabilities (all the 
offices of honour and profit being monopolized 
by the slaveholders,) through the workings of 
the '^ peculiar institution," they find it utterly 
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impossible to educate their ofi^nng, er&k in 
&e rudiments of their mother tcmgtie. Ab 
the power of slayery iiu^reaaes, th^ coaditba 
waxes worse and worse. 

The slaveocracy beoomea more exacting. 
Laws are passed by the legialature <5ompeiling. 
Xion-slaveholders to patrol the country nightly; 
to prevent insurrections by the negroes. 12iey 
denounce the law, but coercion is resorted to^ 
uxki the poOT whites are forced to obey. When 
Ifaeir masters eail for them, theymus^ leate 
their labour, by day or by night, patrol the 
oountry, follow the bloodhounds, arrest Ad 
fugitire slave, and do all other dirfy woifc 
which %hm tyrants demand. If they refuse to 
obey, they are denounced as alx^tionista, aad 
are in danger of death at the hands of Judge 
Lynch, the mildest punishment they can hope 
for bdlttg a coat of tar and feathers. 

The house-negroes feel themselves several 
degrees above the -pooic whites, as they, bom 
i^r opportunities for observation amdaagat the 
higher classes, are possessed of gres^r m&stnm^ 
tion and less rusticity tiian this less fsprownd 



y Google 



8LAVEBT AK0 SfiOSSSION. 2S9 

oUss* Tte poor wliit^ have no lov6 for 
the institution of slavery. They regard it as 
the instrument of inflicting upon them many 
wrongs, and depriving them of many rights* 
They daie not express their sentiments to the 
alavehoHers, who hold them completely under 
their power. A. G^. Brown, United States 
Senator j&om Mississippi, to recon<»le the poor 
whites to the peculiar institution, used the 
following arguments in a speedi at luka 
Sidings, MissismppL He stated, that if &e 
eUves w^e liberated, and su£fered to remain in 
the oountry, the rich would have money to 
CEuahle them to go to some other dime, and 
that the poor whites would be compiled to 
remain amongst the negroes, who would steal 
iheir property, and destroy their lives ; and if 
slavery were abolished, and the negroes removed 
and colonized, the rich would take ih% poor 
whites for slaves, in their stead, and reduce 
them to the condition of the Irish and Dutoh 
in the North, whose condition be represented 
to be one of cruel bondsge. These statements 
had some efiBsct upon his auditors, who believed, 
20 
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from sad experieBce, that the rich could oppress 
the poor as they chose, and might, in the con- 
tingency specified, reduce them to slaveiy. 
Labour is considered so degrading, that any 
argument, based upon making labour compul- 
sory on their part, has its weight. Even the 
beggar despises work. A sturdy beggar asked 
alms at a house at which I was lodging. As 
he appeared to be a man of great physical 
Strength, he was advised to go to work, and 
thus provide for his wants. "WorkP' said he, 
in disgust ; ''niggers do the work in this coun- 
try" — and retired highly insulted. 

This people form a distinct class, disfcin- 
guished by as many characteristics from the 
middle and higher classes of Southern society, 
as the Jews are from the nations amoi^st whom 
they sojourn. The causes which brought about 
their reduction to their present state of semi- 
barbarism, must be removed, ere they can rise 
to the condition whence they have figjlen. 
They must rise upon the ruins of slavery. 
When the peculiar institution is abolished, 
then, and not till Uien, will their disabilities be 
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removed, and they be in reality what they are 
uomin^ly — freemetu 

Slaveholders and their families form a di«h 
tinct class, characterized by idleness, vanity, 
licentionsuess, profanity, dissipation, and tyran- 
ny. There wre glorious exceptions, it is true, 
but those are the distinguishing traits of the 
class. The middle class is the virtuous class 
of the South. They' are industarious^ frugal, 
hospitable, simple in their habits, plain and 
unostentatious in their manners. Some of this 
class are small slaveholders, but the great 
majority own none. The gross vices of the 
higher class are not found among them. They 
labour regardless of the sneers of their aristo- 
cratic neighbours. Senator Hammond, of South 
Carolina, may call them mudsills ; they regard 
it not, but pursue the even tenor of their way. 
The dow, unmoving finger of soom may be 
pointed at them by the sons of pride, yet they 
re:^:^ to eat the bread of idleness, and labour 
wi^ their ovm hancb, that they may provide 
things honest in the sight of all men. Equi- 
dist^ from poverty and richea, they exyoy the 
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golden mean, and immunity from the tempta- 
tions incident to the extremes of abject poverty 
and great riches. 

In the slave States all those bom north of 
the "nigger line,** are denominated Yankees. 
This is applied as a term of reproach. When 
a southerner is angry with a man of northern 
nativity, he does not faiT to stigmatize him as a 
Yankee. The slaveholders manifest considera- 
ble antipathy against the Yankees, which has 
been indr^asing during the last ten years. ^ In 
1858, the Legislature of Mississippi passed 
resolutions recommending non-intercourse with, 
the "Abolition States," and requesting the 
people not to patronize natives of those States 
residing amongst them, and especially to dis- 
countenance Yankee ministers and teachers. 
In the educational notice of Memphis Synodical 
College, at La Grange, Tennessee, it is expressly 
stated that the Faculty are of southern birtb. 
and education. The principals of the Female 
Seminaries at Corinth and luka, Mississippi, 
- give notice that no Yankee teachers wiH be 
employed in those institutions. While on a 
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YW^ at ihd house oS a Methodist clergjman, 
quite a mimber of miuistersy returning from 
Conference, called to tarr j for the night. During 
(he evening, one of them, learning that I wa^ 
f* Yankee bom," thus intearrogated me: ''Why h 
jit, sir, that all kinds of delusions original in 
the North, such as Millerism, Mormonismi 
Spirit-mppiag?, and Abolitionism ?" To ^hich 
I replied: "The North originates everything. 
All the text-books used in southern schools, 
idl the books on law, physio, and divinity, ax^ 
wnib^a and published nor& of Mason & Dix- 
on^s line. The South does not even print 
KUes. The magnetic telegraph, the locomo- 
tive, Luci&r matches, and even the cotton-gin, 
are all northern inventions. The South, sir, 
jbas Qot setiae enough to invent a decent 
humbug. These humbugs once originated, th^ 
South is always well represented by believers 
in %hmx. I have known more men to go from 
this eou»ty (Shelby county, Tennessee) to the 
Mormons, than I have known to go fr^m the 
whde State of Ohio." 
20* 
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When I had thus spoken, my inquisitor wail 
nonplussed, and the laugh went against him. 

When a candidate b^re the Presbytexy of 
Chickasaw, in Mississippi, for licensure, one ^ 
the members of Presbytery, learning that I was ' 
a "Yankee," asked me the ft^owing questions, 
and received the following answers: 

'* Mr. Aughey, when will the day of judg* 
m^it take place ?" 

''The Millerites have stated that the ^SOth of 
June next will be the judgment-day. As for 
myself, I have had no reyelation on the imb* 
jeot, and expect none." 

. " Do you believe that any one can call Uie 
spirits?" 

"I do, sir." 

"What I believe that the spirits can be 
called?" 

"I do, sir." 

"I will vote, then, against your licensure, if 
you have fallen into this heresy of the land ct 
your nativity.^ 

Another then said: 

"Brcrfiher Aughey, please explain yeurseK 
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I know you do not believe in spirit-rap- 
ping." 

"I do not, sir, thou^ I believe, as I stated, 
ilhAt any one may call the spirits; but I do not 
believe that they will come in answer»to the 
calL" 

A lady once remarked to me that she did 
not beHeve that a northern man would ever 
become fully reconciled to the institution of 
slavery, and that his influence and sentiments, 
wimtever might be his profession of attachment 
to tise peculiar institution, would be against it. 
The cau^ of the general opposition to northern 
nebsn is their opposition to slavery. Their testi- 
mony is against its abominations and barbari- 
ties, and hence the wish to impair the credi- 
bility of the witnesses. 

An illustration of the working of the institu- 
tion may be found in the following letter: 

Kosciusko, Attala oountt, Mississippi, ) 
Deoember 26, 1861. j 

Mb. William Jackman: 

Dear Sir — ^Your last kind and truly welcome 
lelfcer come to hand in due course of maU. I 
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owo you an apology for delaying aa ausw^ so 
loug. My apparent neglect was occasioned by 
no want of respect for you; but in consequence 
of the disturbed state <rf the country, and diffi- 
culty j3f communication with the JTorth, I 
feared my reply would never reach you. J^ow, 
however, by directing "vta Norfolk smA, fia^ of 
truce,^' letters are sent across the lines to the 
North. In your letter you desired me, from this 
stand-point, to give you my observations of the 
workings of the peculiar institution, and aa 
expression of my views as to its consistency 
with the eternal principles of rectitude and 
justice. In r6ply, I will give you a plain nar- 
rative of facts. 

On my advent to the South, I was a& 
first struck with the fact that the busy 
hum of labour had in some measure ceased. 
What labour I did observe progresang, was 
done with little skill, and mainly by negroes. 
I called upon the Rev. Dr. R. J. Breckinridge, 
to whom I had a letter of intrpduotioJi, jrbo 
treated me with the greatest kindness, .inviting 
me to makp hi^ J^u^w my tijrae ^9hm I visited 
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that section of country. On leaving his house, 
he gave me some directions as to the road I 
must travdl. to reach a certain point. " You 
will pass," said he, "a blacksmith's shop, where 
a one-eyed man is at work — my property." 
The phrase, "my property," I had never before 
heard applied to a human being, and though I 
had never been taught to regard the relation 
of master and slave as a sinful relation, yet it 
grated harshly upon my ears to hear a human 
being, a tradesman, called a chattel; but it 
grated much more harshly, a week after this, to 
hear the groans of two such chattels, as they 
underwent a severe flagellation, while chained 
to the whipping-post, becatise they had, by half 
»n iour, overstayed their time with their femi- 
li^ on an adjoining plantation. 

The next peculiar abomination of the pecu- 
liar institution which I observed, was the licen- 
tiousness engendered by it. Mr. D. T , of 

Madfeon coxmty, Kentucky, had a white family 
o£ children, and a black, or rather mulatto fam- 
ily. As his white daughters married, he gave 
each a mulatto half-^ter, as a waiting-girl, or 
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body-servant Mr. E — --, of Wiackester, K^a^ 
tucky I had a mula^ da^bjteor, aiad hd was 1^00 
the fiather of her child, thus r^-enacting Lot's sin. 

Dr. C , of Tishomingo county, Mimasippi, 

has a negro concubine, and a white servant to 

wait on her. Mr. B , of Miershall ooonty, 

Mississippi^ lived with his white wife till he 
had grandchildr^ some of whom came to 
school to me, when he repudiated his whhe 
wife, and attached himself to a very homdyxM 
African, who superintends his household, and 

rules his other slaves with rigour. Mi. S y 

of Tishomingo county, Mississippi, has a negro 
iconcubine, and a large &mily of mulatto chUr 
dren. He once brought this woman to diurok 
in Bienzi, to the great indignation of the white 
ladies, who removed to a respectable diatance 
from her. 

I preached recently to f^ large oongregatLoft 
of slaves, the third of whom were as white aa 
any^lf. Some of them had red hair and blue 
eyes. If there are any marked chikraotcr^ 
istics of their masters' fiunili^^ the mulatto 
^ves ar^ possessed of these clMura^^b^tics. I 
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tet&t la phjirical pecisliarities, sudi as krge 
mo^tl», humped shoulders, and peouliar express 
sions of coimtex^noe. I asked a gentleman 
how it happened that some of his slaves had 
red hain He replied that he had a red-headed 
OTerse^ for sevearal years. 

I never knew a pious overseer — never f 
Tbaie wbj be many, but I never £aw one; 
Ovetseers, as a class, are worse than slave* 
holders themselves- Th^s'' are cruel, brutaly 
ficentious, di^pated, and profane. They 
always carry a loaded whip, a revolver, and 
a Bowie*knife. These men have the control 
of women, whom they often whip to death. 

l£r. P , who resided near Holly Springs, 

had a n^ro woman whipped to death wMle I 
was at his house during a sessaon of Presbytery* 

Mr. , of Waterford, Mississippi, had a 

woman wh^ped to death by his overseer. But 
sudi cruel seourgings are of daily occurrence. 
Colonel H-# — , a member of my church, told 
me y^stwiay that he ordered a boy, who he sup* 
posed was feigning sickness, to the whipping* 
post, but tiiat he had not advanced ten steps 
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toward it, when he fell dead 1— and the serrant 
was free from his maeier. During our eonverr 
sation, a girl passed. "There is a girl,'* miA 
he, "who does not look very white in the fiiee^ 
owing to exposure; but when I strip her ta 
whip her, I find that she has a skin as fidr as 

my wife." Mrs. F recently whipped a boy 

to death within half a mile of my reBufenee. 
A jury of inquest returned a verdict tiuct he 
came to his death by.cruelty ; but nothing more 

was done. Mrs. M and h^ dau^iter, oi 

Holly Springs, abused a girl repeatedly. She 
showed her bruises to some of my adquaint* 
ances, and they bdUieyed them &tal. She so<ni 

after died. Mr. S , a member of my churdi, 

has several maimed negroes from abuse on ih6 
part of the overseer. 

I am residing on the banks of the Yodk-a- 
nookany, which means "meandmng," when 
translated from the Indian tongue. In this 
vicinity there are large planta1aon% cultivated 
by hundreds of negroes. The white population 
is sparse. Every night the negroes are brought 
to a judgment-seat. The overseer presides. 
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If they have not laboured to suit him, or if 
their task is unfulfilled, they are chained to ii 
poet, and severely whipped. The vietims are 
InTariably stripped; to what extent, is at the 
option of the overseer. In Louisiana, women, 
pt^eparatety to whipping, are often stripped to 

a state of perfect nudity. Old Mr. C , of 

Watertord, Mississippi, punished his negr6es 
hp BliiUng &t^ tioles of their feet with his Sovne- 
h^iftt One tnan he put into a cotton-press, 
aftd turned the wste^ till life was extinct. 
He stated that he only intended to alarm 
the man, but carried the joke too fer. I 
hapre heard women thus plead, in piteous^ 
ftoeents, when chained to the wbipping-post, 
2xA stripped: "O, my God, master! donV 
whip me! I was sick! indeed I was sick! I 
had a ohill, and the fever is on me now! I 
haven't tasted a morsel to-day! You know I 
wbrks when I is well! O for God's sake don't 
whip a poor lick nigger I My poor chile's sick 
too! Missis thinks it's a dyin'! master, for 
the love of God, don't cut a poor distressed 
woman wid your whip! I'll- try to do better, 
21 
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rf youll only let me off this cHDoe!" Hiese 
piteous pkinta only rouse the ire of their cnwl 
task'inasterS; who sometimes knock them down 
in the midst of their pleadings. I have km>wn 
an instance of a woman giving birth to a child 
at the whipping-post. The fright and pam 
brought on premature labour. 

One beautiful Sabbath morning I stood cm 
the levee at Baton Bouge, Louisiana, and 
counted twenty-seven sugar-houses in Ml bla^ 
I found that the negroes were compiled to 
labQur eighteen hours per day, and were not 
permitted to rest on the Sabbath during the 
rolling season. The negroes on most plao^ 
tions have a truck-patch, which they ciidtivate 
on the Sabbath. I have pointed out Ae sin of 
thus labouring on the Sabbath, but tii^ plead 
necessity; their children, they state, must suffer 
from hunger if they did not cultivate thjw 
truck-patch, and their masters would not ff.ro 
them time on any other day. 

Negroes, by law, are prohibited from learn- 
ing to read. This law was not stridiy enlbrced 
in Tennessee and some o^r States till within 
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a few years past. I had charge of a Sabbath- 
school for the instruction of blacks in Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, in 1868. This school was put 
down by the strong arm of the law in a short 
time after my connection with it ceased. In 
'Mississippi, a man who taught slaves to read 
or write would be sent to the penitentiary 
instanter. The popular plea for this wicked- 
ness is, that if they were taught to read, they 
would read abolition documents; and if they 
w^e taught to write, they would write them- 
selves passes, and pass northward to Canada. 

Such advertisements as the following often 
greet the eye. 

** Kansas War. — The undersind taks this 
method of makkin it noan that he has got a 
pack of the best digger hounds in the South. 
My hounds is well trand, and I has had much 
exi>erience a huntin niggers, having foUered it 
for the last fiften year. I will go any whar that 
I'm sent for, and will ketch niggers at the fol- 
lerin raits. 

"My raits fur ketchin runaway niggers $10 
per bed, ef they's found in the beat whar thar 
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master lives; $15 if they 's JBbiind in the eounty, 
and $50 if they^s tuck oat on the county. 

"N. B.^ — Pay is due when the nigger iB tuck. 
Planters ort to send fur me as soon as thar 
niggers runs away, while thar trak is fresh," 

Every night the woods resound with tlie 
deep-mouthed baying of the bloodhounds. Tlie 
slaves are said by some to love their masters; 
but it requires the terrors of bloodhounds and 
the fiigitive slave law to keep them in bond- 
age. You in the North are compelled to act 
the part of the bloodhounds here, and catch the 
fugitives for the planters of the South. Free 
negroes are sold into bondage for the most 
trivial offences. Slaveholders declare that the 
presence of fi^e persons of colour exerts a per* 
nicious influence upon their slaves, rendering 
them discontented with their condition, and 
inspiring a desire for freedom. They there- 
fore are very desirous of getting rid of thes6 
persons, either by banishing them from tiie 
State or enslaving them. The legislature of 
Mississippi has passed a law for their expul- 
sion, and other States have followed 'm the 
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wake. The Governs of Missouri lias vetoed 
the law for the expulsion of free persons of 
colouTi passed by the legislature of that State 
l>eQausQ of its unconstitutionality. 

Were I to recount all the abominations of 
^e peculiar institution, and the wrongs inflicted 
upon the African race, that have come under 
my observation, they would fill a large volume. 
Slavery is guilty of six abominations; yea, 
seven may justly be charged upon it It iat 
i^id that the negro is lazy, and will not work 
exicept by compulsion. I have known negroes 
who have purchased their freedom by the pay- 
9ient of a large sum, and afterward made not 
only a good living, but a fortune beside. It is 

?aid Judge W of South Carolina gave hid 

^rvants the use of his plantation, upon con- 
dition that they would support his family; and 
that in three years he was compelled to take 
the management himself, as they did not makQ 
^ comfortable living for themselves and the 
Judge's family. In reply, it might be said that 
the negroes had not a fair trial, as no one had 
^y property he could call bis own, And they 
21* 
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wove thiowu into a soart of Fmarterite' society; 
having all thiags in cosubk^ii. In liuB state of 
things, while some wonld work, o&ers would 
be idle. White mi^a do not succeed in such 
oommunitieS; and for this reason it was no £ur 

tesi df the industri^ energies of Judge W 's 

fllayes. 

The question is often asked, is slavery sinM 
in itself? My observation has been extensive, 
Wibiacing eight slave States, and I have never 
je/L se«a any example of slavery that I did not 
deem sinfuL If slavery is not sinful in itself 
I must have always seen it out of itselE I 
have observed its workings during eleven 
years, amongst a professedly Christian people, 
and cannot do otherwise than pronounce it 
an unmitigated curse. It is a curse to the 
white man, it is a curse to the black man. 
That Qod will eurse it, and blot it out of 
existence ^e long, is my firm conviction. He 
elements of its abolition exist; God speed tibe 
time when they will be ftdly developed, and 
this mother of abominations driven from the 
land of the freel. The devdqpment of ^ 
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eternal principleB, of juetioe and laotitude will 
abolish this hoary monstear of &a,vd and opprw* 
sion. Slavery subvOTts all the rights of man. 
It divests him of citizenship, of liberty, of the 
pursuit of happiness, of hk children, of hid 
wife, of his property, of intellectual culture, 
reserving to him only the rights of the horse 
and ass, and reducing him to the same chattel 
condition with them. Not a single right does 
the State law grant him above that of the mule 
— ^no, not one. The chastity of the slave 
has no legal protection. The Methodist Church 
South is expunging from the discipline every- 
thing inimical to the peculiar institution, 
whilst I observe that the Church North 
is adding to her testimony and deliverances 
against the sin of ^veholding. The Church 
South reused to abide by the rules of the 
Church, and hence the guilt of the schism lies 
with her, and you are henceforth free from any 
guilt in conniving at the sin which the founder 
of your church, the illustrious Wesley, regarded 
as the "sum of aU villany." 
Bemember me kindly to Mrs. Jackman and 
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&inilj. Hoping to hear from you soon^ I beg 
leave to subscribe myself, 

Yours fraternally, 

JOHK H. AUGHBY. 
To Mr, WillUin JaokmMi, 
AznsterdaiB, JeiFenon Co., Obio, 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

NOTORIOUS REBELS.— UNION OFFICERS. 

Colonel Jefferson Dayis — ^His Speech at Holly Springs, Mis- 
sissippi — His Opposition to Yankee Teachers and Minis* 
te^p — ^A bid for the Presidency — His Ambition — Burr, 
Amold, DaTis. — General Beauregard — Headqnarters at 
^enii — Colonel Elliott's Raid — ^Beauregard's Consterna- 
tion — ^Personal de8cription->-His illness — ^Popularity wan- 

' ing. — ^ReT. Dr. Palmer of New Orleans— His influence^- 
Tke Cincinnati Letter — His Personal Appearance— ISi 
' Denunciations of General Butler — His Radicalism. — ^Rct. 
Dr. Waddell of La Grange, Tennessee — His Prejudices 
against the North — ^President of Memphis Synodical C<^- 
lege— His Talents prostituted.— Union Officers— General 
Nelson — General Sherman. 

COLONEL JEFFERSON DAVIS. 

In 1856 I heard Colonel Jefferson Davis delivOT 
an address at Holly Springs, Mississippi The 
Colonel is about a medium height, of slender 
frame, his nose aquiline, his hair dark, his 
manners polite. He is no orator. His £^)eech 
was principally a tirade of abu^e against the 
North, bitterly inveighing against the emi- 
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grant aid societies which had well-nigh put 
Kansas upon the list of firee States. He advised 
the people to employ no more Yankee teachers. 
He had been educated in the North, and he 
regarded it as the greatest misfortune of his 
life. Soon after Colonel Davis visited New 
England, where he eulogized that section in an 
extravagant manner. He was pleased with 
everything he saw; even "Noah Webster^s 
Yankee spelling-book" received a share of the 
Colonel's fulsome flattery. On his return to 
ihe South, "a change came o'er the spirit of his 
dream," and his bile and bitterness against 
Yankee-land returned in all its pristine vigour. 
Tfie Colonel was making a bid for the Presi- 
dency; but New England was not so easily 
gulled; his flimsy professions of friendship 
were too transparent to hide the hate which lay 
beneath, and his aspirations were doomed to 
disappointment. 

Though Colonel Davis is often called Mfesis- 
sippi's pet, yet he is not regarded as a tmthftil 
man, and his reports and messages are received 
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with considerable abatement by "the chivalry.'* 
His ambition knows no bounds. He would 
rather " reign in hell than serve in heaven." 

Had Jefferson Davis been elected Pre«dent 
of the United States, he would have been 
among the last instead of the first to fevour 
recession. Had he been slain on the bloody 
fields of Mexico, his memory would have been 
cherished. History will assign him a place 
among the infamous. Burr, Arnold, and 
Pavis will be names for ever execriU^d by 
true p^^triots. The two former died a natural 
death, though the united voice of their coun- 
trymen would -have approved of their execu- 
tion on the gallows. The fate of the latter lies 
still in the womb of futurity, though his loyal 
countrymen, without a dissenting voice, dectore 
that he deserves a felon's doom. An announce- 
ment of his death would suffuse i^o patriot's 
eye with tears. What loyalist would weejp 
while he read the news-item — ^the arch traitor 
Jeffl Davis is dead. 
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0ENSSAL a. 7. BSAUB£GA«D. 

I met QaneKd Beauregard under vwy pecu-. 
liar circumBtanoes. I had gone to Bienzi fc^r 
l^e purpose (rf escaping to the Federal lines for 
protection from the rigorous and sweeping^ 
conscr^t law. When I arrived, I found the 
rebels evacuating Corinth, and their sick and 
wounded passing down the Mobile and Ohio 
railroad to the hospitals below. Gheneral 
Beauregard had just arrived in Eienzi, and 
had Ims headquarters at the house of Mr. 
S^itherland. A rumour had spread thjou^ 
Itiensi that General Beauregard had ordered 
the wcftnen and children to leave the town. 
Many of th^n, believing that the order had 
been issued, were hastening into the country. 
In order to confirm or refiite the statement, I 
called upon General Beauregard, and a^ed 
htm whether he had ksued such an order. He 
rallied, "I have issued no sudi order, sir.'' 
Just at that moment a couri^ arrived with the 
information that the Yankees had attacked the 
advance of their retreating army at Boonville, 
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tiiat they had destroyed the depot, and takea 
many prisoners. The General told the oourier 
tint he mnEst be mistaken; that it was impos- 
sible tor tiie Yankees to pa^ around his army«. 
While be was yet speaking a oitiz^i arrired, 
frcxn Boonville, confirming the statement of 
Ae cQuriefc. Beauregard was still incrednlons, 
raying thftt they mtist have mistaken the 
Oonfedeiates Jbr the Yankees. In a few xnin^ 
ntes tiie explosion of shells shook the building* 
The Qeoxatal than thonght that it might be tmet 
tlmt the Yankees had passed around the army; 
but oa hearing the shells, he stated that Qene-r 
ral Green (of Missouri) was driving them away 
with his cannon. The tmth was so<hi ascer- 
taisied by the arrival of several c^Hiriers* OoL 
£l}k)tt, of tbe Federal, army, had made a raid 
upon Boonville, had fired ike depot, and 
destroyed a large train of cairs filled with 
amtnnnitioii. The explosions of the jdiells 
which we heard was occasioned by the fire 
reaohing the cais in which these shells were 
stored; The Colonel also destroyed the rail^ 
22 . 
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road to such an extent l^at it reqmred fleveral 
days io repair the tra^ 

General Beauregard ki below the raediojOBL 
height, and has a docidedl j French expreasicHi 
<^ countenance. His hair is qmte gray, thoc^ 
a glance at his &ee will ccmrinGe the ohserroT 
that it is prematurely sa The Gt^Maral is 
regarded as taciturn. His counteoaace is c^^ft- 
wom and haggard. Daring the winter cf 
1861-2, he was attacked witii hroooehitis asd 
"tj^phokl pneumonia, and ^ame near dyixs%\' 
and had not, at my interview, by any means 
recovered his pristine health and vigour, Hia 
prestige as an able commander is rapiily wan- 
ing. For some time his military talents w^« 
eonsidered of the first order; now a tidrd^n^ 
position is assigned hiou He is still regar^d 
as a first*class engineer. When Gh^aeral Ster- 
ling Price arrived at Ckxrinth, GtenenJ. Beaiuwh 
gard conducted him around all the £>ilijSea- 
ticms, explaining their nature asd uafolding 
their strength ; but no word of approval could 
he elicit from the Mis8(»m GmieraL At Ibngtk 
he ventured to ask what he thought of their 
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oapaoky for reaisti&g an aUaok. Cbneral Price 
replied, " They may prore efteolive in reiisting 
«a attack. These are the aecxmd fortifications 
I 0VW saw; the fii»t I captured." He had 
xeference to Colonel Mulligan's, at Lexington, 
MisBOAri. Sumter and Manassas gave Beaure- 
gard &me. Since the latter battle bis star has 
decli&ed steadily; and if the Federal generals 
.jprove themselves competent, it will sooai go out 
lA total daarknesS) and the world's Terdict wiU 
"be, it was a misfortune that Beaur^ard lived. 

BBV. BB. B. M. PALMER. 

.r * 

- I>r. Palaier had done mote tluui any noa- 
combatant in the South to promc^ the reb^ 
Hon. He wm accessory both befoTO afid after 
■the fact His sermons are nearly i^ abusive 
of the North. The mudsills of Yankeedom 
^oid the scorn of Bttrope are phrases of fk^ueii^ 
^.ttse in his public addressesy and they f»« meant 
'to inetode aU living north of whi^ is BK>re 
fsuailiarly than el^^aotly termed in the South 
ihe '' nigger liDe^ aU^ough the North ki the 
land of his parental nativity. - 
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A few years ago. Dr. Palmer wrote to a 
friend in Cincinnati respecting a vacant church, 
in which he gave as one reason, among others, 
for deairing to come North, that he wished to 
remove his fisimily from the baleful influences 
of slavery. That letter still exists, and ought 
to be published. 

Dr. Palmer's personal appearance is by no 
means prepossessing. He is small of stature, 
of very dark complexion, dish-&ced. His nose 
is said to have been brok^a when a child; at 
all events, it is a deformity. He is fluent in 
speech, has a vivid imagination, and has a 
great influence ov^ a promiscuous congrega- 
tion. 

After the reduction of Forts Jackson and St. 
Philip, and the capture of New Orleans, Dr. 
Palmer came to Corinth, where he preached to 
the rebel army. His text was invariably Gene- 
ral Butler's "women-of-the-town order,'' which 
we fully believe ho intentionally misconstrued.^ 
The conservation and extension of slavery is a 
matter which lies near the Doctor's heart He 
urged secession for the purpose of extending 
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fmd perpetuating for ever the peculiar inatita* 
tioiL His views, however, must have under- 
gone a radical change since the writing of the 
Cincinnati letter, as he then regarded filayery 
with little &vour. Love of public feivour may 
i^ve much to do with his recently expressed 
views, for no true Christian and j^triot can 
wish to perpetuate and extend an institution 
founded on the total subversion of the rights 
of man. 

KEV. DB. JOHN N. WADDELL. 

Dr. Waddell is a ma^ of considerate talent, 
but his pr^udices are very strong against the 
Korth. He cordially hates a Yankee, and hiis 
poor distressed wife, who was a native of Kew 
England, was compelled to return to her home, 
^here she mourns in virtual widowhood her 
u2ifortunate com^ectlon with a man who detests 
her land and people. Dn Waddell's sermons 
^re very abusive. The North is ihs theme of 
aniniadv^r0io& in all the published sermons 
and addresses I have seen from his proMo 
pen. He has prostituted his fine talents, and 
22* 
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has writings ure full ot eimsiiig and bctterness. 
As Fiestdeat of La^Srange Cdl^e, T^messee, 
he might widd a gieat influence for good — an 
influence which would tend to cahn tlie stonn 
aroused by demagogues, rather than increase 
Its power. His memory will rot, for the cryfl 
wldch he has done will lire after him. 

KAJOB-GSNEBAL WILLIAM KSLSOK. 

I met General Nelson frequently at his head- 
quarters at luka Springs, Mississippi. Though 
the General was quite brusque in his Tnannere, 
yet he always treated me with kindness and 
marked attention. Once while seated at the 
table withi him^ several guests being present, 
llie following colloquy ensued. 

''Parson Anghey, I suppose you are wdl 
versed in the Scrq^tures, and in order to test 
your knowledge^ permit me to ask a ques^n, 
which doubtless you are able to answer." 

"Certainly, Qeneral, you ha ve permission to 
ask the question you propose. I am not so 
sure, however, about my ability to answer it'* 
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^^Thequesdon l^desire to ptopoeeid this — 
Bbw many preceded Noah in leaving the ark?'' 

**! am unable to anst^er, sir.'' 

''That IB strange; as the Bible so plainlj and 
^o^lidilj informs ns. We are told ihat Noah 
w^it jfbnh oiat of the ark; therefore three most 
have preceded hfan." 

The'Greneral's wit ''set the table in a roar." 
As scion as the mirth had subsided, I ad- 
dressed the General : 

' " It is my turn to ask a question. Do you 
, know, sir, where the witch of Endor lived?" 
. " I did know, but really I have forgotten." 
• "Well, sir, she lived at Endor." 

The laugh was now against him, but he 
joii^ in it heartily himself 

Knowing that General Nelson had visited 
e^mry quarter of the globe, I asked him 
whether he had ev^ seen any II the modem 
Greeks, - 

/'I never amw axty of the ancient Greeks^" 
was his ^irt reply. 

General Nelson was r^arded as a brave and 
skilful ofSoer. He has done good servioe in 
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bia oouBtry'fl oanse* At Shijbh his proiQptiiesa 
Itad efficiency ooi^bfited gready to retrieve 
the disaster which befell General Grant oi^ the 
first di^ of the battle. His reacontre with 
General Pavis, which' reaolted in his owa 
death, is greatly to be regretted, theugh his 
own nngovemable temper sad inexousablQ 
bcHidact caused his laragio end. 

I <»ice visited his headquarters late in tlye 
afternoon. On my arrivalf he informed me 
Aat I would confer a great &Tour upon him 
by guiding a company of caralry on an espo* 
dition to the south-eastern part <^ the county, 
to which I consented. I rode in frcmt with the 
officer in command. When we had reached 
a point beyond the pickets, my compaoian 
Informed me tibat we would meet no .more 
Federals; if we met any soldiers while oot^ 
ward bound;%e might take it for granted ftat 
they were rebels. After riding about an hous 
Icoagw, we enoounterod a compaay o£ cavalry, 
and were ordered to halt by the offieer in ooaof 
Inand. * My oonqmnkm, stating that they must 
be rebda, rode up and gave the countomign, I 
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felt somewhat uneasy at the head of that com- 
pany at thijs fime, not knowing the moment that 
bullets would be whistling around us. They 
proved however to be Federals, returning fix>m 
an extended scouting expedition. I conducted 
our company to the house of a Union man, 
whom we aroused from his bed ; and learning 
that we were Federals, he took my place, and I 
returned to General Nelson. The General now 
desired me to go as a spy, to obtain informa- 
tion as to the number of troops stationed at 
Norman's Bridge, which spanned Big Bear 
Oeek. I replied that I had ridden sixty miles 
without sleep, but that I would send two 
Union men of my acquaintance in my stead. 
This was satis&ctory, and my Union friends 
returned with accurate information as to the 
number of rebel troops stationed at the bridge, 
and the best points of attack. Tftie attack was 
made on the next day after receiving the infor- 
mation, and the rebels were surprised and 
totally defeated; but few escaped death or 
capture. 
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GENERAL W. T. SHEBMAN. 

On the day that General Sherman reached 
Bienzi, I supped with him at the hotise of a 
friend. At table the following dialogue took 
place between ua. 

"Are jou the person from whom Sherizuiii's 
batteo-y took its name 7*^ 

"I am, wr." 

"Many gentlemen in this county," said I^ 
"and among them my fether-in-law, have pipe^ 
made of the fragments of the gun-carriages of 
Sherman's battery, which was captured ak 
Manassas by the Confederates.'^ 

"Sherman's battery was not captured at 
Manassas," relied the^ GeneraL 

" The honour of capturing Shennan's balterj 
is generally accorded to the seoond re^giment of 
Mississippi yolunteeis, which went from thi? 
oounty and the adjoining county of Tippah» 
thou^ several regiments claim it, and many c^ 
my friends declare that thqy have s^n Sher- 
man's battery since its capture." 

"I assure you, sir, Sherman's battery was not 
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captured — so far from this, it came out of the 
battle of Manassas Plains with two pieces cap- 
tured from the enemy, having itself lost none.** 

At this moment Colonel Fry, who killed 
ZoUikoflfer, rode up for orders. While receiv- 
ing them, the horses attached to a battery halted 
iti front of us. "There," said the General, "is' 
every piece of Sherman's battery. I ought to 
know that battery, and I assure you there is not 
a gun missing.'^ • 

The pipes, canes, and trinkets supposed to be 
made of the wood of Sherman^s T^attery, if 
collected, would form a vast pile; and were you 
to inform the owners of those relics that they 
were spurious, you would be politely informed 
that you might "tell that tale to the marines,'* 
as their sons and their neighbours' sons were 
the honoured captors of that battery; a fact, 
concerning the truth of which they entertained 
not ^ren the shadow of a doubt 
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OHAPTEK IX. 

CONDITION OF THE SOUTH. 

Cnme of tiM B«be]lioii~^Fr«Tal9Dee of Vnlcm Bw^imtmt ^ 
the South — Whj not Deteloped — SteYenson's Viewi— Why 
' Iiieon«ct — OftTsIry Raids npon Union Gitixens — How tho 
Rebels employ 8UTe»--8UTe8 Whipped sai waA owi of 
the Federal lines— Reeisting ^e Conscript Law^Kansat 
Jajhawkers — Guarding Rebel ftoperty — ^Perfidy of Seces- 
sionists— Plea for Emandpation— -The Sovtik EzhavaM— 
Failure of Cn^>fl — Southern Merchants Ruined — ^Bragg 
Prohibits the Manufacture and Vending of Intoxicating 
liquors^— Its Salutary Effect 

The foUowing is the substance of addresses de- 
livered by me on October 22d and 26th, 1862, 
at Cooper's Institute, New York, and before the 
Synod of New York and New Jersey, at its 
session in Brooklyn. 

I will confine myself to rendering answers to 
various questions which have been asked me 
since my escape to the North. I have viewed 
the rebellion from a southern stand-point; have 
been conversant with its whole history; have 
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been behind the curtainB, and have learned the 
motives which impel its instigators in their 
treasonable designs against the Government. 

Slavery I believe to have been the sole cause 
of the rebellion. It is true that the slave- 
holders of the South were becoming strongly 
Anti-republican. Rule or ruin was their deter- 
mination, and they would not have listened to 
any compromise measure after the election of 
Mr. Lincoln; but this feeling, this opposition to 
republicanism, and lust of power, is the off* 
spring of slavery. In 1866 I heard Jeflf. Davis 
dedare that the people of the North and the 
South were not homogeneous, and that there- 
fore he advocated secession. The reason he 
assigned for this want of homogeneousness was 
found in the fact that the South held slaves; 
the North did not. 

Men accustomed to exercise arbitrary power 
over their fellow-men, will not cease their 
.encroachments upon the rights of all with 
whom they are associated, politically or other- 
wise, and a temporary suspension of the control 
of the government is regarded by them as a 
28 
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<ima heUi, SlAverj maj ifaerefibre be justly 
reigftrded as the par^it oi aecessum. Whilst 
thi9 eanoe oxic^, the Sooth will be the hot-bed 
<£ treasoiL Slavery hfts produced its legitimate 
iruit, and ttmBon is its name. WiA slavery 
intaet, no (K^iipiromiae; if accepted by the South, 
.would prev^it auothar outl»feak in a few years. 
The question has be^i asked, is there any 
l[Jnion seEntiment in ihQ South ? I r^ly that 
<th^re is a strong Unicm sentim^at, even in Ifis- 
jrissippi. This sentiment is nc^ found amongrt 
^ slaveholdeca^ for, as a elass, they are firmly 
united in their hostility to the Government. 
The middle and lower dasses are not only 
.opposed to sei^ession, but also to slavery itsd£ 
Eleven years' association with the southern 
people has enabled me to form a oorreot 
opinion, and to know whereof I affirm. I 
•make this stat^nent wi^out lear of suecessM 
•<)OBtradiotioD« that the Bitfl^ority of the white 
inhabitants of the Soutii are Union-lovii^ men. 
The slaveholders have long ruled both the 
blacks and the whites in the South. When the 
j^llion was determinsd upon, the sbveholdeis 
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had tfee arganised force to compel acquiescenod 
tipoixiilie part of those wk) fevouted the tJnfefiy 
yet wished to remain neutral. Their drafte and 
conaoriptions sw^ them into the army, and 
when onoe there, they mnst obey flieir officers 
upon pain of death. To desert and join the 
Union urmy, was to abandon their homes and 
£unilies, and all tiieir yonthM associationfli 
Yet many hare done it, and are now doing 
good service in their coxmtry's cause. 

The rebels punished with death any who 
declared himself in favonr of the Union. In my 
preseiice at Tupelo, they were taken out daily 
and shot for the expression of sentiments adyers^ 
to the rebellion. If tdie Union troops at any 
time occupied a place, and the people expressed 
any &vourable sentiments to their cat^e, upon 
tiie evaciccation of that position, those who sided 
with Ihe Union troops were cruelly treated. 
AH these eause^ and many others which I 
might mention, hare prev^ited the fttll deTel<^ 
xnent of the true sentinwnts oi iht people, t 
could naiBie many localities within the rebel 
lines whcare thq great majority of the peopte 
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kstterlj denotmoe the Sootb^ra CcmSsderasay 
$iod all oonnectod with it I could name many 
individuals who hare docdared to ise that they 
would prefer death to a dislKHdaaiable complin 
ance with the consoript law. I eould name 
localities within thei rebel lines where armed 
xeoistance to the conscript law has be^i made; 
Ibnt the safety of those loyal citizens f(H*bids it. 
I know that there .are some who assert tiiat 
tl^ere is no Union feeling in the South; but they 
are mistaken. The author of '' Thirteen Months 
in the Bebel Anny" found but lifeile. His situ- 
ation was not favouraUe for its discovery. He 
informs us in his work, that after he had been 
^(»npelled to vohmUer, he regarded his oadi (an 
path much more honoured in tiie breach than 
in the observance;) of such force that he sought 
to obtain information, rather than to deserk 
He passed fix>m one post o£ preferment to 
another, till at length he was on doty imder the 
eye of Breckinridge himself, who complimented 
him upon his alaority in bearing dispatdias; 
and this was truly great, as he rode at one 
*pae fflxty miles in .seven hours, and at anoljuas 
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fbarteen miles m lees tban fifty minuted^ Hd 
siso exhibited a guarded zeal fer tiie edc^esdcm 
cause. Who would have gqsie to an o£oeF wlio 
waa appareafly aiding and abetting the rebeU 
lion, ably and assiduously, to communicate his 
Union senthx^nts? Any who would thus 
betray themselres could not be sure that they 
would not be shot in twenty-four hours. Had 
Mr. Sterensoni been with me in. Tupelo, and 
looked upon tiiose seveniy or eighty prisoners 
who were incarcerated for their adherence to 
ihe Union — ^had he witnessed the daily execu- 
tion of some of them who preferred death to 
voiAmtemng to defend a ^use which they did 
not hesitate to denounce at the peril of their 
lires — ^had he been wi& me while in the midst 
of a host of Union citizens of Mississippi, who 
at the noon of ni^t had assembled in the deep 
glens BaoA on the high hilk/for the purpose of 
devising means to resist the h^ted conscript 
law — ^be would hare oome to a far different 
DondiQsion. I hare seen the cavalry go out te^ 
arrest Union m^i. I was at a Mr. William 
Beiroa'% in Soatb GaxxoU, Qirrot county^ T to- 
23» 



y Google 



270 THS IBON roENA(»; OR 

xte8see> and while there, aeveral oompanies of 
oavalry came up from Jaekson to destroy Hie 
loyal aitizena of tfiat yidnity, and they ^^d 
destroy some of them and mudi^ property. 
They passed within two hundred yards <rf for- 
tifications hastily thrown up to resist them, and 
would have been fired on had they come within 
range. Before completing Hheir mission, a mes- 
senger came to inform them that Fort Henry 
was beleagured. They hastened to the fort just 
in time to take part in the action. After ti^ 
surrender of the fort, they retreated to Fort 
Donelson, and were all captured at the reduc- 
tion of that fort, to the great joy of those 
Union citizens whom lliey had driven from 
their homes, and whose property they had 
destroyed. 

The slaves add greatly to the strength of the 
rebellion. Slave labour is extensively employed 
in the military department They are the sap- 
pers and miners, the cooks, the teamsters, the 
artisajis; and there are in^ances where tUby 
are forced to shoulder the musket and go into 
the ranks. I have seen and conversed yn&i 
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slave floldiers vrho have fought in every battle 
from ManARfiHw to Shiloh. 

Many Btrong secesfidou counties send more 
soldiers to the rebel army than there are voters 
in those counties. The slaves who remain at 
home, labour to raise provisions for the suste- 
nance of the families of the soldiers, and a sur* 
plus for the army; hence every white man is 
available for ^rvioe in the field. Were this 
slave labour diverted to some other channel;, 
the result would follow, that a great proporticffli 
of the rebel soldiers would be forced to return 
home to care for tiieir families, or those jGunilies 
must perish. In order to divert this labour, it 
would be only necessary to encourage the 
negroes to leave their masters. Wherever the 
Federal army has advanced in the southwest, 
the slaves have crowded into their lines by 
hundreds, and only desisted upon learning, 
much to, their regret, that they would not be 
received, many of them being tied up and 
whipped, and then sent southward beyond the 
limits of the Federal army. Some who had 
travelled seventy miles upon the underground 
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Railroad, to reaeh the TJiiion army, being asked 
by their feUow-servants upon Hmt return, 
bow they liked the Yankees^ replied that 
"General Nelson sort o' hinted that he didn't 
want us." Upon being urged to be more 
explicit, and to state more fuUy what was the 
nature of the hint which led them to infer that 
€feneral Nelson did not want them, their spokes- 
man replied: "Well, if we must teU, we must. 
General Nelson tied us up and gare us fifty 
apiece, and sent us off, sw'arin' he'd guv us 
a hundred ef we didn't go right straight back 
home to our masters. He said this wa'n't no 
war got up to set the niggers firee." 

The Kansas Jayhawkers liberate all the slaves 
with whom they oome in contact. I passed four 
jpcgiments of their caralry last August, on their 
way to Bienzi, Mississippi. Th^ had about 
two thousand slaves with them, of every age 
and sex. Those slayes groomed their horses^ 
drove thdr wagons, cooked their victi&als, and 
miade themselves useful in a variety of ways, 
leaving every white man fr^ to go into tibe 
batde when the hour of contestardived; 



y Google 



flliAYSRT AND 8BCSSJIIOK. 27$ 

Slavery ig a strong prop to tlie rebellion. 
I'our millions of labourers are able to furnish 
-Supplies for eight milliona Subtract that va* 
xesouroe frcwn the rebellion, add it to the sup- 
port of the Government, and its stunning effect 
irould be speedily demonstrated in the complete 
parsdysifl of the Southern Confederacy. In order 
to supply the loss, of the slaves, half the soldiers 
in the army must return, or &mine would swe^ 
both the army and the families of the soldiers 
from the fiice of the earth. One cause of the 
long continuance of the war is, that the Union 
«rmy has endeavoured to conciliate the South, 
rather than crush the rebellion. They have 
guarded the prop^y of the rebels; they have 
returned promptly their fugitive slaves; th^ 
have put down servile insurrection with bsx iron 
hand, and in every possible way have shown 
dlemenoy instead of severity. But their land- 
less has been abused, their clemency regarded 
as evidence of imbecility, and the humane 
policy of the Government totaUy miseonstruad* 
Oaptain John Baaney, <^ Cambridge, Ohio^ 
while on duty at Corinth, Mississippi, received 
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mn spplicaAioii fix>iii a notorious seeessio&ist for 
a guard to pixiteet his piennaes, wlii^h was 
obtained for lum firom ibe colonel, tliree sol^ 
diers bdng detaohed for that purpose; who 
proceeded to the station assigned &eBi. About 
four o'clock in the afternoon they saw the 
owner of the premies they were guarding; 
mount his horse and ride oS, Supposing him 
to be going <hi some ordinaTy errand, ^ej took 
no further notice of it About nine o'doek, 
one of the guard who had strayed into the 
ordiard, some three hundred yards firom &e 
house, heard an unusual sound, as of canary 
approaching. Concealing himself he saw, hj 
the bright moonlight, this secessionist ride up 
with seven or eight rebel cavabym^i, who^ 
seizing his two companions, rode off w^ Utem 
as prisoners. The ingrate who committed HtdM 
base and perfidious act then went into laa 
house and retired to rest^ As speedily as po«^ 
Bible the third picket returned to his company-^ 
and informed them of the occurrcoicew Fired 
with indignation, twenty men voluiiteered to 
visit summary punishment upon thd perpo^ 
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trator of tiiia yiUaHy. Hastening to his house, 
tbey aroused him from his slumbers^ and in 
a few minutes 8Qq)ended him by the neck 
between the heavens and the earth. On their 
i^ura they reported to their companions what 
they had done, and, through fear of punish- 
ment, topk every precaution to prevent the act 
reaching the colonel's ears. It was reported 
to the colonel, however, whose reply to his 
informant was, "Served him right !" This policy 
of guarding rebel property by Union troops 
janst be abandoned, or the war will never 
terminate. The Union army has been attacked 
by the rebels when large numbers of the sol- 
diers were absent as guards to protect the plan- 
tations and all the interests of secessionists. 
Such gingerly warfare must end, or the days 
of the Eepublie are numbered. Carrying the 
wxur into tbe enemy's oounixy has thus far 
proved a mere ferce. The retreating rebels 
destroyed tenfold moa'e property than the pur- 
suing Federate. I would not counsel cruelty. 
I would not advise the unnecessary destruction 
of life or property, for all wanton destruction 
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tends to "weaken rather than to strengthen the 
cause of those who perpetrate it. Tandalism is 
everywhere reprehensible. The proper policy 
I beliere to-be this: Let the Union army be 
supplied with provisions, so fitr as practicable, 
from the territory occupied. Let the slaves find 
protection and employment on their arrival 
within the Union lines. Despise not their valu- 
able services. Let it be proclaimed that for 
every Union citizen of the South who is slain 
for .his adherence to the old flag, a rebel 
prisoner shall be executed, and that the confis* 
eated property of Union men shall be restored, 
at the cost of rebel sympathizers in ihe vicinity. 
Let these necessary measures be carried out, 
and n6 well-informed person can doubt that the 
war will cease before the end of six months. 
With slavery, the rebels are powerful; without 
it^ they are powerless. With slavery, every 
white man between the ages of eighteen and 
sixty is available as a soldier, and vast 
supplies are procured by servile labour. Abo- 
lish slavery, and the army would be immedi- 
ately reduced one- half, and supplies would be 
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diminished to a destructive extent. Slaves 
armed and drilled would make effective soldiers. 
With a p^ect knowledge of the country, with 
an intense desire to liberate themselves and their 
brethren from bondage, with an ardent hatred 
of their cruel masters and overseers, (and the 
majority of them are cruel,) they would render 
a willing and powerful aid in crushing the 
great rebellion. After the war is ended, give 
them as much land as their necessities require, 
either in New Mexico or Arizona, and they 
will famish more sugar, rice, and cotton, than 
were extorted from them by compulsory labour 
in the house of bondage. 

The desire for freedom on the part of the 
slaves is universal. It is, according to my 
observation and full belief> a rule without 
exception. These aspirations are constantly 
increasing as the rigours of slavery are in- 
creased, and the slaves are as well prepared 
for freedom as they would be a hundred years 
hence. The Iron Furnace of slavery does not 
tend to the elevation of its victims. There ju'e 
better methods of elevating a race than by 
24 
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enslaving it The moral elevation of the slave 
is no part of the reason why he is held in bond- 
age; but the convenience and profit of the 
master is the sole end and aim of the pectdiar 
institution. All attempts on the part of the 
slaves to obtain their liberty are resisted by the 
slaveholders, by the infliction of f^palUng and 
barbarous cruelties. Thirty-two negroes were 
executed at Natchez, Mississippi, recently, 
because they expressed a determination "to 
go to Lincoln." Six were hanged in Hoxubee 
county, and one burned in the streets of Macon. 
The southern papers state that Hon. Mr. Orr, ci 
South Carolina, attempted to drive his slaves 
into the interior, to prevent their escaping to 
the Yankees, and upon their refusal to go, he 
ordered them to be driven at the point of the 
bay onet> and in the execution of &e order, fifty 
of them were slain. There are instances in 
which the slave is greatly attached to his mas- 
ter's family, but his love of liberty is greater 
than that attachment. It often transcends his 
love for his own femily, which he abandons for 
its sake, risking his life on the underground rail^ 



y Google 



SLAVERY AND SECESSION. 279 

road, and enduring the rigours of a Canadian 
winter, that he may enjoj his inalienable rights. 

The southwest is already nearly exhausted. 
The troops which first went into the service 
were well supplied with clothing, provisions, 
and money ; but the conscripts were poorly clad, 
and received their wages in Confederate bonds, 
which have so depreciated, that ten dollars in 
gold will purchase one hundred dollars of the 
bonds. Great suffering is the consequence, and 
desertions are of daily occurrence. While I 
was in prison at Tupelo, eighty-seven of the 
Arkansas infantry deserted in a body. One 
hundred cavalry were sent to arrest them, but 
tiiey drfeated the cavalry in a fair fight, and 
Went on their way rejoicing. Tennesseeans and 
Kentuckians could not be trusted on picket 
duty, their proclivity for desertion being noto- 
rious. They suffered no opportunity to escape 
them, and often went off in squads. Many of 
tl»m being forced into the service, did not con- 
sider their involuntary oath binding. 

The wheat crop of 1862, in the southwest, was 
almost totally destroyed by the rust, and the 
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com crop by the drouglit Salt could not be 
obtained at any cost, and every marketable 
commodity had reached a fabulons price. South- 
em merchants feel that they are ruined. At the 
commencement of the war they had made large 
purchases in the North, mainly on credit. The 
rebel Congress passed a law that all who were 
indebted to the North must pay two-thirds of the 
amount of their indebtedness to th6 Southern 
Confederacy. This the merchants did. They 
then sold their goods, taking cotton and Con- 
federate money in pay. The cotton was 
destroyed by order of Beauregard, and the 
Confederate scrip is worthless, and the Federal 
generals are enforcing the payment of Northern 
claims. This fourfold loss will beggar every 
southern merchant subjected to it. 

At the commencement of the war, strong 
drink was abundant, and it was freely used by 
the soldiers. Drunkenness was fearfully preva- 
lent This vice increased to such a degree that 
the army was rapidly becoming demoralized. 
A large amount of grain was wasted in the 
manufacture of liquor. At this juncture the 
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rebel government wisely prohibited the raanu- 
fitoture .and sale of all that would intoxicate. 
Soon the wisdom of this measure was appa- 
rent For a time this contraband article 
was smuggled in, yet it was only in limited 
quantities, and at the present time a drunken 
soldier is a rara avis in the army. At the first 
promulgation of the law, a cunning countryman 
perforated a large number of eggs, withdrew 
the contents, filled the shells with whiskey, 
closed them up, and carrying them to the camp 
at Bienzi, sold them at an exorbitant price. 
Others resorted to filling coflFee-pots with 
whisky, stopping up the bottom of the spout, 
filling it with buttermilk, and if asked by the 
guards what they had for sale, would pour out 
some of the milk in the spout, and by this 
deception gain an entrance to the camp, and 
supply the soldiers with liquor. But all these 
tricks were discovered, and since the manufEK^- 
ture, as well as the sale, was prohibited, the 
supply on hand became exhausted, and drunk- 
enness ceased. 
.24* 
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CHAPTER X. 

BATTLES OF LEESBUBG, BELMONT, AND 8HIL0H. 

Bebel Omelty to Prisoners — The Fratricide — Qrant De- 
feated — Sayed by Gunboats — ^BaelPs AdTanoe— ^Railroad 
Disaster — The South Despondent — General Rosecrans— 
Secession will become Odious eren in the South— Poem. 

BATTLE OF LEBSBUBG. 

The battle of Leesburg was fougbt on the 21st 
of October, 1861. The southern accounts of this 
battle were so contradictory, that I will nofc 
give the various versions. One statement, how- 
ever, aU concur in — ^that when the Federal tro<^ 
retreated to the river, after being overpowered 
by superior numbers, and had thrown down 
their arms, calling for quarter, no mercy was 
shown them. Hundreds were bayoneted, or 
forced into the river and drowned. The rebels 
clubbed their guns, and dashed out the brains 
of many while kneeling at their feet and 
imploring mercy, I saw one rufllan who 
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boasted that he had bayoneted seven Yankee 
prisoners captured on that occasion. 

BATTLE OP BELMONT. 

The battle of Belmont was fought on the 7th 
of November, 1861. I have heard repeatedly 
from southern officers their version of the events 
which occurred on that occasion. General 
McClemand, for the purpose of breaking up 
the rebel camp at Belmont, attacked it in force 
at an early hour, and completely routed the 
enemy, pursuing them to a considerable dis- 
tance. Returning, he destroyed completely the 
camp, but delaying too long, large reinforce- 
ments were thrown over the river from Colum- 
bus, and the Federals were compelled to retreat 
precipitately to their boats, not, however, till 
they had fully accomplished the object of their 
mission. A scene occurred on this field which 
exhibits one of the saddest phases of this inter- 
necine strife. The indldent was related to me 
by Mr. TomKn, a lawyer of Jackson, Tennes- 
see, not unknown even in the North, who was 
personally acquainted with the actors. Colonel 
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Sogers, of an Illinois regiment, led his com- 
mand into action early in the contest. A Ten- 
nessee regiment opposed him with fierceness for 
some time. At length they began to waver and 
exhibit symptoms of disorder. At this moment 
their colonel, who had been unhorsed, mounted 
a stump, and by an energetic and fervid address, 
rallied his men. Again they began to &lter, 
and again his burning words restored order. 
Colonel Rogers believing that the safety of him- 
self and regiment depended upon the death of 
the Tennessee colonel, drew a pistol from his 
holsters, rode up and deliberately shot him 
through the braii^ The Tennesseeans seeing 
tiieir colonel fall, fied precipitately. On the 
return of the Illinois troops, Colonel Bogers, 
impelled by curiosity, dismounted, and scan- 
ning the features of the colonel whom his own 
hand had slain, recognised his own brother. 
As the tide of battle had rolled past for the 
moment, he ordered the corpse to be conveyed 
to a transport, on which it was brought to 
Cairo, and thence borne to the stricken parents, 
.who mourned over and buried the remains 
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of their brave but erring child, who had met 
his £a.te at his broth^'s uuconscioBslj fratricidal 
hand. 

BATTLB OF SHILOH. 

On April 6th, 1862, the sun rose clear; not a 
cloud was discernible in the sky; it was truly a 
lovely Sabbath, even for a southern clime. Early 
in the morning I took a walk with my littl« 
daughter, a child four yeitrs of age, in whose 
prattle I was taking great interest We had 
gone about one hundred yards when my child 
exclaimed, ''Pa, we mui^ go backl it's going to 
rain; don't you hear the thunder?" The sharp 
and stunning reports I soon recognised to be 
the sound of cannon on the field of battle. 
The cannonading continued incessantly during 
the day. The whole country became intensely 
excited, and many citizens hastened to the 
battlefield, the majority bent upon pluiwier. 
On Monday the battle still raged with increas- 
ing fory. On Sabbath, Greneral Grant had been 
completely surprised, and would have lost his 
whole army but for the gunboats in the rivear. 
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These gunboats shelled the pursuing rebels^ 
diecking their advance, and saving the discom- 
fitted Federals. Buell arrived with his divifflon 
on Sabbath night, and on Monday the rebels 
were driven at every point during the whole 
day, with great loss. When I heard the rebel 
officers state that the gunboats lying in the 
Tennessee river had checked their pursuit^ 
and had committed great havoc amongst their 
troops, at the distance of nearly Oxdqq miles, I 
supposed that the rebel army had continued the 
pursuit till they came in sight of the gunners 
on. the boats, who tiien threw their shdls into 
their advancing columns, and my mistake was 
not corrected till I saw the scene of action. A 
plateau extended from the river, where the 
gunboats lay, to the hills, a distance of about 
one-quarter of a mile. The hills rose to a con- 
siderable height, and were covered with a large 
growth, and on their frowning summits the 
lofty trees seemed to intercept tiie passing 
clouds. Grant's discomfltted and shatte3:ed 
army had taken refuge on the plateau. Some 
had even thrown themselves into the river, and 



y Google 



Si^LYBBT AND SKCBSSION. ^7 

swam aoress. Sueh was the position of affiiirs 
when the gunners tlirew their shells over those 
loftj hills, and beyond them a distance of two 
miles, into the midst of the rebels, checking 
tiieir advanoe, and destroying them by scores. 
Couriers constantly passed to and fro to give 
information of the position of the enemy. AU 
night long their shelling continued, causing 
Beauregard to change his camp thrice. Thus, 

« Bombs bursting in air, 
GftTe proof through the night 
That our flag was stiU there." 

On Monday morning Buell's division ad- 
Tanced, and the tide was turned. The rebels 
were driven from every position, and their loss 
was fearful; and had pursuit been continued to 
Ciorinth, their whole army must have been 
annihilated. General A. S. Johnson fell about 
three o'clock on the Sabbath. The tibial artery 
had been severed — a wound not necessarily 
fatal; but he remained in the saddle till he 
fidnted from loss of blood, and when borne 
from his horse by Governor Harris and others, 
survived but tw^ity minutes. On Sabbatli 
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mght Beauregard occupied, for a time, an old 
Presbyterian churcli-—a rude log edifice. The 
oburch was named Shiloh; hence hoih Beaure* 
gard and General Grant, in their di^atohe% 
named the engagement the battle of ShiloK I 
was in Bienzi as the wounded passed down on 
the cars to the various hospitals below* They 
passed continually for a month. On the 18th 
of April I went down to Macon, in Noxubee 
county. A large number of wounded were on 
the train. A lady from the Female S^ninary 
in Aberdeen had been placed under my care. 
When we reached a point six niiles jfrom Qmw- 
fordsville, I noticed a young man looking out 
in an excited manner, and immediately afiter 
he jumped out and rolled down an embank> 
xaent I was much surprised at his conduct, 
but soon the crashing of the cars explained the 
cause. The train had been thrown from the 
track, and was rushing down an embankment. 
Jumping &om the cars now became general. 
My lady Mend arose, declaring that she also 
would leap from the car. I caught and hdd 
her till the danger was oyer, and thus pre* 
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vented perhaps 9^?ious injury to her person, 
as all wlio jumped from the train were more or 
less injured. On extricating oujraelyes trom tl» 
debns of the oars, an appalling sight met our 
yiew. The aick, wounded, dyii^, and dead, 
were scattered promiscuously in every direo- 
tion. Their groans and pieorcing shrieks were 
heart-rending. The heavy fragments of the 
broken oars weore thrown upon their mangled 
limbs^ and in many iostanees this disaster com- 
pleted what Shiloh had commenced. As we 
came down, I passed through the train amongst 
the wounded. Scmie had lost an arm, several 
jsn upper lip, as many an under lip. Throu^ 
the body of one six balls had passed. They 
were wounded in the feet, the hands, the bead, 
tand the body; and some who had not been 
toucbed by baU or bullet were paraiy^ by 
iiheir proximity to the exploding shells. Truly 
every battle is with confused noise and gar- 
ments rolled iu blood. I remained s(»ae time 
at the destroyed train, aiding in extricating 
those buried beneath the ruins. The extent of 
the damage and destruction of life, I never 
25 
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aocorotdj learned. It most, however, hare 
been gre^t The catastrophe was occasioned by 
a stick of wood fitUing from the tender before 
the wheels of the adjacent car, which, b^g 
thrown from the track, precipitated tiie whole 
train down the embankment. 
* For weeks after the battle of Shiloh, lit^ 
-was done by Federak or Confederates. The 
rebels firmly believed that Oorinlih could not be 
taken. Its evacuation discouraged the pe(^le 
-exceedingly. Nothing but disasters had be&Ueti 
them since the year commenced. Zollikoflbr 
had been slian, and Orktenden defeated, at 
Fishing Creek. Eoanoke Island had be^ 
captured. Forts Henry, Donelson, Pulaski, St 
PhiUp, and Jackson had been reduced. Islaiid 
"No. 10" was taken, and New Orleans had 
Mien. The bloody field of Shiloh had pro- 
ved disastrous; and now, even Corii^, the 
boasted Gibraltar of rebeldom, fortified by ite 
"best aigineer on the continent," and defended 
by the whole army of the southwest, had been 
evacuated. What, under these circumstances, 
could resist the progress of Halleck to the 
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Otdf ? Many saw the cause of these disasters in 
tiie fact that the rebel generals had made their 
attacks upon the Union troops upon the Sab- 
bath; and all history confirms the truth that 
the army attacking on the Sabbath is almost 
inrariably defeated. Universal gloom and an 
all^ervading spirit of despondency, brooded 
over the whole southern people. Had the rebel 
army been crushed at Corinth, or had Beaure- 
gard been vigorously pursued, and forced to 
fight or surrender, the war in the southwest 
would have been terminated. General Bose* 
orans informed me that they could have crushed 
the rebels at Corinth, and on my asking him 
why it was not done, he replied: "It would 
have been done at the cost of many lives on 
both sides, and it is not our desire to sacrifice 
1^ unnecessarily. Let Beautegard go down to 
the swamps of Mississippi; he can do us no 
injury. It is not probable that he will ever 
return to Corinth to attack us, and they must 
starve out in a section which never produced 
enough to sustain its own population.'^ But 
Beauregard did not remain long in the swamps 
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of Mississippi He took the flonfer of his Ktmf 
«nd hastened oil to Biehtnond, to xeiiifotoe 
General Lee, who immediatelj gave battled 
HcClellan; and drove him from the FeninsidaL 
Salleck: should never have mStted McOeBaa 
to be compelled to fight boih Lee's forces aid 
Beauregard's, whilst his own army was m^ely 
protecting rebel property and consuming rar 
lions. I think General Bosecrans, had he been 
in chief command, would not have thus acted; 
Imd his statement to me was a mere apology fdr 
tiie conduct of his superior, for his policy has 
ever been vigorous, and the rebels dread him 
more than any living man. I^ lamented 
Lyon also inspired a similar whc^esome drea4 
I saw much of General Bosecrans. He is a 
genial, pleasant gentleman. He seenus desirous 
of accomplishing 'his end by the use of mild 
means ; but if these will not effect the object, 
the reverse policy is resorted to. The Tobeb 
dread, yet respect him. He will do much to 
oblige a friend. I desired at one time to go 
Vlih my family beyond the Federal lines. 
O^ieral Bosecrans went in person to Genexml 
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Pope to obliam a pass ; but Pope's orders wpre 
that no passes should be issued for a specified 
time. General Bosecrans then adced and 
obt«ned permission to send one of his aids 
with us, who conducted us beyond the pickets, 
a distance of five miles. This act, the General, 
remarked, was in consideration of the kindness; 
I had shown himself and stafi^ while in Bienzi, 
The Federal generals committed a great mis-, 
take in desiring to overrun the country without 
destroying the rebel armies. A physician whet 
drives a disease from one limb only to appear, 
in a more aggravated form in another^ accom- 
jdishes nothing. And when a general permitsi 
a hostile army to change its location as a stra^. 
t^c movement, he has accomplished nothing,, 
except giving aid and comfort. to the enemy*. 
The rebels estimated their forces at the battle 
of Shiloh at eighty thousand. Though con- 
siderable accessions had been received, yet in, 
consequence of sickness and desertion, their, 
number was about the same at the evacuation 
of Corinth. They lost about eleven thousand,, 
slain, wounded, and prisoners, in the battle. 
25* 
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War lias a tendency to engender great 
bittemeM of fueling between the belligerents. 
The deoeeiftonii^ hate the northern people, 
bat not with tl^ intensity of hatred whieh 
ihey exercise toward the UnionJoving citi- 
zens of the South. In South Car<dina, in 
the days of nullification, the nulMers and 
Union men were very bitter in their hostility 
agidnst each other. After the suppression of 
nullification by General Jackson, the cause 
b^g removed, the enmity ceased, and in 4 
Aort time, the odium attached to nullification 
became so great, that few would admit that 
fliey had been nulUfiers. Let the supremacy 
of the law and the Constitution be enforced, 
and a few years hence, few, even in tho 
South, will be found willing to admit that 
tiiey were secessionists. The descendants of 
ihe Tories carefully conceal their genealogy; 
Hbe descendants of the secessionists will do the 
the same. Slavery and secession will perish 
togetiier; and the classes of the South who 
have been fearfully injured by both these 
heresies, will be fully compensated for their 
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present distress by the vast blessings wMch will 
accrue to themflelves and pog^erity by tiie abo* 
lition of an institution which has degraded 
labour, oppressed the poor white man, opposed 
progress, retarded the ddyel(^ment of the coun- 
try's resources, taken away the key of know- 
ledge, caused every species of vice to flourish, 
impoverished the people, enriched a favoured 
class at the expense of the masses, caused woes 
unnumbered to a whole race — in short, has 
been the prolific parent of fraud, oppression, 
lust, tyranny, murder, and every other crime 
in the dark catalogue. 



'W« «re living, w are dwelliiig 
In a grand and awful time; 

In an age, on ages telling, 
To be liting ii gnblimet 

Hark I the waking np of nations, 
€K>g and Magog to the fray ; 

Hark! what sonndeth — ^is creation 
Groaning for its latter day? 

Will ye play, then? will ye dally 
With yonr music and yonr wine T 

Up! itis JehoTah'srallyt 
Ood*s own arm hath need of thine. 
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Hark! the onset I will ye fold jonr 
Faith-oUd arms in laiy lock; 

Up ! oh, npl tiiou drom^ aoldier, 
Worlds are charging to the shock! 

Worlds are charging; heaTen behol^Bngi 
Thou hast bat an honr to ili^t; 

Now the blaKmed cross nnfolding, 
On! right onward /or the riffkL 

On! let all the sonl within yen. 
For the truth's sake go abroad ; 

Strike! let cTery nerre and sinew 
TeU on agt%— teU for Qodl" 
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SEE TO TOUR INTEREST!! 



Ambtbedam, Jffftrwn co., Ohio, Janwurp 1, 186S. 
The undersigned tenders hie fhuike to hie enstomere for 
their liberal patronage in the past^ and reepeetftilly solicits 
its oontinoance. 

He has recently made considerable additions to his stodL 
cf 

DRY GOODS AND GROCERIES, 

and he wiU endearonr to make it the interest of the eiti- 
sens of Amsterdam and Tidnity to deal irith him; nor wiU 
he permit his competitors to surpass him in the cheapness 
and qnalitj of his goods. 

The highest pric€ will be paid for PRODUCE OF SYEBT 
KIND, and Coih will not be reftised in payment for goods. 

A word to the wise is sufficient. 

DAYID AUOHET. 



y Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



y Google 



y Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OCT 6 1972 



Google 



y Google 



